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Mercy is the force that reawakens us
to new life and instills in us
the courage to look to the future
with hope.
— Pope Francis
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EARTHWORKS

Some Hard (Not Just Inconvenient) Truths
Truth #2
Listen up, everyone – well over half the world’s
population is poor in some way.

T

ruth-telling is a hard skill to master. It requires
intellectual discipline, reflection and courage.

Pope Francis is a person who has definitely mastered
this skill. His actions, his decisions, his comments
spring from deep reflection and his experience of
our troubled world, and he is not afraid to talk about
them in his new encyclical.
Laudato Si, his long-anticipated letter on the
environment is addressed to all of us living on this
planet – not just to believers, church-goers, or the
hierarchy. That may be why, unlike other encyclicals,
it’s a very readable document. You may not want to
delve into a nearly two hundred page document, but
if you do, you’ll find it very understandable. And
you might also find it shocking in its truth-telling.
For those who haven’t the time or the inclination to
read the encyclical, I’d like to share a few of those
sharp-edged truths told by the only Pope who has
chosen the name Francis (which, by itself, should tell
you something about this man’s vision.)

Truth #1
Climate change – and its interconnected
problems – is REAL.
Yes, this in spite of nay-sayers whose skepticism is
based not on science, but on economic or political
gain. The Pope respectfully affirms the scientific
research which condemns our objectification of the
planet’s resources like oil, water and air – as if their
only purpose in creation were for humans to use
and use up for economic gain. Pope Francis points
out that the poor suffer disproportionately from the
effects of climate change caused by this attitude,
and he calls upon people at every level in society to
intentionally share resources with the poor.
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Pope Francis isn’t talking only about economic
poverty: he points to those who lack education or
healthcare, to farmers who can’t keep their family’s
land, to those who suffer from our planet’s slow
destruction of common resources – like clean water
and clean air (Do you remember? On February 6,
2016, Beijing closed schools and factories because the
air was too polluted to breathe).

Truth #3
Our way of life doesn’t work – it has failed –
it needs to change.
And each one of us must take responsibility to bring
that change about.
We belong to a throw-away culture, says Pope Francis.
Check your garbage – how many disposable plastic
items? How much food waste? Do you recycle?
Notice that we’re throwing away not just things, but
also people. A throw-away mindset makes human
trafficking and abuse of children actually make sense
to those whose whole attention is focused on money.
What do you think about turning away refugees from
our land of plenty? Or demanding their valuables as
their entrance ticket?
Pope Francis comments that we have come to
expect instant gratification in every aspect of our
lives. (How long will the internet be down – I can’t
live/work/think without it?) While he praises the
enormous gains of technological development,
he also tells us that we have been seduced by
“rapidification.” Perhaps it is time to put our cell
phones away for a while in order to pay attention
to the people around us. Reminding us of Small is
Beautiful, Pope Francis convincingly argues that
progress is good, but unlimited material progress is a
total myth.
The Pope tells us that “less is more.” He asks us to
learn to live with less so that others may simply
(Some Hard (Not Just Inconvenient) Truths,
continued on page 4)
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EARTHWORKS
(Some Hard (Not Just Inconvenient) Truths, continued
from page 2)

This is a profoundly human requirement, not just a
rule for Christians or Catholics.

live. He doesn’t mean a simple giving up of things,
although that is certainly helpful. He wants us to
re-define material happiness, to learn that “things”
are never the source of contentment. Consumerism is
rampant, he says, and it convinces us that we need,
not want, more and more. So not only is less not
more, more isn’t enough either. (Have you counted
your shoes or ties lately?)

Pope Francis’ urgent requirements for profound
changes in thinking and behavior are hard truths,
indeed. We’ve had our heads in the sand, so to speak.
The powerful wind of Laudato Si blows away our
illusions and invites us to be partners in the Pope’s
courageous truth-telling. “Living our vocation to be
protectors of God’s handiwork is essential to a life of
virtue; it is not an optional or secondary aspect of our
Christian experience.”

Our culture prizes veiled greed over compassion.
Pope Francis has harsh words for leaders who look
the other way when the truth might affect their
wealth or their re-election. (Has Congress finally
agreed that climate change is a genuine problem?)
We have made profit more important than people.

Truth #4
We live in an interconnected universe that
everywhere displays the hand of the Creator.
Pope Francis speaks eloquently and reverently of
the mystical meaning in “water, air, a poor person’s
face.” He tells us that the environment, because of its
God-given interconnectedness, is a common good,
and it is a sin to consume it greedily. Every one of our
actions has an environmental consequence because
all of our systems: economic, social, environmental
– are connected and intertwined. Breaking this
precious web is a new kind of sin.
Taken all together, the truths of Laudato Si (and there
are certainly more than four) call for a profound
conversion to ”ecological citizenship.” Going beyond
policy and law, Pope Francis explains to each of us – in
simple and straightforward words – that we need to
examine our values, learn new habits, school ourselves
to a world view and decision-making that fosters
gratitude and results in choices for the common good.

To understand better and reflect on these truths, I
invite you to read some or all of Laudato Si. Or, at
the very least, read a few articles about its message.
Prepare to be challenged. Prepare to think about
some of the things you take for granted. Prepare
to be, all at once, uncomfortable, discouraged and
supremely hopeful. Living our faith as demanded by
Pope Francis (remember, it is not optional) will make
us part of the solution, as at the same time, in God’s
mercy, we are forgiven for being part of the problem.
You can find the text of Laudato Si at:
http://w2.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/
encyclicals/documents/papa-francesco_20150524_
enciclica-laudato-si.html
Some good commentaries on the encyclical at:
http://sjbc-buffalo.com/laudato-si-commentary
http://americamagazine.org/issue/franciscancharacter-laudato-si
https://thejesuitpost.org/2015/06/an-overview-oflaudato-si/

-

Sister Sue Rogers, RSCJ, Director, Earthworks

Let us remain calm and preserve peace in our soul in all circumstances.
Sunshine follows the rain.
— Blessed Catherine Kasper
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MOONTREE STUDIOS

Sarah’s Tent Manifests the Mindful Connection of
Art, Nature and the Spirit Within!
started with comparatively small investment. Each
experience Peggy offers has “class time” when
proper techniques are demonstrated and reinforced.
Outside of “class time” individual homework or prearranged studio time for participants to hone their
skills and understanding of the media and techniques
is required. Peggy will be available for direction and
instruction all along the way. For beginners, spinning
wheels may be rented from MoonTree. Peggy will be
at MoonTree at least through April 2016.
Unfinished detail of Sarah’s wedding by Sister Nancy
Raboin, PHJC. Medium: Colored pencil

M

argaret (Peggy) Coffey
joined MoonTree
Studios in February as the
first Artist in Residence,
focusing on Fiber Arts. In
that capacity she has offered
a variety of fiber experiences,
including a full realm of
spinning and weaving
courses. She offers
something for all skill
levels – from beginners to advanced fiber artists
wanting to expand their knowledge and skills.
Peggy’s art residency at MoonTree provides an
opportunity for anyone drawn to fiber arts to get

While at Moontree Studios, and in collaboration with
Sister Nancy Raboin, Peggy will also be envisioning
and nurturing the seed of an idea for a fiber art
installation tentatively named “Sarah’s Tent.” The
concept for the elaborate three-dimensional artwork
is the contrast between the outward life of biblical
Sarah, the long-barren wife of Abraham, with her
innermost prayers, doubts, dreams, and emotions.
The living fiber sculpture, “Sarah’s Tent,” is to be an
illumination of the connection between spirituality,
women’s social issues, and community-building.
It is hoped that “Sarah’s Tent” will be life-giving,
participatory, woven with prayers, and that it could
potentially become a traveling exhibit.

