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Poor Handmaids of Jesus Christ 

Partners in the work of the Spirit 

Retreats at Lindenwood: 
Making Space for God

In the Gospel of Matthew; (11:28), Jesus 
tells us that he “will give us rest.” Yet 
most people find it very difficult to accept 
this invitation for sacred rest. Why? The 
lack of time and treasure are the two most 
cited reasons for not taking retreat time.

In our age where daily life and even 
vacations are filled by pressure-packed 
schedules and events, it is hard to give 
ourselves permission to take the time to 
slow down, to find that rest. A retreat 
invites us to slow down, to nurture 
our soul and rest our bodies in an 
extended Sabbath experience. To have 
an experience of quiet or even prayer at 
a slower rhythm allows God more space 
to interact with us. As you learn to set 
aside worries of daily life, even for a 
short time, you will be intrigued by an 
amazing interaction with God in ways 
you didn’t expect. You will be calmed 
and strengthened by rest that you have 
needed for a long time.

Christians throughout the ages have 
retreated just as Jesus did; (Matthew 
4:1-11, 14:13; Mark 6:31; Luke 5:16, 
6:12). Sometimes retreats consist of 
a day or two; other times, a week to 
thirty days or more. Retreat is a sacred 
time set aside to allow yourself time 

and space to build a new or stronger 
relationship with God, to allow God 
into your life in new ways, to learn 
more about God’s true self and thereby 
more about your own true self. A retreat 
can help you experience at a more 
personal level what it means to have 
life “in the abundance of God” as 
St. Paul liked to put it.

You will find that retreat is as much an 
attitude or stance as a specific event or 
place. Yet, the right environment can 
give you a tremendous boost in building 
this “sacred away-time.” When looking 
for a retreat spot, choose a place with an 
established spiritual tradition, one that 
is harmonious with your own spiritual 
inclinations. Of course, I would invite 
you to consider coming to the beautiful 
shores of Lake Gilbraith and enjoy the 
wonderful hospitality of the Lindenwood 
Retreat and Conference Center at the 
PHJC Ministry Center. Here the beauty 
of nature abounds and friendly faces and 
hearts reach out to all who come here.

The second reason cited for not taking 
the opportunity for a retreat is lack of 
treasure. In today’s world, financial 
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Associate Community

The North American Conference of Associates 
and Religious 2012 International Convention

Nine Associates and one 
Poor Handmaid of Jesus 
Christ Sister were among 
over 250 people gathered 
for The North American 
Conference of Associates 
and Religious (NACAR) 
2012 International 
Convention in Deerfield, 
Illinois in June. The 
conference was entitled 
“Journey of Blessings.” 

NACAR’s mission is to affirm and proclaim the 
Associate–religious relationship, educate associates and 
religious about associate communities and empower 
associate leadership. Those in attendance certainly left 
the weekend feeling empowered and blessed.

The conference was filled with time to connect with 
Sisters and Associates from congregations throughout 
North America. There is such power in the coming 
together of so many like-minded people. It all started 
with our emcee, Sister Judy Gomilla, MSC, who 
opened the conference by hiking across the stage with 
a hobo’s sack on a stick perched on her shoulder.

She managed to keep us focused on our journey 
whether we were praying, laughing, singing, talking 
or listening. Her humor and insight were the perfect 
bridge between sessions. One of her mantras was 
“We are the Church” and indeed we experienced 
“church” in everyone we met. She set the tone from 
the very start of the conference and kept us energized 
throughout the weekend.

The highlight of the weekend was the main conference 
speaker, Sister Joyce Rupp, OSM. Sister Joyce is a 
member of the Servite Community and a well known 
writer, a spiritual “midwife” and retreat and conference 
speaker. She has led retreats in faraway places such as 
Europe, Africa, Asia, Australia and New Zealand as well 
as throughout North America. She has authored numerous 
books which are looked to by many as a staple of their 
spiritual reading. It was indeed an honor to hear her speak.

