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Fall Retreat — Living in the Now, Consciously
By Donna Sikorski, Director of the Associate Community

“Moments of grace, epiphanies and great 
insights are lost to us because we are in too 
much of a hurry to notice them. Slow down 
or you’ll miss the good stuff… ’The moment 
one gives close attention to anything, even a 
blade of grass,’ writer Henry Miller observes, 
‘it becomes a mysterious, awesome, incredibly 
magnificent world in itself’.”

From Spiritual Literacy by Fred and Mary Ann Brusat

(Fall Retreat — Living in the Now, Consciously,
continued on page 2)

Sister Nancy Raboin facilitates the Associate Fall Retreat 
at Lindenwood Retreat and Conference Center.

The weather may have been windy and 
rainy for much of the weekend but inside 
Lindenwood was felt the warmth of community 
as we gathered for the Associate Fall Retreat. 
Five Sisters, 26 Associates and three Associate 
Candidates sat “royally” for much of the 
weekend — paying special attention to Sister 
Nancy Raboin, PHJC as she explained what 
being contemplative, mindful and a mystic 
meant — how they were all the same; yet 
different. Our goals for the weekend included 
exploring the contemplative and mystical side 
of Catherine Kasper and her spiritual vision, 
exploring how mindfulness, contemplation 
and mysticism are a part of our call, and 
discovering how they are a part of our own 
personal spiritual journey. Sister Nancy noted 
that we are all, by virtue of our baptismal call, 
contemplatives and mystics.

Our Friday evening session began with a brief 
inspirational talk by Jeanne Boomershine about 
what it means to her to be contemplative and 
how she became interested in contemplation. 
Jeanne was involved in choosing the topic and 
helped with the planning of the retreat. Sister 
Nancy followed with discussion about being 
contemplative. Soon balls of clay were given to 

each participant and we were all shaping clay 
in our hands while listening and contemplating. 
We ended up with small bowls — little “pinch 
pots.” Into our little pots we placed tiny bits 
of paper with our thoughts, prayers, problems 
and dreams. The group closed Friday evening 
with an extremely meaningful time of prayer 
during which we stood in a circle, passing the 
pots along with our messages slowly around 
the circle with each person carefully holding 
the unspoken desires of each one in attendance, 
and praying over them. Once each little pot was 
returned to its maker, they were placed carefully 
in the center of the room where they remained 
throughout the weekend. Our prayers were now 
not only our prayers, but also the prayers of 
many, shared with all and prayed for by all.

Sister Nancy was eloquent throughout the 
weekend weaving into our day the many 
ways Mother Mary had been a mystic and 
contemplative. As she would quote Blessed 
Catherine, you could almost feel her presence 
around us. Sister Nancy guided us to tap into 
our own sense of mysticism. We also focused on 
the gospel and readings for the liturgy which 



2

would become the climax of our retreat. We read, and 
reread, the Gospel picking out a phrase or two that 
jumped out at us — spoke personally to us. Later 
that day, when we would arrive at our liturgy, those 
words would be full of meaning and understood 
more deeply. Interspersed throughout the day and a 
half retreat were times for meditation. We focused on 
being aware of our environment during these times 
and when we walked, we walked with a mindfulness 
of our surroundings and our every move. During 
one of the times for personal reflection several 
volunteered to be “saintly bakers.” These Associates 
accompanied Father John Zemelko, our chaplain, 
to the rectory to bake the bread that would later be 
consecrated during our liturgy that day, becoming 
the body of Christ. What an honor!

Bringing a close to the retreat, a final reflection by 
Joyce Rupp called “Everlasting Life” was read. In 
part it stated, “There is nothing temporary about 
you…Always and forever. For us, with us, among us.  
Constant. Sustaining. Enduring. Unending…” and 
so, actually, the retreat was not over.