-

Evelyn Schwenk, MoonTree Studios Coordinator

The new MoonTree Studios catalog
for Summer 2016 here!

WE’RE INTENSIVELY CREATING!
Pick up your copy or take a peek online:
www.moontreestudios.org
You’ll find a wonderful line-up of three to five day
experiences connecting Art, Nature and Spirituality!
Are you intrigued?
Spring 2016
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THE CENTER AT DONALDSON / CATHERINE KASPER LIFE CENTER

Baladino to Visit The Center at Donaldson
The visit is part of the Arts Midwest World Fest,
which brings world music to stops throughout the
Midwest. The world music events commenced in
2015 and run though 2017.
Baladino takes listeners on a journey to the heart of
the Mediterranean, featuring melodies brought to
Israel from Spain, Eastern Europe, Turkey and the
Middle East.

W

orld music fans, you’re in luck. The Center at
Donaldson, and the Culver Academies, are
the only Indiana stops for the Israeli band Baladino.
The Center at Donaldson is partnering with Encore
Performing Arts to host Baladino April 17-23, 2016.
They’ll perform here and at a Marshall County
venue, and conduct a workshop at the Catherine
Kasper Life Center during their stay in Donaldson.

Visit ArtsMidwestWorldFest.org,
TheCenterAtDonaldson.org or
The Center at Donaldson on Facebook
for more information.

-

Barbara Allison, Assistant, Communications

Meet Carol McGuigan, Catherine Kasper Home’s
New Executive Director

I

Carol McGuigan

t’s the Poor Handmaids
effect. “They bring an
atmosphere to all their
ministries,” said new
Catherine Kasper Home
Executive Director Carol
McGuigan. “The Sisters’
presence really makes the
difference. It’s in their hearts.
I know it, and so does God,”
she added.

Sister Judith Diltz, PHJC
made the announcement in early January 2016. Carol
had previously served as Interim Executive Director
at Catherine Kasper Home.
A Fort Wayne native, Carol graduated from St. Francis
University in Fort Wayne with Master’s Degrees
in Psychology and Medical Technology. She has
undergraduate degrees in Chemistry and Business
Administration as well, but she says her most intensive
training comes on the job. “The residents have given me
the best training I’ve ever had. There isn’t any job that’s
6
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more important than another,” she says. A leader more
than a boss, Carol feels that all co-workers can give
respect, dignity and attention to detail.
In addition to interim leadership positions at several
other Indiana facilities, Carol has been the director
of both DeKalb Health Center in DeKalb County,
Indiana, and Englewood Health Center in Fort Wayne.
Carol’s goal is to increase community awareness
about the ministry of Catherine Kasper Home in the
area, even in these challenging financial times. “It’s a
challenge to make the government realize that to take
care of people well, we need more money than they’re
willing to give,” (through Medicare payments) she said.
Carol’s been married for over 40 years to her husband,
Kevin. They have two sons, one daughter and three
grandchildren. Her hobbies include gardening,
fishing, hiking and spending time outdoors.

-

Barbara Allison, Assistant, Communications

ST. JOSEPH COMMUNITY HEALTH FOUNDATION

The Gift of Mercy – Transforming Lives
It was nothing like she imagined, as most of the
inmates had to remain behind locked doors as she
and other volunteers dropped off cookies and fruit
for each inmate.

I

t was one of the most intense, riveting, and talkedabout site visits in 2015. On October 26, staff
members and a handful of board members from the
St. Joseph Community Health Foundation visited the
Allen County Jail to learn more about the chaplaincy,
which had applied for a grant from the Foundation.
Chaplain Dick Sievers gave a tour of the facility
and answered a slew of questions from inquisitive
staff and board members, including Sister Germaine
Hustedde, PHJC. They were left with a profound
appreciation for this ministry for the spiritually poor,
mentally ill, and those struggling with addictions in
the Allen County Jail, which houses more than 1,000
inmates. In November, the Foundation awarded the
Allen County Jail Chaplaincy with a $15,000 grant for
educational and spiritual programs.
“Extending mercy to these men and women in the
Allen County jail is exactly what the chaplaincy
does,” said Foundation Executive Director Meg
Distler. “The site visit was very moving for all of us,
and it was eye-opening to hear the stories of how
the chaplaincy has had an impact on the spiritual
health of the inmates. Truly they are amongst the
poorest of the poor.”

The Allen County Jail Chaplaincy,
which was established in 1997, holds
Bible studies, provides reading material,
offers several educational and selfhelp programs, and even supplies
undergarments to inmates without
them. Their mission is to bring comfort,
encouragement, and hope by ministering
the redemptive love of God.
Former Foundation Communications Coordinator
Natalie Trout saw that love firsthand when she
volunteered at the annual inmate Christmas party.

“I’ll never forget the faces I saw because so many of
them were crying,” she said. “They would press their
faces up against the tiny glass window in the door,
cry, and thank us for bringing them treats. It was
such a simple thing we did, but it had major impact
on the inmates.”

In a world that so often shuns criminals and
dismisses any ideas of hope, Natalie was
impressed with the mercy given by the chaplaincy.
“The Poor Handmaids always look at the individual,
the person, not what they’ve done or where they’re
from, and that’s exactly what the chaplaincy at the
Allen County Jail does,” she said. “It was so beautiful
to see the inmates experience God’s love with no
strings attached.”
The chaplaincy is transformational in the lives of
inmates, keeping many from returning to jail after
they
are released.
There are also many volunteers who
MoonTree
Studios
P.O. Box 1; 9601 Union Road
collaborate
with the chaplaincy to make it successful,
Donaldson, Indiana 46513
935-1712
andPhone:
the(574)
program
is being looked at by other jails
Fax:
(574) 935-1701
moontree@poorhandmaids.org
as awww.moontreestudios.org
model. The Foundation Trustees unanimously
recognized this grant as an excellent opportunity to
expand the impact of the Poor Handmaids and their
values and legacy in Allen County, Indiana.