Sister Joyce challenged us to reflect on our 
community and its journey. She began with a poem 
by Rainer Maria Rilke in which we are invited to 
“step out of the room where everything is known.” 
She explained the need to have the courage to ask 
the hard questions. Sister Joyce suggested that both 
the Church and our communities are in the land of 
“Don’t Know.” It may be an uncomfortable place, but 
she reminded us that it was those who were lost that 
found the Promised Land.

She went on to explain that spiritual journeys take 
time, sometimes, as in the bible, it is a 40-year 
journey! And so it is with us, we are on a threshold, 
on the brink of something big, but we don’t know 
quite what it is. We must put our trust in the Spirit and 
take that leap of faith.

It was an amazing presentation, many shared 
afterward that it seemed as if Sister Joyce knew them 
and was speaking just to them; saying just what they 
needed to hear. The many visuals throughout the day 
were powerful, but they all pointed to one truth — 
“the seed never sees the flower.”

At one point, we joined together in a beautiful song 
by Joyce Johnson Rouse which starts with “I am 
standing on the shoulders of the ones who came 
before me.” As we sang these words together I could 
visualize Blessed Catherine and the many Sisters 
and Associates who came before us. They continue 
to support us and encourage us. Blessed Catherine 
never did have the opportunity to come to the United 
States to see what the Sisters here accomplished and 
she never would have imagined what her Sisters 
throughout the world would build, but if she didn’t 
have the courage to start on that journey .  .  .

- Donna Sikorski, Director, Associate Community

We too must have courage to go 
where the Spirit leads.

Keynote speaker, 
Sister Joyce Rupp, OSM
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In Memory of Our Sister
Sister Bertram Boeving, PHJC

Sister Bertram Boeving, PHJC, passed away on 
July 2, 2012 at the Catherine Kasper Home, 
Donaldson, Indiana. She was born to William and 
Bertha Boeving in St. Louis, Missouri on 
October 14, 1928. She entered the Poor Handmaids 
of Jesus Christ community and professed her 
first vows on June 25, 1949 along with her sister, 
Sister Wilma Boeving, PHJC.

Sister Bertram began ministering in healthcare in 1952. She was a 
pediatric and OB nurse and administrator in several hospitals in Indiana 
and Illinois. Twenty years later she changed ministry and served in 
pastoral care at a number of facilities. Sister Bertram also served as 
local leader at Convent Ancilla Domini.

In a reflection written for her 50-year jubilee, Sister Bertram states, “Whether 
success or failure, in fulfilling expectations or not, depends on your purpose 
in life. To me, there is no failure when I do it for the love of God.”

May Sister Bertram rest in peace!

pressure hits most people; many must make some very difficult choices 
in regard to their financial resources. Many individuals have shared that 
as much as they value a retreat, their financial status just will not allow 
it. It is unfortunate to know that for some, having a retreat has become 
a luxury they cannot afford. We, at Lindenwood have listened to this 
concern and have created a scholarship fund called, Gift of the Spirit. With 
money from this fund, we have been able to help individuals with partial 
scholarships alleviating some of their retreat expenses.

The Gift of the Spirit is totally funded by donations from you, our partners 
in the Spirit! It is a modest fund right now, but it is slowly increasing 
from the generosity of those who have been touched by their stay at 
Lindenwood. For this we say thank you in the name of those who have and 
will benefit from your generosity. If you would like to make a contribution 
to this fund, it can be done on our website: www.lindenwood.org or by 
mail. Please designate “Gift of the Spirit Fund” on your envelope.

- Sister Cathy Schwemer, PHJC, Marketing/Program Coordinator,
Lindenwood Retreat and Conference Center

(Retreats at Lindenwood: Making Space for God, continued from page 1)

Jesus said in the garden, “Can you not sit with me for one hour?” 
Retreat offers the opportunity for that precious time just to sit and be 

with our God. Come and join us at Lindenwood.
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International / This & That

Sister Kate Kuenstler, PHJC, JCD Receives the 
Father Louis J. Trivision Award

On Sunday, September 30, 2012 Sister Kate Kuenstler will be honored with the Trivision 
Award given by FutureChurch in Cleveland. The Award is given in recognition of 
outstanding leadership in advancing the FutureChurch mission and vision.