(Fall Retreat — Living in the Now, Consciously,
continued from page 1)

Soon it was time for our liturgy. Retreat participants 
reentered the Evergreen room with their pinch pots 
in hand placing them upon the altar. The Mass came 
alive for those of us who participated in the retreat as 
we also contributed to the homily and the petitions. 
We renewed our baptismal promises. The music too 
reflected the events from our weekend. Sister Connie 
Bach, PHJC and Sister Shirley Bell, PHJC led us in 
song. The words of the psalm — “may you cling to 
wisdom…” had a deeper meaning as we reflected on 
the wisdom of the Gospel and of the past few days.

Throughout life one has some moments that are 
stamped forever on our heart…this was one of 
those times. We concluded the Mass with the song 
“Canticle of the Turning” and we truly felt the world 
was “about to turn.”

A special thanks to all who contributed to making the 
weekend so remarkable, particularly Sister Nancy 
whose insight helped us to slow down and pay 
attention to our amazing God and to the magnificent 
world around us.

Please see pages 6-7 for a photo collage of our 
Fall Retreat.

Letters 
  from You

On September 7, 2011 a little girl named Chloe was 
diagnosed with a brain tumor. Shortly thereafter North 
Region Associate Florence Rafac called on the Spiritual 
Family of Catherine for prayers on her behalf. A year 
later her father shares some words about Chloe.

One year ago today, my daughter Chloe was 
diagnosed with a brain tumor. Since that day, 
she has had six surgeries, including three brain 
surgeries totaling over 30 hours, 40 radiation 
treatments, 14 MRIs, 8 CTs, over 50 ex-rays, 
countless other medical procedures, lost over 
20% of her body weight, suffered temporary and 
permanent nerve damage and side effects from the 
tumor/surgeries/radiation, thrown up more times 
than I can count, and grown up much faster than 
any kid should ever have to.

Since that day, she has cried, laughed, fought and 
had a lot of fun with her brother and sister, fired 
the thrusters and flown in an airplane, played 
with a princess, pet and fed dolphins, played a 
real life game of Candyland, danced, ran though 
a swamp, caught crayfish and frogs, rode a horse, 
gotten in trouble, made us laugh, started a serious 
Build-A-Bear collection, became an American 
Girl enthusiast, gone swimming, grown four 
inches, gained most of her weight back, met lots 
of incredible and kind people, became a master at 
Toontown, watched hours of Stoogeapalooza and 
Svengoolie, met Svengoolie, adopted a hamster 
named ZuZu and a bunny named Chub Butt, gone 
to the Zoo, gone to the beach, eaten thousands of 
tomatoes, cooked, baked, snuggled, been very silly 
and very sweet.

This is Chloe’s story and it is only just the beginning…

Chloe is now eight years old and although her challenges 
continue she is enjoying life. She continues to need prayers, 
however, and we know that prayer is what has brought her 
this far. Thank you to all the Spiritual Family of Catherine. 
Please continue to hold Chloe in prayer.
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The 2013 Calendar and 
Directory is enclosed in the 

winter Associate Community 
mailing. Please check your 
listing (including birthday) 
and notify the Associate 

Office immediately if there is 
an error in your listing.

Timeline Tales— 
Answering God’s Call
By Sister Mary Conrad, PHJC

This is the first in a series of articles from 
“Ministry Center Ripples” reprinted with permission.

Coming to America
Aug. 1868

Aug. 1868
Hessen Cassel, IN

Angel Guardian Orphanage, Chicago
Nov. 1868

Jan. 1869
Rockhill House, Ft. Wayne

Timeline of Events

In 1860 one third of all immigrants in the US came 
from Germany. Catherine Kasper received several 
request to send Sisters to the US in order to help with 
the influx of German immigrants.

On July 30, 1868, eight Poor Handmaids of Jesus 
Christ, accompanied by Mother Mary and her 
assistant, left the small village of Dernbach, Germany 
for the sea front of Le Havre, France. There on 
August 14 the eight Poor Handmaids boarded the 
ship, PEREYER and soon were heading for the open 
sea. On August 24, 1868, after a rough trip, they 
landed in New York. Two Franciscan Sisters met 
them and took them to their convent for a couple of 
days because the priest who was sent to bring them 
to Fort Wayne had not brought enough money for 
train fare.