-

Natalie Trout, Former Communications Coordinator,
St. Joseph Community Health Foundation

Poor Handmaids of Jesus Christ
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NAZARETH HOME

Miracles Happen at Nazareth Home
There are miracles… and then
there are miracles.

L

eiara was six months
old when she arrived
at Nazareth Home in
September 2014. She had
been released from Comer
Hospital in Chicago after
having tethered spinal cord
surgery. She was very small
and fragile. Her double cleft
lip and palate prevented
Leiara from using her
mouth to eat. Instead doctors inserted a gastrostomy
tube (G-tube) to deliver nutrition directly into her
stomach. Even then, she had difficulties tolerating
her G-tube feedings.

Nazareth Home is a licensed foster home for
infants and toddlers that have been abused,
need special surgeries, or are going through drug
or alcohol withdrawal. We are a ministry of
the Poor Handmaids of Jesus Christ, serving
medically-fragile babies in Northwest Indiana
since 1993. We care for poor and powerless
infants and children by providing them with a
loving, caring, and stable beginning.
During Leiara’s first post-surgery appointment
at Comer Hospital, we learned that her previous
caregiver missed crucial medical appointments.
Leiara’s original schedule for reconstructive surgery
repair for her double cleft lip and palate had passed.
The surgery was vital to our baby girl’s physical
health and social development. Without it, Leiara
wouldn’t learn to eat, speak clearly or develop
appropriate social skills.

Dr. Russell Reid
8

Dr. Russell R. Reid, M.D., her
pediatric surgeon, and his team
at Comer Hospital worked on a
plan of care to get Leiara back on
track. Quite frankly, though, we
were worried about how to pay
for the surgery. You see, Illinois
hospitals won’t accept Indiana
Medicaid payments.
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Dr. Reid had a solution. He introduced us to Carol
Ann Jacovich-Ochwat, program coordinator for
Fresh Start Caring for Kids Foundation. She worked
diligently with the Indiana Department of Child
Services (DCS) case managers and Nazareth Home to
file the proper paperwork and ensure follow-through
so that Leiara could have the vital surgeries in a timely
manner. Thanks to Fresh Start, Dr. Reid and the team
at Comer Hospital, Leiara has now completed all three
necessary reconstructive surgeries.
And here’s the best part… last June, Leiara had her
very first taste of food by mouth. We weren’t sure
what she would think. As she took her first bites of
oatmeal she seemed a little uncertain, but then she
loved it and actually finished it all! In spite of all she
has been through, she is a very happy baby with a
strong character. She loves music, dancing in her
highchair and playing in the baby pool. She interacts
more and more with the other toddlers, and she
babbles constantly.
“Seeing my patient in the care of the staff at Nazareth
Home, I could tell immediately that this stood out
from anyplace I’ve seen,” says Dr. Reid. “I take care
of a lot of children in foster care, so I have a lot of
experience judging the social environment, and
immediately I could see that she had a huge amount
of support. And for any of our surgeries to be
successful, that is the biggest component.” Dr. Reid
added, “There is a brightness about her now that
really shows, and I give all the credit to the team at
Nazareth Home. What the people at Nazareth Home
do – that’s really life-giving.”
This past October we held a farewell blessing for our
baby girl as she moved on to her adoptive home with
a loving family. Sister Barbara Kuper, PHJC, and Rev.
Leroy Fasset, a longtime volunteer, helped celebrate
the farewell blessing.

We at Nazareth Home get to witness these kinds
of miracles every day, but this particular miracle
would not have occurred without all of us
working together as a team in the
spirit of the Poor Handmaids.

-

Jean Bowman, Director, Nazareth Home

BETHANY RETREAT HOUSE

A Look at Bethany Retreat House

T

hose who knew
Catherine Kasper
were often amazed at
her wisdom and at the
decisions she made as the
young community grew
and developed. When
asked how she came to
this decision, or how she
knew what to do in a given
situation, she would answer simply, “The voice
within told me.” It became clear to those who knew
her well that this “voice within” was her constant
companion and guide. As she made decisions about
ministries of the congregation, about invitations to
expand geographically, and about individual Sisters,
she relied on this “voice within” for guidance.
It is the deep listening to this inner voice that has shaped
the Poor Handmaids of Jesus Christ Congregation from
its beginnings and throughout its history. And it is this
deep listening that continues to guide current Poor
Handmaids, both in decisions about the congregation
and in decisions for their own individual lives… what
to study, where to go to school, with whom to live, what
ministry to engage in, with whom and to whom to
minister, for example. The Second Vatican Council has
helped the Church become much more acquainted with
and comfortable with the indwelling of the Holy Spirit in
each person, that “voice within” that Mother Mary knew
so well and that is accessible to each person.

Bethany Retreat House in East Chicago,
Indiana, is a PHJC ministry whose mission is
to help individuals recognize this precious gift
of divine indwelling and grow in familiarity and
relationship with God who loves and guides
each person over a lifetime. Ministry at Bethany
takes various forms in its mission to help
people pay attention to the inner life.
•

Bethany provides quiet space into which people
can retreat for a 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. day away
from the demands of life, giving them physical
and emotional space in which to listen more
deeply to the voice within.

•

Both in times of retreat and in an ongoing
relationship, individuals come to Bethany
for spiritual direction, an age old tradition of
reflecting on one’s life with God with someone
familiar with the inner life and schooled in
accompanying others.

•

Bethany offers monthly dream groups in which
people gather to share their night dreams in
community and help each other listen for the
voice of God’s guidance within the dream.

•

A group of spiritual directors gathers monthly
at Bethany to reflect together on their ministry
(A Look at Bethany Retreat House, continued on page 16)
Spring 2016
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ANCILLA COLLEGE

Residential Campus Creates a New Culture

Ancilla

W

hen the Poor
Handmaids
purchased the beautiful
acreage in Donaldson,
Indiana in 1918,
isolated tranquility
was an asset. When
Ancilla College began
admitting the public in 1966, the quiet humility of the
Sisters was enough to attract and retain commuter
students from the surrounding counties.

College

But the world changes and
Ancilla College has decided to
change with it.
No longer viable without residential housing,
President Ken Zirkle, who started in the summer of
2014, noted that time had become fatal to many small
colleges. He had new ideas of how to work with the
board of trustees and the Poor Handmaids to begin
the residence hall project and, then, working actively
with faculty and staff, the result was an addition of
new athletic teams, new academic programs and a
few operational shifts.

