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Partnership in Action:

Prison Retreat
Vernon Marti, Associate

Last April, Sister Deb Davis came to stay
overnight with my wife and me. Through
conversation we learned of her prison ministry to
one of the inmates at Graham Correctional Center
in Hillsboro, IL. We asked what we could do as
volunteers.
After going through the right channels and
people, we connected with the now retired Father
George Morelock, who volunteers as the chaplain
for the Catholic inmates. Conversations with
Father Morelock led to the organizing of a oneday retreat on July 9. Sister Joetta Huelsmann
agreed to make time for us even though she was
busy finalizing her term in the Provincial Office.
The night before the big day, Sister Joetta spent
the night with us. I don’t know about her—but
I had a restless night anticipating the next day.
The day had finally arrived! We presented
ourselves at the prison gate at 7:30 in the
morning. Father Morelock walked us through
the procedure, stepping through many sliding
barred doors, going deeper and deeper into the

prison—which gave me a spooky feeling. The
chapel was not set up for a retreat, so when the
inmates arrived they had to set up the seating.
The program began with Mass at 8:30, which
lasted an hour since the readings were given
in English and Spanish. Sister Joetta gave the
homily and we sang songs in both languages.
Associates and Sisters, wishing the retreat
members well, had sent letters and these were
read. We hugged each other and shook hands
just like we had known each other forever.
When we broke for lunch, the guards marched
the prisoners to their eating area. Father
Morelock took us to the staff dining area where
we were pleasantly surprised with our food.
Following lunch, 42 inmates marched back with
their friendly guard. Our afternoon was filled
with more readings, poems, a video, discussions,
quiet time and singing. By two o’clock Sister
Joetta concluded the program with a number of
prayers and a blessing.
Every one of the
inmates shook
hands, hugged
and wanted to
know when Sister Joetta would
be coming back for another
retreat. She is willing but the time is indefinite.
Sister Joetta joined us for dinner, giving her a
chance to rest before she returned home. It was
a great day, rewarding to say the least. So ended
a day that the Holy Spirit worked among us
accomplishing much at one time.

From the Director’s Desk
Greetings from the
Associate/Sister
Partnership Office! I
hope each of you had
a pleasant and relaxing
summer. After the “dog
days of August” autumn
can be so refreshing.
I notice, during this time
of year, the children
gathered at the bus stops and at the schoolhouse
doors. The students are dressed in their new school
clothes and holding onto their new backpacks.
They wait close to the road for their buses to
arrive, eager and anxious to get on board. A new
beginning! We all can experience new beginnings
at this time of year. It seems especially appropriate
to think of new beginnings as we welcome the
American Province’s new leadership team.
The Associate/Sister Partnership’s new liaison,
Sister Virginia Kampwerth, and I have had some
good discussions over the summer. We both look
forward to events and gatherings of Associates and
Sisters in the coming months. I hope you will all
get a chance to meet and welcome her to her new
role with the Partnership.
There is much news and information in this issue
of Associating News. I especially want to point out
the “Upcoming Dates” section (page 4). Please
mark your calendars for Mission Group meetings,
and plan to attend the one nearest you. The date
for the next NACAR Conference is also listed. I
am praying that we will have a large delegation of
Associates, Sisters and members of the Fiat Spiritus
Community in attendance.
Sit back, put your feet up, and enjoy looking
through the contents of the autumn mailing. I
look forward to your feedback, so take some time
to let me know what is good, what needs to be
improved, what is missing, etc. And please send
news and information about yourselves for our
winter edition!
Blessings,

News from Southern
Illinois Associates
Selma Wuebbels, Core Team Leader

Prayer Ministry
When word comes to us from the PHJC Partnership
Office for prayer petitions, they are immediately
passed through the region by telephone contacts.
With each contact, another prayer is promised for
each petition requested.
Candidate Update
Eight Associates gathered for a session with our
candidate in formation, Evelyn Pakosta. We had an
afternoon of learning and prayer with the Called to
Mission video. Discussions followed and we ended
with prayer petitions for those in need.
Jubilee Celebration
On August 14, PHJC Sisters, Associates, relatives and
friends gathered at St. Paul’s Parish in Highland,
Illinois for a special celebration. It was Sister Loretta
Schleper’s 40th jubilee. Our heartiest congratulations,
Sister Loretta. And may the Lord continue to shower
you with many blessings.
Big News
It was a first for me. I won a handmade quilt at St.
Anthony’s picnic in Lively Grove, Illinois. It is pink
and white, with twelve embroidered blocks. Each
block is so pretty. It took seventy some years to make it.