The train trip to Fort Wayne began two days later. 
The Sisters were told that they were heading for a 
German settlement. They envisioned a settlement of 
half-civilized Indians. The two-day ride did little to 
change that impression. For hours they rode miles 
without incurring signs of civilization. On Friday, 
August 28, Father Koenig, who had been in charge of 
all negotiations with Germany to bring the Sisters to 
America, greeted them. He had provided for their stay 
in Fort Wayne. They met Bishop Luers who welcomed 
them. He had waited almost three years for this day. 
Again the travelers had to wait before reaching their 
destination. Hessen Cassel, Indiana, USA!
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Recommitments continue!
By Donna Sikorski, Director of the Associate Community

East One and Two Regions held a joint recommitment ceremony at 
Hessen Cassel on September 8. The East One and Two Associates felt 
it would be very appropriate to make their recommitments where the 
PHJC community first began their commitment in our country. Sister 
Julianne Smith, whose home parish was Hessen Cassel’s St. Joseph 
Church, gave a fascinating presentation about the first days of the eight 
Sisters in the United States. Sister Carole Langhauser chimed in with 
further interesting details and together they fielded questions from the 
nearly 30 Associates who were present. We were inspired by the stories 
of these first Sisters who came to this faraway and unknown land with 
courage and trust. Most of them would never see their homeland or 
family again. We admired their fortitude and especially their deep faith.

The recommitment ceremony followed the presentation. The Associates 
present very prayerfully wrote their recommitment statements and 
brought them forward placing them near the altar. The ceremony was 
particularly meaningful in this sacred space that was so rich in the 
history of the Poor Handmaid Sisters. It was also heartwarming to have 
two regions share their day with one another.

Following the ceremony we all moved on to the Catholic Cemetery 
where we visited the graves of six of the eight original PHJC Sisters 
to come to our country (Sister Bella is buried in Donaldson and Sister 
Corona returned to Europe and was buried in England). A beautiful 
ceremony of blessing followed at their grave sites. Sister Rose, Sister 
Fecunda, Sister Matrona, Sister Henrica, Sister Eudoxia and Sister 
Hyacinth were mentioned by name and a flower was placed on each 
of their graves. Together we prayed that these first Poor Handmaid 
pioneers in America would continue to be a source of inspiration and 
encouragement today and that the work begun by them here in the 
United States would continue to nourish God’s people.

Following this time of prayer we all gathered at Marian Convent for a 
wonderful meal together. Time had flown by as we had been together 
with fellow Associates learning, praying, laughing and remembering 
during this special day of recommitment. A special thanks to Sisters 
Julienne and Carole for hosting us at Marian Convent and putting 
together the inspiring day of learning and remembering. Also, many 
thanks to Linda Greaf, and Marge and Jim Bickett and all who helped to 
organize the day and the recommitment ceremony.

Sister Carole Langhauser (left) and 
Sister Julienne Smith share stories of 
the first Poor Handmaid Sisters in the 
United States.

Marge and Jim Bickett during the joint 
recommitment ceremony.

Rose Gibson during the joint 
recommitment ceremony.

Members of East One and Two 
Regions share a meal in celebration 
of their recommitments.

Congratulations 
Associates!
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Special Guest at East Three Formation
By Donna Sikorski, Director of the Associate Community

Formation sessions 
are always interesting 
and different and this 
is especially true in 
East Three. The region 
is blessed to surround 
Donaldson and therefore 
most of their formation 
sessions are held on 
the grounds of the 
PHJC Ministry Center. 
Jeanne Boomershine 
and Barb Lowry try to 
keep things interesting 
and informative. They 
seldom meet in the same 
place twice.

This year formation 
sessions have been at the Motherhouse, Earthworks, 
MoonTree, Catherine Kasper Home, Maria Center 
and Catherine’s Cottage. Moving things around helps 
inform the candidates of the varied ministries in this 
region. Along with the location changes, they keep 
things interesting in other ways as well. In October 
they invited a special guest to the meeting. Prior to 
the meeting the three candidates in East Three were 
asked to think of questions they might want to ask 
Blessed Catherine Kasper if she were here today. 
Jeanne and Barb then enlisted one of our amazing 
Poor Handmaids (Sister Roberta Christianson) to 
play Mother Mary. Sister Roberta took the role very 
seriously as she dressed in full habit and took on the 
persona of Mother Mary.