On-campus events have grown since the opening of
the residence hall. Before residence halls, classrooms
and sidewalks were deserted by late afternoon. Now,
visitors can feel the bustle of students in all corners
of campus. Volleyball nets and cornhole boards
10 Word Gathering | www.poorhandmaids.org

surround the 100-bed hall. Erika Taylor-Joseph,
admissions counselor and newly appointed director
of student activities and events, has seen a rise in
participation of activities. “Bowling night attendance
has almost tripled and the dodgeball tournament
has become so popular the students are planning an
outdoor winter tournament.” The students are also
developing other intramural sports, including flag
football and disc golf.
Student interaction has also changed. Alaska native,
Xalina Gomez, who was a student here before the
hall was built and is now employed as one of three
new residence assistants, noticed a big difference
in how the students engaged with each other. “Last
year, you would mostly see groups that worked
closely together – all the basketball players hung out
with all the basketball players. Now you see softball
players hanging out with soccer players, athletes
hanging out with non-athletes.” Because Ancilla’s
student body is comprised of people from 15 states,
11 countries and 129 Indiana high schools, this was
one of the many positive results that came with the
new building.
Since students are living together in a much larger
group, academics have received more attention as
well. Residents are now able to access the campus
servers and resources that are often difficult to
tap into off campus. Whereas a previous trip to
the writing lab might mean taking a drive, now it
is just a quick walk across the street. The amount
of collaboration between students has increased
according to Brandon Kosloski, another RA in the
new Hall. “I see kids studying everywhere – in
the lounge, or the conference room – even in the
hallways.”
When first chosen by the Poor Handmaids, the rural
1,100-acres surrounding the college were seen as an
asset away from the temptations and distractions
of a city. But the remoteness of the campus became
a slight disadvantage when choosing a college.
“Parental concerns revolve around safety,” said Vice
President of Enrollment Eric Wignall. “We found
parents, especially of daughters, did not want their
children living in an apartment 20 minutes away. The
(Residential Campus Creates a New Culture,
continued on page 11)

ANCILLA COLLEGE
(Residential Campus Creates a New Culture, continued
from page 10)
residence hall solves that problem.”
The Student Life Center, which was opened to
accommodate the growing population of on-campus
students and houses the new campus dining hall,
also adds to the welfare of the students. “Now with
everything right here – the school, the living quarters
and now the dining, parents can feel better about the
environment of their children,” said Ziggy Pairitz,
general manager of dining services.
In addition to the salad and pizza bars, and the
popular ice cream machine, the dining offers allyou-care-to-eat, buffet-style meals and a make-toorder station where students can have fresh stir-fry,
omelets or other entrees made fresh and to their
tastes. On top of the food selection, students have
more to take advantage of. The Sodexo website has
many features geared toward the interest of the
students, including an online catalog of recipes and
nutrition information. MyFitnessPal, a program that
tracks personal nutritional statistics, pulls up specific
Sodexo menu items. The menu can also be integrated
with Fitbit wireless exercise bracelets.
As a bonus, the Student Life Center is more than
just a dining hall. A fireplace surrounded by couches
allows a more casual place for students to meet. After
dinner, students congregate long past the dining
service hours. “The place is becoming very active and
social,” said Morely Luciano, a student who came
here from New York. The building is open 24 hours,
with a garage-door style cutoff to close the kitchen
so the dining area can be used for activities in the
evening. “We have some big ideas for this place,”
said Scott Horch, the director of the residence hall.
“We want to put in seating that will allow students to
spread out and study or work on projects. We want
them to be able to grab a cup of coffee or a pre-made
sandwich if they are on the go. Things will grow even
more after opening the second hall.”
Because of the success of the new structures, Ancilla’s
board of directors quickly approved the building of
a second residence hall. Vice President of Mission
Integration, Sister Jolise May said, “The decision by
the board to build the first residence hall was one
wrought with a mixture of excitement, challenge,
unanswered questions and trepidation.” The plan was
given a green light last year and the hall filled beyond

capacity before the school year even started. May said,
“In the movie Field of Dreams the Iowa farmer says,
‘If you build it, they will come.’ Ancilla built its first
dorm and, yes, they came.” The construction of the
second dorm is scheduled to be completed before fall
of 2016, in time for the arrival of the newest batch of
Ancilla College students arrive.
Ministry is the heart of Ancilla and the residence
hall and Student Life Center have both become
instrumental in serving the students through ministry.
A meditation room has been constructed on the
second floor of the new residence hall giving students
an area of quiet reflection. Stained glass windows have
been installed, adding to the ambiance of the space.
“It feeds the soul of the person. It feeds the spirit,”
said Sister Judith Diltz, PHJC provincial. Sister Judith
said she and her two sisters created their own design,
and, after talking with the artist, gave him freedom to
make the windows more abstract. “We feel the image
is inspirational without being overly religious,” she
said. The mainly blue windows evoke water, which is
a motif of the Poor Handmaids of Jesus Christ.
The new buildings are also beneficial to Ancilla’s
campus minister, Albert Escanilla. “During the
dinner hours, I am able to practice the ministry of
presence and visit a large number of students in
a very short time.” He walks around the cafeteria
talking to students and making himself available
to people who need an understanding ear. But
more than that, he focuses on cooperation and team
building, which, among other things, builds the
community aspect of the campus.

While at first it seemed like a risky
and expensive venture, the building of a
residence hall and Student Life Center has
proven to be a positive step in not only
saving the life of a community college,
but enriching the lives of its students.

-

J. Chad Kebrdle, Institutional Advancement Associate,
Ancilla College

www.ancilla.edu
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Reflections from El Salvador
Last fall Sister Bonnie Boilini, PHJC and Sister Mary Jane Ranek, PHJC were privileged to visit El Salvador for the
35th anniversary of the murders of four churchwomen by a military death squads in 1980. This is part of Sister Bonnie’s
insights on the trip.

November 28, Day 1

Day one was spent in travel, from Chicago to Miami
to El Salvador. The airport at El Salvador reminded
me of Midway until they fixed it up. And of course
there is a Subway sandwich place in the airport.

November 29, Day 2

The hotel was typical of
a small hotel in Salvador,
three or four beds in a
room. I shared with a
friend from Chicago,
Sister Marge, as well as
Sister Mary Jane Ranek,
PHJC. We started the
day with a talk from
Jose who is in charge of
SHARE, (A non-profit
organization supporting
the empowerment
of impoverished
and marginalized
Salvadoran
communities) about the
violence in El Salvador.
Currently there are 15
murders a day. We then
went to the cathedral
where Beatified
Archbishop Oscar Romero is buried. We had a lively
Mass in remembrance of the four churchwomen,
Ita Ford, Maura Clark, Dorothy Kazel and Jean
Donovan. That evening, Maria, an attorney who is
very active in civil rights talked about the violence by
the gangs, as well as the large commercial companies
coming and taking over the land.

a school. In 1981 she was on her way home and was
kidnapped and never heard from again. Her family
continues to leave a light on for her return, even
though it has been over twenty years.
We then went on to UCA (University of Central
America), a Jesuit University and the site of the
murders of six Jesuits, their housekeeper and
her daughter. I chose to move on to the site of
Archbishop Romero’s home, and the church where
he was murdered. A young Sister greeted us in
church and told us the story of his life and death.
We then went back to UCA where we had a forum
on “Root Causes of Immigration.” In El Salvador it is
mostly violence that causes people to flee.
At the hotel we met with ARCOIRIS, which defends
the human rights of the transgender community.
Several women met with us telling us their stories. In
El Salvador, there is not a transitioning process as in
the States. The women inject jet fuel into their bodies,
as that was all that was available to them. Their life
expectancy is 37 years because of what this has done
to their bodies.
As you can see, our day was full of much sadness,
but also of much Esperanza (hope).