Dear PHJC Sisters & Associates,
We cannot thank you enough for all
of your thoughts, prayers, Masses,
enrollments and monetary gifts
given on the loss of our son,
George. Thank you for sharing our
sorrow at the Visitation Chapel and
for attending the funeral Mass and
burial.
Our prayers go out to all of you.
God bless you,
Joe & Dolores Karnia
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2006 Associate/Sister/Fiat Spiritus Directories
The new directories for 2006 will be going to the
publishers soon. If you have a different telephone
number, address and/or e-mail address than
what is in the current directory, please call the
Partnership Office as soon as possible. We want
to make sure we have your current information
for 2006. Also, please check the birthday lists and
notify us of any incorrect dates.
Many Associates have e-mail addresses, and more
are getting them as time goes on. Please notify the
Partnership Office if you have an e-mail address.
We would like to at least have it on file in our
office. If you do not wish to have it included in the
directory, you can tell us that when you give us the
address.
(If you have been receiving e-mails from me, you don’t
need to contact us, unless you want it to be published
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in the 2006 directory. Very few e-mail addresses for
Associates are in the 2005 directory, so you might want to
have yours included.)
New Ministry for PHJC Sister
Sister Christine Styka began her new ministry at
the start of the new school year. She is teaching
science for grades 4–8 at St. John Berchmans School
in Chicago. Have a happy and pleasant school year,
Sister Christine.
Mexico Vocation and Initial Formation
Postulant Elvia Mina Juarez entered the novitiate in
Querétaro on Saturday, August 27. Aspirant Jezabel
Pulido Caropreso entered the postulancy on Saturday,
September 10 in Mapachapa. The women in formation
always appreciate your prayers and support.
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Companions on the Journey
October 21–22, 2005
Lindenwood—Donaldson, Indiana

Retreat Details

The retreat begins at 7:00 p.m. on Friday
evening and will conclude on Saturday after 4
o’clock Mass. (This Mass fulfills our Sunday
obligation.) Supper will be served following the
Mass for those who can stay.

Are you registered?

Please use the registration form included in the
envelope with this newsletter. The retreat is a
wonderful opportunity to meet other Associates
and candidates, to come away to a quiet place
and to share your faith with PHJC Partners.

Don’t delay in getting your registration mailed to the Partnership Office!

Up c o m i n g D a t es
Upcoming
Dates

September 24, Saturday
Milwaukee, WI
Midwest Kindred Spirits:
Gathering of Associates and Religious

October 21–22, Friday–Saturday Donaldson, IN
Companions on the Journey Retreat
PHJC Fall Mission Group Meetings
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Coming In 2006

PHJC Spring Mission Group Meetings
(Locations will be announced later.)

March 16, Thursday

Donaldson Mission Group
CKH Mission Group

March 16–17, Thurs.–Fri.

October 29, Saturday
East Mission Group
St. Joseph Hospital, Mishawaka 8:30 a.m.–4 p.m.

March 18, Saturday

Northwest Mission Group

South Mission Group
8:30 a.m.–4 p.m.

March 25, Saturday

East Mission Group

March 25, Saturday

South Mission Group

October 29, Saturday
Carlyle Healthcare Center

November 3, Thursday Donaldson Mission Group
Lindenwood Room 236
8:30 a.m.–4 p.m.
November 3–4, Thurs.–Fri.
Kasper Room

CKH Mission Group
2–4:30 p.m.