We all moved back in time to talk with our special 
guest. The questions were thought provoking and

 February 6 Deadline for articles/
  information for Spring 
  Associating News

 March 9 Spring Core Team
  Meeting

 April 19-20 Companions on the
  Journey Retreat

 July 13 Summer Core Team
  Meeting

 September 28 Gathering XI

ASSOCIATE COMMUNITY 
2013 UPCOMING EVENTS

Sisters, Candidates and Associates listen appreciatively as their 
special guest takes them back in time.

Blessed Catherine Kasper is 
portrayed by Sister Roberta 
Christianson during East Three 
Region’s formation session.

we all gained further insight into who Blessed 
Catherine really was. It seemed to help us feel more 
closely connected to our foundress. We also found 
out that Mother Mary had quite the sense of humor 
— or her portrayer did anyway!

Special thanks to Sister Roberta and all the PHJCs 
and Associates who take the time to attend the 
formation sessions. Also much thanks to those 
Associates who are companioning our Candidates.

We have five wonderful candidates in formation 
right now. Candidates are from the South Region — 
Rita Heimann, from the West Region — Clara Marie 
Coppinger and from East Three — Margie Pixey, 
Janice Roebuck and Alice Ruiz. Please keep all of our 
candidates in your prayers.

Sister Germaine Hustedde (left) and Blessed Catherine Kasper 
(Sister Roberta Christianson) discuss the history of the 
Poor Handmaids of Jesus Christ
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Fall Retreat in Photos



Associating News | 7



8

Merry Christmas!
The Staff of the Associate Office extends to all members of the Spiritual Family of 
Catherine, their friends and family a special Merry Christmas. May the joy of the 
season surround you and your loved ones.

As you celebrate the birth of our Lord Jesus Christ, may you be grateful for all that 
God has bestowed upon you.

May peace reign in your hearts and overflow to all those you come in contact with 
in your daily lives.

May 2013 be filled with love, joy, peace, good health and good will to each of you 
and your loved ones.

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year! 
Donna Sikorski and Jan Macey

Lindenwood Retreat Offerings
Sister Cathy Schwemer, PHJC, Marketing and Program Coordinator

Lindenwood… Come away to a quiet place.

To register for any of the 
Lindenwood programs, 

please call (574) 935-1763 or 
visit our website at 

www.lindenwood.org.

 December 10, 2012 Quiet Day of Reflection
  Christmas and the Incarnation

 January 11-13, 2013 Men’s Serenity Retreat

 February 2, 2013 Great Women of the Church:
  Blessed Catherine Kasper

 March 9, 2013 Great Women of the Church:
  St. Teresa of Avila

 March 15-17, 2013 Women’s Lenten Retreat

 March 28-31, 2013 Triduum Quiet Retreat

 April 14-19, 2013 Road Scholar

Upcoming Events to watch out for!
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Please Remember in Prayer…
All Associates, PHJCs, Fiat Spiritus Community members, friends and families of the Spiritual Family of Catherine Kasper; all 
those spoken and unspoken prayer requests of friends, families and members of the Spiritual Family of Catherine.

The Poor Handmaids of Jesus Christ 
are on Facebook!

http://facebook.poorhandmaids.org.

Rest in Peace
Richard Van Nevel

Dolores Karnia
Sister Longinia Pobiedzinski

Sister Bernice Buescher
Sister Maris Krimmel

East One
Rose Gibson ..................... sister Sue’s recovery from surgery;

sister Becky’s health
Sister Pauline Bridegroom ................. recovery from surgery
Carol Elser ..........................................................uncle’s health

East Two
Sister Connie Bach ..................... recovery from back surgery;

a friend with heart issues; family difficulties
Patricia Paschke ......... her daughter’s godmother health crisis
Jean Ellen Brown ................................................ health issues

East Three
Margaret Petron .................................................. health issues
Sisters Johnel and Alice Kunkel .........death of sister-in-law,