November 30, Day 3

Our trip began at 7:30 a.m. as we boarded the
buses. We arrived at the “Monument to Truth and
Memory” in Parque Cuscatlán. The monument lists
names of 30,000 victims of the civil war. We were
given the name of a person on the wall to find, and
then a woman told us the story of Teresa Mercedes
Romero, a young woman who was a social worker in
12 Word Gathering | www.poorhandmaids.org

December 1, Day 4

Once again an early start of the day, we boarded
the bus to leave at 7:00 a.m. We traveled two hours
from San Salvador to Bajo Lempa Jiquilisco in
(Reflections from El Salvador, continued on page 13)
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Usulutan. The Pequena Comunidad is a Christian
based community of women religious, active since
the late 1970s. They have walked with poor and
persecuted communities, before, during and after
the war. There we were told about Padre Pedro De
Clencq, who began several youth groups in dance
as well as theatre in the parish. These groups have
steered young people away from gang activity. The
community made us lunch, entertained us with
dances and performed a play they had written about
violence in the world.

As they left I got lots of hugs and kisses. Such
profound unconditional love.
Once again we boarded the bus to go to CIETTA
(Center for Investigation, Experimentation and
Transfer of Ecological Agricultural Technology).
SHARE works with their women’s gardens and fruit
tree planting projects. We were given some time to
explore the farm and to buy some of the organic
coffee among other things.

An older Priest, Father David, played guitar and sang
a song about Archbishop Romero for us. He sang it on
the way to the burial the day of the funeral. He told us a
story about going incognito and seeing his Archbishop,
who asked why he was there, and the two walked
together. At the Cathedral that day there were 80 killed.
The military kept track of those in attendance.
We returned to the hotel, freshened up and again
boarded the bus to go to the Foreign Office. We met
with the Vice Minister for Salvadorans abroad. The
talk in my opinion was very political, talking about
the women and saying that the four National Guards
who were responsible were in prison. I was pretty
upset because in reality, the four in prison pulled the
triggers, but it was others more prominent who gave
the orders. I was ready to walk out, but then Bishop
Tom Gumbleton from Detroit spoke. He spoke about
the need for justice, from El Salvador as well as
from the United States. He asked the government to
reopen the case.

December 2, Day 5

Today was a hard day, the 35th Anniversary of the
assassination of the four churchwomen. Ita, Maura,
Jean and Dorothy have brought a new meaning to
my life. We left at 7:30 a.m. to go to Comunidad
Esquipulas, the site of their murders. This site is truly
holy ground. Since their death, a church, St. Teresa
de Avila, has been built in their honor. The church
is small, and I am sure that people came hours
ahead for a seat. A quiet procession from our buses
took place. As I walked beside a bus full of church
members from the area, I was invited to walk with
them and ended up outside the church. Throughout
the liturgy I stayed with them to the end of the
dedication of the monument on the parish grounds.

December 3, Day 6

It has been hard to finish my journaling for this
day. I reflected on the reason I did not post sooner
and I think this day has been one of the hardest
emotionally. As I journaled, I relived it. We started
our day going to the Salvadoran Legislative
Assembly. SHARE foundation was given a special
award in honor of its 35 years of ministry in
El Salvador.
We left for Chalatenago, a two-hour trip from
San Salvador. This is along the Honduras border
and is where the refugees are returning to their
homes. The churchwomen worked with these
people in Chalatenago. We went to the cemetery of
(Reflections from El Salvador, continued on page 14)
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Chalatenago. There we honored the graves of Sisters
Maura, Ita and Carla. The grave was simple, as were
all in the cemetery. There were police standing guard
at some of the monuments. It seemed whereever we
went, police were there.
We continued on to
Guarjila to celebrate a
liturgy in honor of the
women. A bishop and
two priests co-celebrated
the liturgy. The bishop
spoke some English, and
was quite humorous. A
profound statement he
made was “People go to
the grave, ideals stay.”
After the liturgy we
continued to San
Antonio de Los Ranchos.
We had a procession in
silence over the river
where Sister Carla had
drowned. I walked up
the steep hill holding
arms with an elder and
her granddaughter. We
gathered, listened to children sing, were welcomed
by those who knew the churchwomen, and watched
fireworks. After dinner we were each given (yes
all 115 of us) a piece of needlework made for us to
remember this time – amazing and humbling. Our
names were then read, and we gathered at a bus to be
taken to a local town to stay overnight with a family.
Our host took in ten of us! We got in the back of her
son’s truck and headed to her home.

December 4, Day 7

We got up early in our host home, and since her
son took the truck to work we walked with another
son back to the park to be picked up by our bus. As
we walked down the street there was a symphony
of roosters and other birds waking up the earth.
Instead of cars, horses were in driveways eating their
breakfast, with dogs guarding them.
We then left for San Jose Las Flores, another
community in Chalatenango. A group of women, The
Association for the Development of Chalatenango,
spoke to us about their experience as women
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organizing. They were an amazing group of women
who helped to bring back people from Honduras
after the war, and worked in the rebuilding of El
Salvador. They helped people with housing, getting
water, education and healthcare.
As custom, we got back late to the hotel. We had to
hurry and get ready to go to a nice dinner to celebrate
both our sending off as well as the 35th Anniversary
of SHARE. There were mariachis as well as two
guitarist/singers. People danced for hours.

December 5, Day 8

A travel day for most of us. Sister Marge and I left
early to the airport, meeting several other Sisters. We
left for Chicago. For you that have read this, I hope
your hearts were moved, as mine was on this trip. I
wish this holy land peace during this New Year.