Sister Kate has assisted parishioners from 28 U.S. parishes in six dioceses with 
canonical appeals to keep their churches open. She has succeeded in winning cases at the 
Vatican’s Congregation for the Clergy and the Apostolic Signatura along with catalyzing 
monumental change in Vatican policy.

Sister Kate holds a doctorate in Canon Law, a BA in education and a MA in theology. 
She currently resides in Rhode Island where she has opened a private practice 
specializing in Canon Law.

- Julie Dessauer, Communications

Congratulations Sister Kate!

Two PHJC Sisters Attend 
International Leadership Seminar
Sister Rose Njuguna of Kenya and Sister Esther 
Dolezal of the American province who 
ministers in Kenya attended an exciting 
and growth-filled seminar 
June 18-29, 2012 called 
“International Leadership 
Development Program 2012.” 
This seminar was hosted by the 
Holy Cross Sisters of 
South Bend, Indiana.

There were about thirty 
participants and mentors from 
many countries around the 
world: Uganda, Kenya, Ghana, 
Bangladesh, Indonesia, Chile, 
Philippines, United States, Canada and 
India. The main purpose of the seminar was 
to teach leadership skills and attitudes, especially 
as it pertains to leadership of religious congregations.

Some of the topics studied were personal leadership, 
qualities of healthy leaders, finance in religious 
congregations and relationships of mentors and protégés.

The participants were able to take an assessment of 
their current leadership potential and skills. 

They will return after one year and 
evaluate the project.

Sister Esther and Sister Rose 
were happy to be able to take 
part in this challenging seminar 
with so many international 
Sisters led by the Holy Cross 
Sisters. We are especially 
grateful to Sister Joan Marie 
Steadman, CSC and Sister 

Sharlet Wagner, CSC, for 
their guidance and the great 

opportunities offered to us.

Sister Esther will continue to 
mentor Sister Rose as she continues her 

ministry with seven Kenyan aspirants to the Poor 
Handmaid congregation.

- Sister Rose Njuguna, PHJC and Sister Esther Dolezal, PHJC
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Shared Vocations

A Prayer for 
Today’s Servant

God, you are the source of my life and my 
desire to follow you. At times there is so 
much noise within and all around me, it is 
difficult to listen as Mary did.

Quiet my heart, that I may reflect on how 
much you love me. Help me recognize your 
presence now.

When I am afraid, help me trust as Mary 
did. Help me believe NOTHING is impossible 
for you. Let your Spirit fill me and set my 
heart on fire. May I, like Mary, respond 
“YES” to being your servant today.

Guide my heart. Let me share your love with 
all those I meet, with each neighbor in need.

I rejoice in you and how you love through 
me. Keep me centered in you as I make daily 
choices and the bigger decisions of my life.
Amen.

— Prayer by Sister Marybeth Martin, PHJC 
Scripture: Luke: 1:26-56

Photo by Sister Marguerite Niesen, PHJC of the Annunciation scene 
in Ancilla Domini Chapel at the PHJC Ministry Center.
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Sojourner Truth House

News from Sojourner Truth House
Sojourner Truth House has had cause for celebration. Below are recent examples of their strong support.

Merrillville 
Curves Donates 

to Sojourner 
Truth House

While the Merrillville, 
Indiana Curves is a 
workout facility to 
train and strengthen 
each woman who 
enrolls there, it has 
also reached out to 
help the homeless 
and at-risk women 
of Sojourner Truth 

House in Gary. “In a multi-faceted charitable effort,” 
said Merrillville Curves Owner Pamela Keith, “an 
annual food drive became a contest for the Curves 
members who brought in the most donated food, resulting 
in more than 1,300 pounds of food.”

In recognition, Curves International presented a $500 
check to the Merrillville facility to give to its charity 
of choice. In the spirit of women helping women, 
Sojourner Truth House was selected. Additionally, 
Merrillville Curves members shopped for an estimated 
250 pounds of personal items and school supplies 
that were delivered recently to Sojourner Truth House 
Executive Director Sister Peg Spindler, CSA.