November 5, Saturday Northwest Mission Group
St. Mary Medical Center, Hobart 8:30 a.m.–4 p.m.
(See Fall Mission Group registration information
enclosed with this mailing.)

November 12, Saturday
Core Team Meeting



Donaldson, IN

June 2–4, Friday–Sunday
2006 NACAR Conference

Cincinnati, OH

June 16–20, Friday–Tuesday
2006 Community Week

Donaldson, IN

Getting Acquainted:

Meet Some Fellow Associates
compiled by Gayle Fiwek, Director of Associate/Sister Partnership

North Associate Marie Jacobs
Mary Ann Kemp, Core Team Area Representative

Quincy Associate Don Schulte
Don Schulte

Marie Jacobs is an Associate
in the north region. She
graduated from St. Augustine
Grade and High School. Both
of her parents also attended
St. Augustine. Marie has
six children who also were
students at St. A’s. Her
daughter, Nancy, was a
member of the last class to
graduate from the high school.

Don wrote an article that was published in Catholic Times
(the diocesan newspaper). He wrote about his trials and
tribulations throughout his life. He celebrated his 80th
birthday in June 2004, and is still an active dedicated
Christian man. What follows is a summary of his article
along with some personal notes he wrote for Associating
News.

Besides her own family, Marie is considered a
member of a family whose children she helped care
for for 22 years. She is included in many of their
family gatherings.
Marie credits her sixth grade teacher, Sister Ursula,
for inspiring her to live the charism of Mother
Mary. Joe and Dolores Karnia invited her to think of
becoming an Associate in its early years. At that time
there was no official preparation program, she just
attended meetings. She enjoys the good times shared
with the Sisters and Associates as well as visits to the
Motherhouse.
Marie has been instrumental in getting the word out
about Sister Joellen’s ministry (The food pantry and
Kids’ Café). Residents at Mayslake, where Marie
has lived for many years, as well as her friends and
relatives contribute items for the Kids’ Cafe.
Marie and Lorraine Schuch have graciously hosted
north region meetings at Mayslake. In August,
twelve Associates gathered to make blankets for Sister
Joellen. Three were completed that afternoon and
money was collected to make a blanket for each of the
babies at Nazareth Home.
In her quiet way, Marie is living the charism of
Mother Mary among her family and friends and is a
catalyst inspiring them to see and serve Jesus in the
poor among us.

Don was raised in a large
family of 12 children. There
were 7 boys and 5 girls. The
remaining 12 children were
raised during the Depression.
Don’s family believed strongly
in praying the Rosary.
During World War II, all of
Don’s brothers served in the
military services. Four fought in Europe and two
were in the Pacific. One brother was discharged
before being sent overseas due to problems with
his eardrums and one brother died in Europe. Don
served in the First Ordinance. When the Germans
broke through the lines in France, Don was shot in his
left leg and right foot. Because of infection, the left
leg had to be removed above the knee.
When Don returned home from the war, he had a lot
of healing to go through. He believes he carried the
cross of losing his leg fairly well. He stated that it did
not stop him from getting out on the dance floor. He
used to dance what he called the “Peg Leg Waltz.”
One of the young ladies Don used to dance with was
to be his wife, Rita. They were married in 1947 and
were blessed with two daughters in the early years of
their marriage.
Don contracted tuberculosis of the lungs. He had to
undergo treatment in a sanitarium and could only
see his children through a window. This was an
extremely difficult time in Don’s life. Although Rita
could visit him in his room, he was still separated
from his family for more than a year. Before releasing
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Don from the sanitarium, he had lung surgery and
was transferred to a veteran’s hospital for treatment.
Following several months of recovery, he was able to
return home.
Don stated in his personal notes:
As I look back to when Sister Joette (Huels)
got Rita and I involved with the Associates, at
first I thought “Just what I need—more church
work.” You see I was very involved with the
church here at St. Mary’s. But as I watched
what was going on around me, I seemed to
want to get involved. I remember coming to
the Convent (Motherhouse) and Earthworks.
This was something (being a farmer and
a gardener) I was used to. I enjoyed it
very much. I enjoyed coming back to the
Motherhouse to work on the yearly programs.
I seem to have gotten involved in several
programs, like the handicapped scouts as
well as the handicapped peoples retreat called
H.E.C. (Handicapped Encounter Christ)…But
I soon found out I was over-loaded and saw
myself growing tired. But I loved every bit of
it: convent, scouts and cookouts…
I wish I was younger, but that is impossible.
I’m 80 years young and my health is not the
best, so it’s hard for me to do what I used to do.
But whatever I can do I will be most happy to
do it. I will pray for all of you and will try and
do whatever I can. Love all of you.
Your Brother in Christ,
Don Schulte
Quincy Associate Barbara Mitchell
Barbara Mitchell
My name is Barbara Mitchell.
My husband, Richard, and
I have been married for 53
years. We have 17 children
and 45 living grandchildren,
5 step-grandchildren and 10
great-grandchildren. As you
can imagine, we have a large
group when we get together at
Thanksgiving and Christmas. Twelve of our children
live within fifteen miles of Quincy and five live in