-

Sister Bonnie Boilini, PHJC

“This trip was a life
changer… and to be
honest my heart is
still there.”
Sister Bonnie Boilini, PHJC

HEALTHVISIONS

HealthVisions East St. Louis –
Transformational Collaboration at Work

O

ne of the Ministry
Operational
Principles for the Poor
Handmaids of Jesus
Christ is transformational
collaboration.
HealthVisions Midwest
works in the communities of Lake and Allen Counties
in Indiana and in East St. Louis, Illinois to “develop
and facilitate partnerships.” Partnerships with local
healthcare providers help to coordinate services and
“address systemic community health needs.”
HealthVisions East St. Louis has joined a group of
agencies called East Side Senior Collaborative. They
are working to create synergy to reach more seniors
to educate them about available services and provide
nutritious meals. The events began in January and is
called the East Side Café.
One of the services
provided by
HealthVisions
East St. Louis
(HVESL) is assisted
transportation.
Volunteers are
recruited to drive
seniors to doctor
appointments,
grocery shopping,
banking etc. In the
fourth quarter of 2015,
volunteers drove
A client is all smiles after
receiving assisted transportation. more than 21,115
miles helping seniors
get to medical, business, spiritual and social services.
The volunteers are given compensation for the miles
that they drive.
It is getting harder and harder to provide this service
due to the budget impasse in the State of Illinois.
Social services across the state have not received
their monies since July 2015. One of these agencies,
AgeSmart Community Resources, helps fund the
assisted transportation program at HealthVisions East
St. Louis. Recently, AgeSmart reduced their funding
by 50%. Fortunately, we recently received a grant from

the Daughters of Charity and the Missionary Oblates
of Mary Immaculate that will offset the loss of funding
from AgeSmart. As a result, HVESL will be able to
continue providing assisted transportation. Costs for
the assisted transportation will be monitored and
HVESL will continue to seek more donations.
HVESL also seeks to reduce isolation and loneliness
by providing reassurance calls and friendly visits
through the Faith in Action to Serve and Transform
(FAST) Program. The story of Mr. Broaden is one
of many examples of how the HVESL Staff has
transformed the lives of many in East St. Louis.
Mr. Clifford Broaden affectionately calls
HealthVisions and FAST Ministries “his family.” A
native of rural Alabama, Clifford Broaden moved to
the East St. Louis area as a young man and married
the love of his life. His life changed drastically when
his wife left him to raise three children. This was not
easy for him. Mr. Broaden spent much of his time
working for the Greyhound Bus Company as a cook
as well as working on cars to provide extra income.
Because of his low education level, he often had to
depend on others for help with basic activities of
daily living which involved paying bills and reading
important mail. His feeling of being rejected caused
him to think others didn’t understand him. He felt
like no one had time for him.
After attending the “Living a Healthy Life” class,
Mr. Broaden began to express his feelings of isolation
and loneliness caused by his strained relationship with
his family to the HVESL staff. He soon began to call
“HealthVisions” his family. He says the staff gives him
the time and attention that is given by family. He feels
comfortable calling when he has questions concerning
his health. He makes regular visits to the office; he sings
and plays the harmonica. “You have given me a reason
to live.” HVESL has given him a place of belonging.

Mr. Broaden is one of the many examples of
clients who have experienced the power of
love through the caring of staff.

-

Sister Margaret Anne Henss, PHJC, Director of Mission
and Communication, HealthVisions Midwest
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CATHERINE KASPER LIFE CENTER

Rehabilitating at Catherine Kasper Home

J

oe Coury, 93, moved to
Maria Center after six
weeks of rehabbing a foot
wound at Catherine Kasper
Home. The Wheeling, West
Virginia native and father
of three daughters arrived
in Plymouth in 1956 after
graduating from Harvard
Joe Coury
Business School, serving in
the US Navy in WWII and
Korea, and working in California and Florida. He
had a long career in the aluminum manufacturing
industry and retired in 1986. He lost his wife of 75
years in April 2015.
In October 2015, Joe noticed his right shoe getting
tighter and tighter. He knew he was long past
the stage of foot growth. His daughter called the
ambulance when he told her about his foot swelling
and she subsequently discovered the wound. After a
four-day hospital stay, he moved to Catherine Kasper
Home for further recuperation and physical therapy.
Once a week, he returned to St. Joseph Regional
Medical Center in Plymouth for additional treatment,
which including IV antibiotics. At CKH, Joe worked

(A Look at Bethany Retreat House, continued from page 9)
as they listen for God’s stirrings in them while
accompanying others in their life with God.

•

A women’s group gathers quarterly for a book
discussion over a potluck supper. Meeting for
over 18 years, these women share wisdom and
encouragement and help to discover God present
in each of their life stories.

•

Bethany offers occasional workshops and day
retreats to provide “tools” and practices that help
people enter more deeply into their life with God.

•

Bethany encourages the practice of spiritual
reading, both through its lending library and
its bookstore. Library items cover an array of
spirituality topics and can be borrowed for a
month at a time. For those wanting to purchase
inspirational reading and music, the bookstore
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hard at physical therapy with Maynard Utadye, who
Joe describes as extremely professional and very
hard working. Since the wound impaired his ability
to walk, he’s been progressively learning how again.
Joe’s ultimate goal is to fully walk again. Currently,
he gets around by scooter for longer distances, and
walking with the help of a walker. He doesn’t know
if he’ll make it, but he has hope. He thinks losing a
little weight will help. Another complication is that
one of his legs is shorter than the other since he’s had
both knees replaced. He also appreciated the care,
kindness and professionalism of the nursing staff,
especially Amanda Williams.

“Oh yes,” was Joe’s response when asked if
he’d recommend CKH to others in need of
their services. “They’re very professional,” he
added. He also appreciated the opportunity
to attend Catholic Mass everyday at CKH.
The spiritual care he received, including
daily visits from the resident Sisters, was
as important to him as the physical care he
received at Catherine Kasper Home.

-

Barbara Allison, Assistant, Communications

stocks the latest and best spirituality books
available. It also carries meditation and liturgical
music CDs, some audio books, and an assortment
of hand-quilted sweatshirts, wall hangings, and
tote bags. Unique to Bethany’s bookstore is a line
of one-of-a-kind eco-friendly fabric gift-wrap bags.
From its beginnings in 1992, Bethany Retreat
House has been a place of inspiration, peace, and
encouragement for over 300 people each year. Guests
have come from Indiana and Chicago-land, from
throughout the United States, and from several other
countries. Each has come to Bethany with a desire
to grow in relationship with God, to pay attention
to their inner life and to the “voice within” which
Catherine Kasper and PHJCs the world over cherish
and seek to live with in deeper communion.

-

Sister Joyce Diltz, PHJC, Director, Bethany Retreat House

MEXICO

Pro-Region Chapter in Mexico

I

n the cold early days of January, the 13 Sisters of
the Mexican Pro-Region greeted each other warmly
as they gathered for their second Chapter. Sisters
Annemarie Kampwerth and Barbara Spiegelhoff from
the General Council joined them for the seven days.
During this time the Sisters reviewed the quality of their
community life, the apostolates, vocation ministry and
formation. Besides this, they addressed the financial
situation and the need/desire to become economically
self-sustaining within the next few years. For more than
a year each Sister was involved in two commissions
preparing materials that would guide their work
at the Chapter. During the Chapter, very creative
presentations initiated the conversations and lead to
their decisions. What do we want to be/do during the
next three years? What are the non-negotiables?
Some of the decisions the Sisters made include
radically living a life of simplicity, gratitude and
unity, as well as strengthening communication within
each of the four local communities and between
communities within the same state.
The focus also includes maintaining a sacred atmosphere
within each community. Developing leadership
among the native members is essential. Deepening
the congregation’s roots and revitalizing the PHJC
charism proved to be a priority for the next three years,
Furthermore the Sisters will respond to Pope Francis’ call
to be more merciful and to care for our planet.
The Sisters recognize that financial development
for the ministries and the Pro-Region in general is a
high priority while also offering initial and on-going
mission integration for employees and partners.