Local Surgeon 
Donates to 
Sojourner 

Truth House

Sojourner Truth 
House Special 
Projects and Events 
Coordinator Lillian 
Beasley recently 
received a supply 
of new and gently 
used bras for the 

homeless and at-risk women of Sojourner Truth House. 
The donation is part of Dr. Gus Galante’s partnership 
with an organization known as Breast Oasis. Bras 

donated to Galante’s Schererville office are inspected, 
sorted and laundered for packaging and delivery to 
charitable organizations in Northwest Indiana.

Donated bras are accepted at Galante’s office, 
322 Indianapolis Blvd, Suite 103, Schererville, or 
online at www.breastoasis.org.

Hobart Peoples 
Bank Hosts 
Sojourner 

Truth House 
Fundraiser

Hobart Peoples 
Bank Banking 
Center recently 
held a fundraiser 
for the needy 
clients of Sojourner 
Truth House. The 
event known as 
Womenade was 
founded in 2003 to 
bring community-

minded women together to provide short-term 
financial assistance for those in need. Womenade 
funds, held by Legacy Foundation, are distributed to 
Sojourner Truth House as the need arises. More than 
1,500 homeless and at-risk women and children are 
served by the Gary day center each month.

Peoples Bank Assistant Vice President Jenny Gunning, 
was glad to see the Hobart Banking Center lend a 
charitable hand. “With tablecloths and flowers and a 
lot of enthusiastic guests, our bank lobby became a 
place of celebration and support for Sojourner Truth 
House,” she said. “It was very gratifying to participate 
in such an important community effort.”

For more information please call (219) 885-2282 or 
visit their website at www.sojournertruthhouse.org.

- Lillian Beasley, Special Projects and Events Coordinator, 
Sojourner Truth House and Jane Bomberger, PHJC Curator

Sojourner Truth House 
Executive Director, Sister 
Peg Spindler, CSA, accepts a 
check from Merrillville Curves 
Owner, Pamela Keith.

Pictured from left to right: 
Sister Peg Spindler, CSA; 
Legacy Foundation CEO/
President, Harry J. Vande Velde 
III; and Peoples Bank Hobart 
Banking Center Assistant 
Vice-President, Jenny Gunning

Dr. Gus Galante and Sojourner 
Truth House Special Projects 
and Events Coordinator 
Lillian Beasley
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A Story of Gratitude Made 
Possible By Your Support

I am so grateful!
My name is Michelle, 
and I am so happy 
to be a client here 
at Sojourner Truth 
House. I was at 
Missionaries of 
Charity shelter 
because I had 
become homeless 
and that’s how I 
got with Sojourner 

Truth House. They helped me to sign up with 
H.P.R.P. (Homeless Prevention and Rapid 
Rehousing Program). I was approved and had 
to look for an apartment and get it inspected. 
The apartment passed inspection and staff at 
Sojourner Truth did a furniture list with me. I 
didn’t know why they asked what I needed until 
they told me that STH gives household items 
to shelter clients. I was so grateful for all the 
furniture they gave me!

When I am doing groups and studying for my 
GED classes at STH, my daughter Lucy is able 
to enjoy herself in the Child Enrichment Center. 
All of this has been a huge help for me and my 
daughter. The staff is so wonderful, each and 
every one. I am so blessed. I also thank the 
Lord Jesus who is there for each and every one 
of us. We just have to have faith — God is an 
awesome God.

Sojourner Truth House / Mexico

First Vows in Mexico
On August 4, 2012, Sister 
Gabriela Martínez Ramón 
professed her First Vows.

The entrance song for the 
First Profession of Vows 
captured the joyful spirit 
of this day and the spirit of 
Mary, the mother of God 
and Blessed Catherine 
Kasper: “Here I am Lord, 
accept me as I am and all 
that I will become, renew 
me with your love… Here I 
am Lord, transform me into 

a living offering and grant me the joy of your love and 
in this love I will serve you.”

After the song of “Receive me, Lord,” Gabriela 
received from her parents, Elsa and Enrique Martinez, 
the traditional Mexican blessing. This blessing is 
given by the parents before any major event in the life 
of one’s child.