Betty Kunkel
Mary Kay Luchenbill .............. prayers for her niece, Andrea,

and Andrea’s son, Dylan
Linda Felke .................................. son’s recovery from surgery
Janice Roebuck ....................................................breast cancer
Donna Sikorski .........surgery of daughter and brother-in-law
Sister Michelle Dermody ..................nephew’s recovery from

open heart surgery 
Sister Julia Huelskamp .............brother-in-law Al Fiascone’s

back surgery

North
Joan Blake ............................. a friend with memory problems;

personal health of family member
Cindy Wiatrak ...................................mission trip to Ethiopia
Anna Worth ......................................................... health issues
Florence Rafac .............................thanksgiving for grandson’s

wife safe return home 
Sister Bonnie Boilini .................... recovery from knee surgery
Sister Katie Bobber .......................death of sister Dolores and 

brother-in-law Bill 
Sister Marybeth Martin .........four month old great nephew’s 

surgery/recovery

Quincy
Carolyn Stupasky .................................. friend’s health issues
Mary Griffith ............................................................. marriage

South
Georgia Klingler ............ motorcycle accident of family friend
Libby Riggs ................................................. special intentions
Carol Reigles ...............................................death of son, Todd

West
Ann Simchak ....................................... brother Charles’ health
Corinne Lennstrum .......................... accident related death of

neighbor’s son; friend’s death; friend’s health issues
Nancy McCooley .......................... recovery from eye surgery;

her brother’s loss of a friend and fellow veteran 
Donna Grzych .............................. recovery from knee surgery
Marilyn Kessler ................................ daughter’s health issues
Rosemary Martinez ........................... family member’s health
Diane Rockhill ............. son’s family/neighbors in New Jersey

affected by the storm; health of a friend

Other
Father John Zemelko (Chaplain)..................... father’s death
Paula Gratt (ASI co-worker) .........................husband’s health

Associate Candidates
Clara Marie Coppinger
Rita Heimann
Margie Pixie
Janice Roebuck
Alice Ruiz
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In Memory of Our Associates and Sisters
Richard Van Nevel

Richard (Dick) Van Nevel 
passed away, after an illness, 
on Saturday, August 25, at his 
home. He was 84. He and his 
wife of 60 years, Teresa, raised 
six children. Richard is also 
survived by 15 grandchildren 
and three great grandchildren.

Dick was employed as the office manager for White 
Hall Laboratories in Elkhart for 35 years before his 
retirement in 1989. Prior to that he had graduated 
from Indiana University and served in the United 
States Army during the Korean War.

Dick was an Associate in the East Two region for 28 
years. He and his wife Teresa became Associates in 
1985 when the Associate movement was very young. 
Dick was also an active member of St. Monica’s 
Catholic Church in Mishawaka. The Mishawaka 
Garden Club also counted him as a member and often 
he could be found tending to his garden at home. In 
his retirement, Dick enjoyed fishing and golfing with 
his family who were a central part of his life.

Dick will be missed by many in the Associate Community 
particularly those in the East Two Region.

Dolores Karnia

Dolores Karnia was born on 
September 21, 1930, and died 
on September 11, 2012. She 
was 81 years old. Dolores 
was an Associate in the North 
Region for 25 years. She and 
her husband Joseph became 
Associates in 1987. Joseph died 

in 2007. Dolores was a member of the Associate 
Board in 1991 and 1992. Dolores had eleven children, 
22 grandchildren and was a friend to many. She 
was also the sister of Sister Catherine Bobber, PHJC. 
Most recently Dolores lived with her son Bob and 
daughter-in-law Cindy in Oak Forest, Illinois.

Dolores was a former longtime parishioner of 
St. Augustine and St. Nicholas of Tolentine Churches, 
a member of St. Augustine and St. Nicholas of 
Tolentine ACCW, Jolly Nick’s Senior Club, 

St. Anthony of Padua Secular Franciscans, American 
Legion Beverly Post #407, she was a founding 
member, former president and board member of 
St. Augustine Alumni Association. Dolores was also 
a former “Mom” of the St. Augustine Lancer family 
and Leader of Camp Fire Girls. In 1997 Dolores was 
selected as Woman of the Year from St. Nicholas of 
Tolentine Parish.