other parts of the country. Our oldest child is 52 years
old and our youngest is 26 years old. We have 10 girls
and 7 boys.
I used to work at the Quincy Herald Whig newspaper
office in the Circulation Department. But now I have
been retired for the past seven years.
We have lived in our home for the past 48 years. As
you can see, we don’t move around much. Since our
retirement, we have done quite a bit of traveling,
visiting our children. In 1998, when I retired, we had
the opportunity to go to Rome for the ordination of
one of our young parishioners who was ordained a
deacon in October of that year. Before we were able to
go, I was diagnosed with colon cancer. I had surgery
and they were able to get all of it, so I never had to
take any treatments. We were on the plane October 4,
going to Rome. God works in wonderful ways.
In 2002, my husband and I celebrated our 50th
anniversary, and our children gave us a trip with the
PHJC’s Pilgrimage to Germany, Netherlands and
Rome. We had the privilege of sitting up in the area
with the priests and cardinals for the Mass offered by
Pope John Paul II. We were given this opportunity
because of our 50 years of marriage. It was a real
honor to be able to be that close to his Holiness.
My sister is Sister Mary Edward Mason—which is
how I got acquainted with the Poor Handmaids of
Jesus Christ. I was 6 years-old when my parents
took her up to the Motherhouse. My father was not
Catholic at the time, but fell in love with the Sisters
and the beautiful grounds of the Motherhouse.
Sister Edward had told my parents to send me to
the Catholic grade school, which they did. I was
the only child of the family to be able to attend St.
John the Baptist Catholic grade school. My father
turned Catholic when I was in second grade. I was
taught by the PHJC Sisters. I had wonderful teachers
including Sister Maricita (Petrites), who was my
second grade teacher.
Dick and I visited Sister Edward whenever possible
while raising our family. We learned about the
Associates from Sister Edward and Sister Florence
(Kuhn), who is at St. Vincent’s Home here in Quincy.
We were encouraged by them to become Associates.
Our first commitment to the Associate/Sister
Partnership was in 1994. This is our eleventh year
being Associates.

I have been very involved with the church for the
last 25 years. I have served 20 years on the Parish
Pastoral Council and I am involved with the Liturgy
Committee. I have helped out at school during
lunchtime while my children attended. All of our
children went through twelve years of Catholic
education. I have volunteered at St. Vincent Home
and belong to the Auxiliary there. When our children
were young, I was a Den Mother in Cub Scouts and
received the Silver Fawn Award for outstanding
service in Boy Scouting. I have also been a Brownie
leader, a Junior Girl Scout leader and helped with the
Cadet Girl Scouts. I worked on fundraisers for the
church, grade school and high school.
One thing that is important to me about being an
Associate is learning more about Blessed Mary
Catherine Kasper. Being able to visit the Heilborn
Chapel and the Motherhouse in Dernbach, Germany
was a wonderful experience and made me feel much
closer to Mother Mary Catherine Kasper. I feel she was
a very humble and giving person with a strong will
to serve the Lord. She is a model for me to follow if
possible. With my sister in the community and having
been taught by the PHJCs in grade school becoming an
Associate only seemed the right thing to do.