Father Martín Lara celebrated the Eucharist and 
Sister Nora Hahn received the First Profession of 
Vows of Sister Gabriela. It was a day filled with joy, 
hope and a unifying love between the family and 
friends of Gabriela and the Sisters of the Pro-Region 
of Mexico. One of the goals of Sister Gabriela for this 
day was that her family and the PHJC family would 
form one family and that is exactly what happened. 
What a blessing for all involved!

Attending the Mass and fiesta was a very important 
friend of Gabriela, Ricardo, a 12-year-old who lives 
with cerebral palsy. Sister Gabriela calls his smile the 
“smile of God.” For her profession she received many 
donations from her family and the PHJC community 
to help with Ricardo’s expenses.

Sister Gabriela is very grateful for the prayerful 
and loving support she has received and asks that 
you continue to accompany her as she begins her 
professed life! Congratulations, Sister Gabriela.

- Sister Jean Christianson, PHJC

Sister Gabriela prepares 
to cut her cake decorated 
with the PHJC symbol.
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Nazareth Home / This & That

Mark Your Calendar — 
The 2012 Nazareth Home Gala is Coming!
If you saw daffodils and aluminum decorating the 
Hammond Federal Courthouse on October 18, would 
you know what they signify? You are forgiven if you 
don’t, because most people don’t realize that 
they are gifts typically associated with a 
10th Anniversary.

A 10th anniversary is a milestone, 
and October 18, 2012 
is the 10th anniversary of the 
Nazareth Home Gala. This 
noteworthy event promises to 
be the best and brightest gala 
celebration yet. The live and 
silent auction items have been 
assembled with new energy and 
creativity, promising a fun and 
engaging experience for all who 
attend. Gala food is always one of the 
top draws, and this year some new chefs 
have been added to tempt your taste buds with 
their delectable fare.

Gala Steering Committee members are working 
hard to secure sponsorships at all levels and each 
committee member and their teams will be creating a 
basket with a theme for the gala.

Last year, more than $110,000 was raised and nearly 
300 attendees enjoyed sampling hors d’oeuvres 
prepared by some of Northwest Indiana’s finest chefs. 

Our challenging goal for 2012 is $125,000. 
The theme for the 10th Anniversary Gala 

is: “Hand-in-Hand, We Can Make A 
Difference In A Child’s Life.”

The generosity of the Gala 
sponsors, ticket holders and 
donors allow Jean Bowman, 
Foster Mother and Director, and 
Nazareth Home’s staff to care 
for children with special and 
sometimes challenging needs:  

round-the-clock attentiveness 
from both staff and volunteers, 

medical and legal advocacy given 
on behalf of the children, and all the 

extra furnishings and comforts that go into 
making the house a loving home.

Save the date: October 18, 5:30 to 8:30 p.m. (CDT) 
at the Hammond Federal Courthouse. Find out more 
online at www.nazarethhome.com.

- Scott Thunder, Director of Development

Sister Joellen Tumas Wins the Leader of Hope Award
Recently, Sister Joellen Tumas, PHJC, the Director of Casa Catalina Basic Needs Center 
in Chicago was recognized by AARP for her hard work in the fight against hunger. She 
received an award of $2500 for the ministry to use toward food and nutrition classes. 
Recognizing the need in Chicago’s Back of the Yard’s neighborhood, she started the 
program that has grown to provide assistance to 350 households each week. Eventually, 
she learned of additional services that those families needed. Sister Joellen brought 
those connections to Casa Catalina; services such as government benefit screenings and 
referrals to Catholic Charities programs. She is continually seeking additional volunteers 
and donations to further assist her clients.

- Julie Dessauer, Communications

Congratulations Sister Joellen, you are truly a Leader of Hope.
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Mexico

Poor Handmaids Participate in the 
National Congress for Missionary Youth

The Poor Handmaids participated for the first time in 
the National Congress for Missionary Youth, held this 
year in Coatzacoalcos, Veracruz, Mexico from 
July 19-22, 2012. The National Congress for 
Missionary Youth (CONAJUM for its Spanish name) 
is a huge congress organized by the Missionary Youth 
League and the Pontifical and Episcopal Missionary 
Works every three years, attracted 10,000 – 15,000 
youth from all parts of Mexico and a few from other 
Latin American countries.