Many will remember Dolores’ smile. She was loved 
by all and will be missed.

Sister Longinia 
Pobiedzinski, PHJC

Sister Longinia Pobiedzinski, 
PHJC was 98, when she passed 
away on October 8, 2012 in the 
Catherine Kasper Life Center. 
She was born in Mishawaka, 
Indiana on April 27, 1914, the 
daughter of Casmir and Sabina 

Pobiedzinski. Sister Longinia entered the convent on 
December 7, 1930 and professed her vows on 
June 25, 1933. Sister Longinia held a master’s 
degree in Classical Languages. Her life ministry 
was education.

In 1933 Sister Longinia began her long teaching 
career. For the next 56 years she taught in schools in 
Illinois and Indiana, including Ancilla Domini High 
School and Ancilla College for 34 of those years. She 
also served the PHJC Community as Local Leader 
and Sacristan. She retired to the Catherine Kasper 
Home in 1998.

Sister Longinia enjoyed many activities throughout 
the years. She shared that she was thankful for the 
gift of education, for work and leisure, and for 
the many creative opportunities related to her 
teaching assignments.

(In Memory of Our Associates and Sisters, continued on page 11)

May our Associates and 
Sisters rest in peace!
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Sister Bernice Buescher, PHJC

Sister Bernice Buescher, PHJC, 
passed away on 
November 2, 2012 at the 
Catherine Kasper Home, 
Donaldson, Indiana. She was 
born to Frederick and Anna 
Marie Buescher in Avila, 
Indiana on January 26, 1915. 

She entered the Poor Handmaids of Jesus Christ 
community and professed her first vows on 
June 6, 1937.

Sister Bernice, then known as Sister Leo, began 
teaching at Angel Guardian Orphanage in 1939. 
She continued teaching for the next 26 years at 
various schools in Indiana and Illinois. In 1965 she 
began working as an office clerk in PHJC hospitals, 
in schools and in the Business Office at the PHJC 
Ministry Center. She retired in 1999.

Sister Bernice celebrated her 75th Jubilee in 2012. 
In her Jubilee reflection she states, “The greatest 
enjoyment of Jubilee year will be to hope everything 
we do to celebrate will be pleasing to Jesus and Mary. 
I hope God will guide and bless the activities of the 
PHJC community in the U.S., Mexico, India, England, 
Netherlands, Germany, Brazil and Africa.”

(In Memory of Our Associates and Sisters, continued from page 10)

Sister Maris Krimmel, PHJC

Sister Maris Krimmel, PHJC 
passed away on 
November 10, 2012 at the 
Catherine Kasper Home, 
Donaldson, Indiana. She was 
101 years old. Born to William 
and Theresa Rose (Wohnhas) 
Krimmel in Chicago, Illinois on 

March 8, 1911, she entered the Poor Handmaids of 
Jesus Christ community and professed her first vows 
on June 25, 1935.

Sister Maris held two Master’s Degrees and was 
certified in Nuclear Medicine Technology. Sister 
taught grade school and high school from 1933 to 
1975 at which time she began work as a Nuclear 
Medicine Technologist. She returned to teaching in 
1978. In 1984 she became a teacher’s aide and then 
a volunteer at Ancilla College. For many years she 
tutored college students on computers.

Sister Maris stated, “I was asked to help the 
computer students at Ancilla College. Having 
‘retired’ this was a most wonderful 20 years, learning 
new skills and participating in the progress of this 
new technology.”

She retired to the Catherine Kasper Home in 2007 at 
the age of 96 where she continued to enjoy working 
on her computer.

Bethany Retreat House Offerings
In a comfortable, home-like atmosphere, Bethany Retreat House in East Chicago, Indiana, provides a silent 
environment for prayer and reflection. Focusing on individual rather than group retreats, each retreat is 
individually scheduled to accommodate the dates and the needs of each retreatant.