and shopping. Rebecca acquainted me with the
Presbyterian faith-sharing group which mentored me
for the PHJC Associate faith sharing group later on.
As years passed on, I did a variety of services. I
ministered lovingly to my husband in his illness. I
volunteered with St. Vincent de Paul at St. Mary’s
Parish in East Chicago. I sent all the birthday cards
to the Associates and Sisters in the West region. I
supported my favorite charities, especially Sojourner
Truth House and many other areas relating to my
family and their needs.
My opportunity for faith sharing with other
Associates and Sisters has enriched my life and I have
always looked forward to it on a monthly basis.
In this last year I have been experiencing some health
problems, so I have moved to Fort Wayne, Indiana to
live with my daughter Margaret and her family. My
ministry in these recent months has been enjoying
and loving my contact with grandchildren and greatgrandchildren.
My prayer is that my contact with the Associates in
the East One Region can be as fulfilling as it has been
with my friends in the West Region.

West Associate Vita Fanizzo Quinn
Sister Loretta Schleper, Core Team Leader
I had the honor of being
invited to be an Associate
member of the Poor
Handmaids of Jesus Christ
by Sister Angela Ellinger 22
years ago. Sister Angela and
the St. Catherine Hospital
community in East Chicago,
Indiana were my mentors.
They opened up to me and my family many
opportunities for sharing my faith and the gifts of
service exemplified by the Sisters.
I worked at St. Catherine’s Hospital as a Patient
Advocate with Sister Stephen Brueggeman and
had many wonderful experiences of sharing many
families’ pain and bringing comfort in the time of
need. I met Rebecca Williams when her husband
died in the ICU. Because of my presence with her as
Patient Advocate, we became friends and I assisted
her later by taking her for doctors’ appointments

West Associate Bertha Fredericks
is currently living at St. Anthony
Home in Crown Point, Indiana. She
would enjoy hearing from you. Her
address is:
Bertha Fredericks
St. Anthony Home
203 Fransican Drive, Room 338
Crown Point, IN 46307
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Directory Updates

Please note the following changes in your 2005 Sister/Associate/Fiat Spiritus directories:



What is a Mission Statement?
Gayle Fiwek, Director of Associate/Sister Partnership

A mission statement tells what we exist to do in a
clear and simple way. It could be created with a
vision statement, a list of aims and/or a list of guiding
principles. A vision statement is a statement of what
our group of Associates would like to see in the
future—either in terms of society or in terms of our
organization itself. Our aims are an elaboration of our
mission statement, providing extra detail where our
mission is broader. Our guiding principles contain the
way in which our organization should be run, the how
as opposed to the what of our organization.
Why do we need a mission statement?
A mission statement:
• Creates clarity about what we are.
• Creates unity.
• Allows us to make decisions according to
our values and deeper principles.

• Can inspire and motivate our group of
Associates.
• Helps explain who we are to others.
A mission statement is only able to create clarity
and unity if it has been put together by involving
every person in the organization. Putting together
a mission statement should bring any differences
of opinions out in the open for discussion. In that
way, through discussion and collaboration, everyone
becomes clear as to exactly what the organization
exists to do.
What steps do we take? A brief introductory
presentation will be made at the fall Mission Group
Meetings to explain why we are writing a mission
statement.
(Mission Statement continued on page 10)
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(Mission Statement continued on page )
A small committee made up of representatives from
each Associate region will be formed to steer the
mission statement process. Brother Bob Overland, FS,
(Mission Integration Coordinator) and I (Gay Fiwek)
will meet with the committee to assist them in their
process development.
The committee will meet on November 12 at the
Motherhouse to identify what process they want to
use. There will probably be one other committee
meeting after all the regions have been met with.
Information will be shared by the committee with
Associates in each region, and each Associate will be
given the opportunity to offer input in the writing of
the mission statement.
What do we need? We need representatives from
each region to join the committee and meet with us
on November 12. Please consider offering your time
and input to help all Associates in writing our mission
statement. This is an exciting point in the growth and
development of our mission as Associates. We have
the support and encouragement of the PHJC Sisters as
we begin this process. Please call me at (574) 936-9936
to volunteer to be on the committee.