The Diocese of Coatzacoalcos, Veracruz, was the 
host for this year’s Congress. This was a huge 
event for a small diocese, and they did a marvelous 
job. The planning started almost two years ahead, 
including a diocesan “Pre-CONAJUM” in October 
of 2011, to try things out and iron out the kinks. 
Sisters Marilyn Haselhorst and Silveria Rodriguez 
were on the planning committee, working long hours 
with the Conference of Religious as the Spirituality 
Commission. Many, many hours of behind the 

scenes work, which included decorating a chapel for 
perpetual adoration during the event, making sure 
there were people to take turns praying before the 
Blessed Sacrament, and planning the “Living Rosary” 
with the symbols used in the “Missionary Rosary.”

Sister Edith Schneider as vocation director and two 
Novices, Sisters Yulma Torres and María Antonieta 
Perez helped Sister Silveria decorate and attend the 
PHJC vocation booth. The novices had come up with 
creative ideas to attract youth to the booth — a pear 
tree with holes in the shape of pears for a bean bag 
throw, two jigsaw puzzles with pictures typical of the 
congregation, and a game of trying to screw a bolt onto 
the screw with a wooden stick inside a coke bottle.

The five youth who came with Sister Edith were a 
marvelous help in decorating the booth and attending 
to the visitors at our booth. Besides that, they attended 
all the talks given by bishops and missionaries with 
great enthusiasm, participated in the liturgies and 
the Missionary Rosary, sang the dynamic songs with 
great zest, and thoroughly enjoyed being part of such 
a huge group of youth filled with zeal for spreading 
the Word of God.

¡Juventud Misionera, Anuncia a 
Cristo donde quiera! 

Missionary Youth, proclaim Christ wherever you are!

Bethany Retreat House
Please join us for an afternoon of inspiration and fellowship in celebration of 20 Years!

Paying Attention to the Inner Life
“Reflections on Listening to the Voice Within”

Vinita Hampton Wright and Rev. Jerry Schweitzer

Sunday, September 30 at 2:00 p.m. (CDT) 
Our Lady of Perpetual Help Church 

7132 Arizona Avenue, Hammond, Indiana 46312

To find out more, please call (219) 398-5047 or email bethanyrh@sbcglobal.net.

- Sister Edith Schneider, PHJC
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Mexico / PHJC Ministry Center

Ancilla Domini Chapel Happenings
This fall, on 
September 9, at 
4:00 p.m., Karen 
Schneider Kirner 
presented an 
organ recital. 
Ms. Kirner is 
on the staff 
of Campus 
Ministry, 
University of 
Notre Dame 
as a liturgical 
musician. She 

directs the Notre Dame Celebration and Hand Bell 
Choirs and serves as Associate Director/Accompanist of 
the Notre Dame Folk Choir, and is also assistant organist 
at the basilica. She holds a Master of Music degree in 
Organ and a Master of Art and Religion degree from 
Yale University. She is a published composer of choral 
and hand bell music. All enjoyed the recital.

On December 2, 2012, the Culver Academies Choir 
will perform a concert of Advent and Christmas music 

in the Ancilla Domini Chapel. In February 2013, 
the Valparaiso University Choir under the direction 
of Christopher Cock will present a program. Both 
programs are open to the public. More information 
will follow in the next few months.

At present, the Ancilla Domini Chapel is undergoing 
renovation of repairing the cracks in the ceiling 
and walls, painting, and restoring the gold leaf. The 
work is being done by the Daprato Rigali Studios of 
Chicago. Last year an extensive refurbishing of the 
stained glass windows took place. This refurbishing 
of the chapel will insure that the chapel, with its 
beautiful interior and wonderful acoustic, will remain 
a viable worship space for generations to come.

In June, Rev. John Zemelko began his duties as Chaplain 
for the congregation of Poor Handmaids. Father is 
from the Gary Diocese and recently served at Our 
Lady of Sorrows Parish in Valparaiso, Indiana. We 
welcome Father Zemelko to the PHJC Ministry Center.