Current offerings include:

• Individually directed and private retreats, personally scheduled throughout the year

• Ongoing spiritual direction

• Monthly dream group, third Wednesday or Thursday of the month, 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. (CST)

• Christmas sale, Friday, December 7 from 10:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.

Please call (219) 398-5047 to inquire about options and to plan your retreat or visit the Bethany Retreat House 
website at www.bethanyretreathouse.org for more information.
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John XXIII Retreat Center Retreats and Activities
All Retreats take place at John XXIII Retreat Center in Hartford City, Indiana. Register by calling (888) 882-1391, 
or email sjoettah@sbcglobal.net.

Advent Directed Retreat
Monday, December 10, 7:00 p.m. to Sunday, 
December 16, 1:00 p.m.
Experience one-to-one spiritual direction each day to 
help in listening more attentively to God’s action in 
your life. Choose three or more days. 
FEE:  $75.00 per day
Directed by Sister Joetta Huelsmann, PHJC and 
Dorothy Stewart

Advent Luncheon Series 
Wednesday, December 12, 12:00 to 1:00 p.m.
“Our Lady of Guadalupe” 
Featured Speaker:  Sister Joetta Huelsmann, PHJC 
FEE:  $10.00
Register by December 10, 2012

Wednesday, December 19, 12:00 to 1:00 p.m.
“Back to Bethlehem” 
Featured Speaker:  Dorothy Stewart 
FEE:  $10.00
Register by December 17, 2012

Days of Renewal
Wednesday, January 9, 9:15 a.m. to 2:15 p.m.
“Fasting” 
Presenter:  Dorothy Stewart 
FEE:  $21.00 per session

Wednesday, February 6, 9:15 a.m. to 2:15 p.m.
“Lectio Divina and Nixing Shoppertainment” 
Presenter:  Dorothy Stewart 
FEE:  $21.00 per session

Strengthening Our Faith
Program composed of six sessions. Each meets from 
1:30 to 5:30 p.m. Come to all six sessions or to as 
many as you wish. 
FEE:  $25.00 per session — includes a light dinner.

Session 1: January 13 
“I Believe in God the Father and in Jesus Christ”

Session 2: February 10
“He was Conceived of the Holy and Suffered under 
Pontius Pilate” 
 
Future dates are March 10, April 14, June 9 and July 14.

Writing for the Soul 
Sunday, February 3, 2:30 to 5:30 p.m.
Led by Sister Joetta Huelsmann, PHJC 
FEE:  $5.00

Women’s Lenten Retreat 
Saturday, February 16, 8:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.
“The Seven Last Words of Jesus” a multi-media 
presentation. There will also be time for a spa session 
for shoulder massage or hand waxing. 
Presenter:  Anne McGuire 
FEE:  $25.00 by February 1, $30.00 by February 8 and 
$35.00 after February 8.

Quilting Retreat 
Friday, February 22 to Sunday, February 24 
Led by Catherine Diekemper with prayer services by 
Sister Joetta Huelsmann, PHJC 
FEE:  $135.00

Vatican II Series 
First Session:  Friday, March 1 to Sunday, March 3 
“The Mission of the Church” 
Presenters:  Bishop Emeritus William Higi and John 
Nichols, STL, PhD 
FEE:  $145.00 (overnight) or $105.00 (commuter)

Upcoming Programs
Growth in the Spirit! Spiritual Awakening 
and Deepening
This is an invitational experience for listening 
to God’s call and attending to God’s presence 
and action in life as we each know it to be. Must 
participate in all dates—March 15-16, May 10-11,
July 26-27, September 20-21, and November 15-16.
Led by Roger Evans, PhD and 
Sister Joetta Huelsmann, PHJC. 
FEE:  $70.00.

Spiritual Companion IV
Begins August 13, 2013 
Taught at Lindenwood and John XXIII Retreat Center. 
Led by Roger Evans and Sister Joetta Huelsmann, PHJC. 
Contact Sister Joetta for application and information.

Individual Spiritual Direction and Group Spiritual 
Direction are also available. Please visit our website at 
www.john23rdretreatcenter.com for more information.