Using the results of a recent apostolate assessment,
implementation of the suggestions will be reported in
the next Chapter.
In the area of formation, the process/program will
be evaluated and adapted to reflect the multicultural
nature of the Pro-Region. More consideration will be
given to Sisters who will live in a formation community,
so that they better understand and embrace their role.
Because it is necessary to have new members to
continue the mission as Poor Handmaids of Jesus
Christ, each Sister committed herself to be an active
vocation promoter and the three Sisters involved
in vocation ministry as part of their apostolate will
create a vocation ministry plan to be shared in an
upcoming assembly.
A final decision was made to support the ProRegional leadership, and thus strengthen their
sense of belonging; knowing that each Sister has the
responsibility to help build healthy community life.
But, the time together wasn’t all work and no play. Each
evening, planned activities had the Sisters relaxing,
laughing and enjoying each other’s company in true
PHJC fashion. The pictures speak for themselves.

The Sisters in Mexico ask for your prayerful
support that they might live their commitment
to Chapter decisions and continue to grow.

-

Sister Deborah Davis, PHJC
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PHJC Volunteer Program –
Advisory Committee Members Share Their Gifts
Meet the Advisory Committee members of the PHJC
Volunteer Program.
Sister Connie Bach serves as
Co-Director of the Volunteer
Program. She was a teacher and
principal for ten years each and
currently has a private practice
in music therapy. Sister Connie
is a musician and composer and
enjoys organizing. She currently
serves on the Board of Chicago Area Vocation
Association (CAVA) and is Co-Coordinator of the
Midwest Region of the National Religious Vocation
Conference (NRVC).
Michael Cummings serves as the
Parish Site Director at Ss. Monica
and Luke Parish in Gary, Indiana.
He assists in adult formation
and is dedicated to working for
causes. Michael is detail-oriented.
He especially enjoys working to
build bridges with minorities.
Sister Michele Dvorak serves
as the contact to the PHJC
Provincial Leadership Team. Her
experiences include elementary
and higher education, teaching
and administration. She brings
many college level contacts,
local community networking,
parish networking, international experience, faith
formation, leadership development and Catholic
Social Teachings.
Pat Dwyer served the Inner
City Teaching Corps volunteer
program as a volunteer, as part of
the staff and then as the director.
Called to work with young
adults, Pat has a commitment
to live a mission-driven life. He
designs retreats and reflections,
enjoys strategic processing and brings enthusiasm to
his work.
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Sister Mary Ellen Goeller
has a strong background in
Business Administration as well
as working with volunteers,
governance, regulations and
dealing with terminations. She
currently works as Coordinator
of Volunteers at St. Catherine’s
Hospital in East Chicago and St. Mary’s Hospital in
Hobart, Indiana.
Maria Jalocha is a retired honors
curriculum mathematics teacher.
She is bilingual in Spanish and
English and has taught English
as a Second Language. Maria has
developed and run educational
programs, worked with
minorities, taught in the Upward
Bound program in East Chicago, and has worked
with a wide variety of age groups.
Rachel Lyons spent three years
in the Jesuit Volunteer Program
as a volunteer and then staff
member. She continues to act
as a consultant to that program.
She works at Old St. Pat’s Parish
in Chicago and is an organizer
with a focus on social justice and
formation. Her gifts are in the areas of networking
with placement sites, orientation, rituals, evaluations,
community development and advocacy.
Sister Marybeth Martin is CoDirector for the PHJC Volunteer
Program. She ministers as a
spiritual companion and has
background in special education
and campus/young adult
ministry. She enjoys writing,
offering retreats, working with
young adults in discernment and hosts several
groups through Lindenwood. She enjoys working
with people and helping them make connections
with themselves, God, others, our world.
(PHJC Volunteer Program, continued on page 19)
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(PHJC Volunteer Program, continued from page 18)
Candace Scheidt has a long
history with the Poor Handmaids
having been a Sister for many
years and serving on their
Provincial Leadership Team as
well as Co-Director of the PHJC
Associate Community. Candace
is currently serving as principal
at St. Thomas the Apostle School in Chicago. Her
gifts include administration, organizing, writing,
working in an international setting and the
experience of running a summer volunteer program.
She currently has two volunteer teachers in her
school through the Inner City Teachers Corps.
Sister Cathy Schwemer is
the former Director of the
North American Conference
of Associates and Religious
(NACAR). She enjoys working
with groups on discernment with
an emphasis on living out their
Baptismal call. Sister Cathy’s
specialties are program development, retreat work,
adult faith formation and Catholic Social Teachings.
Donna Summerville is a Staff
Attorney, mediator and Guardian
Ad Liem. Her background and
connections include Nonprofit
Management, Calumet American
Inn of Court, Continuum of Care,
Lake County Bar Association,
“Girls On the Run,” Lake County
Task Force on Domestic Violence and Sexual Assault,
and Road Runners Club of America. Donna is a
marathon runner and brings the gifts of a critical eye
focusing on the positive and using powers for good
and strategic planning.

PHJC Volunteers
Make a difference with heart!

How blessed the PHJC Volunteer Program is
to have such generous, gifted members
to get us off on the right foot!

-

Prayer to be
Merciful to Others

T

his prayer gives us a true measure of our
mercy, a mirror in which we observe ourselves
as merciful Christs. We can make it our morning
invocation and our evening examination
of conscience.
O Most Holy Trinity! As many times as I
breathe, as many times as my heart beats, as
many times as my blood pulsates through my
body, so many thousand times do I want to
glorify Your mercy.

I want to be completely transformed into Your
mercy and to be Your living reflection, O Lord.
May the greatest of all divine attributes, that
of Your unfathomable mercy, pass through my
heart and soul to my neighbor.
Help me, O Lord, that my eyes may be
merciful, so that I may never suspect or
judge from appearances, but look for what is
beautiful in my neighbors’ souls and come to
their rescue.
Help me, that my ears may be merciful, so that
I may give heed to my neighbors’ needs and
not be indifferent to their pains and moanings.
Help me, O Lord, that my tongue may
be merciful, so that I should never speak
negatively of my neighbor, but have a word of
comfort and forgiveness for all.
Help me, O Lord, that my hands may be
merciful and filled with good deeds, so that I
may do only good to my neighbors and take
upon myself the more difficult and toilsome
tasks.
Help me, that my feet may be merciful, so that
I may hurry to assist my neighbor, overcoming
my own fatigue and weariness. My true rest is
in the service of my neighbor.
(Prayer to be Merciful to Others, continued
on page 20)

Sisters Connie Bach, PHJC and Marybeth Martin, PHJC
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SOJOURNER TRUTH HOUSE

Mark your calendars! 17th Annual Walk for STH
Take Steps to End Homelessness!
Walk with us on June 11, 2016 at the
17th Annual Walk for STH!