- Mary Lou McCarthy-Artz, Director of Music & Organist

Annual PHJC Mexico Vocation Retreat

Our annual PHJC vocation experience in Mapachapa 
(July 11-17) was very special this year because 
following our event we had two days to study the 
material for “CONAJUM” (National Missionary 
Youth Congress) and then participate in the Congress 
itself from July 19-22. (See article on page 9) 

In Casa María, Mapachapa, Sisters Joan Trippel and 
Silveria Rodriguez were warm friendly hostesses. 
Sister Silveria also prepared the prayers and gave the 
theme on the life of Blessed Mary Catherine and her 
charism. The six participants, all between the ages of 
15 and 18, helped in the children’s soup kitchens for 
two days, and visited Sisters Frances Jean Gallinatti 
and Marilyn Haselhorst and all of the PHJC ministries 
in Coatzacoalcos.

The participants came with a beautiful attitude, took 
initiative in seeing tasks to be done, showed great 
enthusiasm for learning more about religious life and 
for preparing for a discernment process in the future.

- Sister Edith Schneider, PHJC

Karen Schneider Kirner
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In Memory / International

In Memory of Our Associates
Mary E. Seymour

Mary Seymour was 93 when 
she died on May 25. She had 
been an Associate in the North 
Region for 21 years. The Poor 
Handmaids of Jesus Christ 
had been an influence all her 
life. She had been born at 

St. Elizabeth’s Hospital in Chicago, which at that time 
was a Poor Handmaid Hospital.

Mary assisted in the blanket making project with the 
Associates in her region and belonged to “Needlers 
for the Needy.” Within that group, she knitted and 
crocheted hats, scarves, gloves and afghans which 
were all donated to Casa de Esperanza. Mary also 
was active in the Secular Franciscans. She was a 
past officer of the Archdiocesan Council of Catholic 
Women (ACCW) and was the ACCW Woman of the 
Year for St. Mary Star of the Sea Parish in 1997. Mary 
had been a resident at Mayslake for about seven years.

Mary and her late husband, Edward, had one 
daughter, Lillian. Mary was a proud grandmother 
of five grandchildren and one great grandson. 
When the anniversary celebrations were held last 
year at Gathering X, Mary was in attendance to be 
recognized for her 20th year as an Associate. She will 
be missed by all who knew and loved her.

Frances Stokes

Frances Stokes was an 
Associate in the South Region 
for ten years. She died at 
age 91 on July 4, 2012 at the 
Carlyle Healthcare Center.

Frances worked at Moran 
Shoe Company in Carlyle, taught at St. Augustine 
School in Breese, worked at the Kaskaskia Workshop, 
and the Clinton County Rehabilitation Center. She 
was a member of St. Mary’s Church in Carlyle and 
St. Ann Altar Sodality. Frances loved to quilt. Her life 
centered around her family and faith related activities.

She is survived by two sisters, Mary Alice Etter and 
husband Jack, and Marge Christ, all of Carlyle, and 
many nieces and nephews. She was preceded in 
death by her parents, a brother, Joseph Stokes, and a 
brother-in-law, Bob Christ.

Frances recently attended our South Region’s 
recommitment ceremony. She was a joy to be around 
and will be missed by many.

May Mary and Frances 
rest in peace!

India Elects New Leadership
The Indian Province of the Poor Handmaids of Jesus Christ held its Provincial Chapter in June 2012. One of 
the outcomes of the Chapter was the creation of two Indian provinces, in two geographical areas. This called 
for the election of two new leadership groups. The newly formed Province is named St. Joseph’s Province.

ST. MARY’S PROVINCE
Left to right: Sister Sebasthi, Sister Sabitha, 
Sister Sharlene and Sister Josephin, Provincial.

ST. JOSEPH’S PROVINCE
Left to right: Sister Mychelin, Sister Jyothi, 
Sister Suma and Sister Grace, Provincial.
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2012 Community Days was a time for…

Jubilee Celebrating Praying

Work
Collaborating

Celebrating 
Our Internationality

Discussing

Listening 
and Learning

Fun