“No Gift Too Small”

54 page full-color book
with CD of 14 songs
celebrating the creativity of the
Poor Handmaids of Jesus Christ.

Order yours today!
No Gift Too Small
P.O. Box 1
Donaldson, IN 46513
or contact
sconnieb@poorhandmaids.org
Cost per copy:
$20 Book/CD
$2 S&H within USA
$5 S&H outisde USA
All profits will benefit the PHJC’s
ministries among the poor.

Book Reviews by Sister Joetta Huelsmann, PHJC
The Dark Night of the Soul: A Psychiatrist Explores
the Connection Between Darkness and Spiritual
Growth by Gerald G. May, M.D. San Francisco,
CA, Harper Collins Publishers, 2005. 216 pages,
paperback $14.95
Gerald May, who recently died this past spring,
has given us a wonderful gift in his book, The
Dark Night of the Soul. He bases his thoughts
on the study of John of the Cross and Teresa of
Avila, as well as gleaning from his own personal
experiences of spiritual growth and work with
others in psychiatry and spiritual direction.
The book is divided into seven chapters: The
Story of Teresa and John, The Theology of Teresa
and John, The Liberation of Desire, Meditation
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and Contemplation, The Psychology of the Night,
Modern Contexts, The Coming of the Dawn.
Gerald May breaks each of these chapters apart
to make the theology of Teresa and John a bit
more understandable. He also uses many quotes
from other modern day authors, such as Harold
Kushner. He writes this book for everyone in
lay terms so that all of us who are called into
an experience of the dark night can make some
sense out of it. It’s a must-read and worth a
second read as well.

Quincy Prays for Peace

Information submitted by Quincy Core Team leader Bert Wienhoff

On August 8, the Quincy Associates and Sisters met
for a monthly gathering of prayer, faith sharing and
celebration. The group used the prayers and readings
from LCWR that were sent to all seven regions last
week. This year marks the 60th anniversary of the
bombings of Hiroshima and Nagasaki. LCWR called
all faith communities to unite to pray and fast for
peace. The Quincy faith sharing focused on the effects
of the atomic bomb and remembrances of Hiroshima
and Nagasaki. Bert remembered the events vividly.
He was stationed in Mindanao, a staging area for the
invasion of Japan. He remembered there were 200,000
troops in the one area. Estimated U.S. casualties for
the invasion was a million, so when the atomic bomb
ended the war, they were all very thankful.
The Quincy partners celebrated the August
birthdays—there were four of them. Associates
were able to welcome and get acquainted with Sister
Kenneth Scheibel, their newest partner. Other topics
of conversation included their plans for a mission
booth at the annual Bazaar. The Quincy group will be
selling hand-crafted items from the Mexico missions

Quincy Sisters and Associates

that Sister Mary Jane Ranek has been furnishing. She
has been sending items to Donaldson for the PHJC
Bazaar, as well as any other parish craft bazaars that
Associates are willing to sell for the Mexico missions.
A partnership picnic is being planned by Quincy for
September. Hopefully there will be pictures to share
in the next Associating News!

Rest in Peace
Remember in prayer two recently departed PHJC sisters: Sister Anne Fox and Sister Richard Mehal. May they
rest in peace. Sister Richard passed away on July 6 and Sister Anne died on July 22.

Please Remember in Prayer…

all Associates, Sisters, friends and families of the Poor Handmaids of Jesus Christ, all those spoken and unspoken prayer requests of
friends, family, Sisters and Associates.
East 3
Ann Amelia Selle............................................................ illness
Jo Ann Triffon................................................ death of husband
Sister Kathleen Kelley.......................................illness of sister
Sister Ethel Yuha.............................................. death of brother
Sister Agatha Niebrugge....................... death of sister-in-law
Dolores Schafer.................. recovering from injuries sustained
in auto accident
West
Rosemary Chlebowski................................................... illness
Sister Marybeth Martin......death of Vocation Office assistant
Quincy
Don Schulte........................................................illness/surgery

North
Hermina Kuhl................................................................. illness
Gwen Walters.....................................................illness of sister
Joe and Dolores Karnia......................................... death of son
South
Louis Morgan................................................. death of husband
LaGarda Holtgrave’s son-in-law............recuperating from a
recent heart attack
Mexico
Sister Deb Davis..........................recovering from foot surgery
Fiat Spiritus
Jim Swarthout.............................. recovering from hip surgery
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What You Can Do to Help Katrina’s Survivors
Starting Points to Consider for Hurricane Relief
Miranda Hitti, WebMD Medical News
Reviewed by Michael Smith, MD
Compiled by Jan Macey, Associate/Sister Partnership Office Assistant

August 31, 2005—Hurricane Katrina and the floods and
destruction that followed have sparked concern far and
wide. Here is how you can help the most.
Cash Counts
Everyone wants to send help but we forget the
“logistics” at times. Cash does not have to be stored,
sorted, packed or transported with accompanying
costs. Agencies can issue cash vouchers to victims
to meet their needs immediately. To learn about
charities before making a donation, try visiting
Charity Navigator (www.charitynavigator.org).
Organizations to Consider
Many organizations are working hard to bring relief
to the storm’s victims. Here are a few suggestions if
you want to donate cash or volunteer:
• American Red Cross—English:
(800) HELP-NOW; Spanish: (800) 257-7575
• Operation Blessing (800) 436-6348
• America’s Second Harvest (800) 344-8070
• Catholic Charities, USA (703) 549-1390
• Christian Disaster Response (941) 956-5183
or (941) 551-9554
• Christian Reformed World Relief Committee
(800) 848-5818
• Church World Service (800) 297-1516
• Convoy of Hope (417) 823-8998
• Salvation Army (800) SAL-ARMY (725-2769)
Animal-Related Charities
Pets and other animals were also affected by the
hurricane. Groups addressing those needs include:
• Humane Society of the U.S. (www.hsus.org)
• Noah’s Wish (www.noahswish.org)
Give Wisely
As we think about our giving there is nothing wrong
with reflecting on how we can do this wisely. Here
are some suggestions on giving wisely:
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Budget for giving.
Be an informed giver. Don’t be afraid to ask questions,
including the specific name of the solicitor and his or
her relationship to the organization. Give only when
you feel comfortable that your dollars will be going to
support an organization you know and believe in.
Keep the right records. For gifts of less than $250, a
canceled check or credit card statement is sufficient
for IRS requirements. For larger gifts, you’ll want
to get a properly-worded receipt from the charitable
organization as a confirmation of your tax deductible
contribution.
Be aware of how much is really tax deductible. If you
receive a premium in exchange for your gift (such as a
book or a dinner), the amount of your tax deduction is
reduced by the fair market value of the premium. You
can turn down the incentive item if you wish to claim
a deduction for the full amount of your gift. Ask the
receiving organization for more details.
Ask about matching gifts. Many employers match
gifts made by their employees or make grants to
organizations recommended by employees. Be sure
to ask your company how it can help your gift go
even further.
Remember, your gift can be confidential. If you
prefer to have your gift remain confidential, you
should let the organization know. You can expect the
charitable organization to honor your request.
Don’t forget you have the right to say no. Give
generously when you can, but if you’re unsure or feel
uncomfortable—or if an organization simply falls
outside your plan for giving—don’t be afraid to say
no. Or, ask for more information and take more time
to think before making your decision.
Sources:
www.my.webmd.com (Web MD Health site)
www.emergency.com (EmergencyNet News)
www.cnn.com
By the time you receive this newsletter, it will be nearly one month after
the hurricane hit the Gulf States. We are sure that those states will still be
in need of our prayers, financial support, and other means of assistance.
Hopefully you will find some useful information herein.—Gayle Fiwek