The Most Reverend Donald J. Hying,
Bishop of the Diocese of Gary – Honorary Chair and Grand Marshall

S

2016 Walk for STH - Postcard.indd 1

1/29/16 12:29 PM

ojourner Truth House will benefit from the efforts
of hundreds of individuals who will walk in the
17th Annual Walk for STH on June 11 to raise funds
for our Gary-based homeless center.

Sojourner Truth House, a ministry sponsored by the
Poor Handmaids of Jesus Christ, serves homeless
and at-risk women and their children. Clients staying
in local shelters come to the day center for help
obtaining benefits, referrals to community support
agencies, basic skills and employment training,
healthcare screenings and referrals, counselling, and
assistance with finding housing. They also offer one
of the largest food pantries in Northwest Indiana, as
well as a clothes closet. Sojourner Truth House serves
an average of 2,100 clients monthly. On an annual
basis, they provide clothes to over 2,400 clients and
serve more than 16,000 meals.
(Prayer to be Merciful to Others, continued from
page 19)
Help me, O Lord, that my heart may be
merciful so that I myself may feel all the
sufferings of my neighbor. I will refuse my
heart to no one. I will be sincere even with
those who, I know, will abuse my kindness.
And I will lock myself up in the most merciful
Heart of Jesus. I will bear my own suffering in
silence. May Your mercy, O Lord, rest upon me.
You Yourself command me to exercise the three
degrees of mercy. The first: the act of mercy, of
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The Walk for STH begins and ends at Sojourner Truth
House in Gary, with pre-Walk festivities held on-site.
Vendors will provide information on local services
and product sampling; children will be able to enjoy
games and face-painting.
Again this year, we will also offer a “satellite site” for
the Walk on our campus at The Center at Donaldson.
Members of the Poor Handmaids of Jesus Christ will
walk, along with Maria Center and Catherine Kasper
Home residents, Ancilla College students and coworkers. The public is welcome and encouraged to
join us!

Register to walk by visiting
www.walkforsth.org or by calling
(219) 885-2282. You may start your
own team, join a team, or walk as
an individual. To sign up for the
Donaldson site, go to
www.walkforsth.org/phjc.
The Walk for STH raises funds that support all of
Sojourner Truth House’s community-based services.
Please join us on June 11!

-

Terry Sanders, Vice President of Development,
Ancilla Systems Incorporated

whatever kind. The second: the word of mercy
— if I cannot carry out a work of mercy, I will
assist by my words. The third: prayer — if I
cannot show mercy by deeds or words, I can
always do so by prayer. My prayer reaches out
even where I cannot reach out physically.
O my Jesus, transform me into Yourself, for You
can do all things (163).
Used with permission of the Marian Fathers of the
Immaculate Conception of the B.V.M.

DEVELOPMENT

On being merciful this year…
“Simon, Simon, behold Satan has demanded to sift all of you like wheat, but I have
prayed that your own faith may not fail; and once you have turned back, you must
strengthen your brothers.”
Lk 22: 31-32

C

elebrating the Holy Year of Mercy is turning out
to be more difficult than I thought. When I first
learned about it, I knew it was a great idea – 100%
on board.
We should forgive. We should care for those suffering
without food, drink, or clothing. We should visit the
lonely, sick and imprisoned. And bury the dead…
um, yes, we should keep doing that. This is why I
choose to work for the Poor Handmaids of Jesus
Christ. This is what the Sisters do every day.
But I didn’t quite fully understand the challenge.
Last December, during the Sacrament of
Reconciliation, I confessed about a low and fiery
moment with a co-worker when I didn’t show my
best behavior. I was so mad that I yelled at this
person. I didn’t just raise my voice. I yelled. In front
of other people. It was the grown-up version of a
temper tantrum, complete with storming out of the
room. Not pretty. Not usually like me. And I couldn’t
let it go. I apologized to him. I apologized to God.
But, the whole argument was eating at me. I was
still so mad.
My confessor said, “Be merciful.”
Now I expected counsel about asking the Holy
Spirit for patience. I expected reflection that my
anger was a symptom of a deeper sadness because
the relationship is out of order. I did not expect his
instruction to “Be merciful.”
Apparently, he didn’t understand. My co-worker
wasn’t seeking mercy. He wasn’t asking for
forgiveness. How could I extend mercy when there
was no one to receive it. If I were to tell the person, “I
forgive you,” it would be met with a confused, blank
stare. After all, I was the one who acted like a twoyear-old. “Be merciful,” he said.

And that’s the challenge. This year is,
of course, about doing good works. Our
Catholic faith even offers very specific
corporal and spiritual works of mercy to
practice. But, in reality, our challenge is to
allow the doing of mercy to lead us into
simply being merciful.
This is what I witness modeled by the Poor
Handmaids of Jesus Christ. Not to perfection –
no one is Jesus – but with persistence.
I know Sisters praying daily for their enemies –
known and unknown. I know Sisters gently
greet Ancilla College students in the cafeteria,
strengthening them, calling forth their goodness.
I see Sisters model deep respect and care for our
Earth, recognizing our interconnectedness with all of
creation. I know Sisters who visit people in hospice,
offering companionship on the journey to be with
God. I watch Sisters give leadership to others, so that
the charism of Blessed Catherine Kasper can touch
people all over the world.
Throughout the year, you may receive letters from
the Sisters sharing ways that they are living into this
Holy Year of Mercy and inviting you on this walk
with them. I hope you will join them.

-

Andrea Proulx Buinicki, Director of Development,
Poor Handmaids of Jesus Christ
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IN MEMORY

In Memory of Our Associates and Sister
LaGarda Holtgrave

Annemarie Mandichak

aGarda was an Associate
in the South Region
for 23 years. She died at
Aviston Countryside Manor
on December 2, 2015. She
was 93. LaGarda was born
on September 13, 1922,
in Beckemeyer where she
lived her entire life. Her
first contact with the Poor
Handmaids was in first
grade. She remembered the PHJCs were always there
to help her and her family. Sadly, she remembered,
her baby brother died in the arms of a Poor
Handmaid Sister.

est Associate
Annemarie
Mandichak passed away
on December 5, 2015 at 82.
In 2014 she was thrilled to
attend the Companions on the
Journey retreat after which
we celebrated her 25th year
as an Associate. Annemarie
had four children, ten
grandchildren and one greatgrandson. She was born in Germany, not far from
Dernbach, the home of Blessed Catherine Kasper.
Her brother, as well as other extended family, still
live there.

LaGarda married Walter at St. Mary’s Church in
Carlyle on April 26, 1949. He died in 1973. They
had six children, 19 grandchildren and 19 greatgrandchildren. She devoted her life to her family
and her faith.

Annemarie spent years working side by side with
Sister Margaret Urban in ministry to the homebound
and she stated it was at that time she learned that
God was calling her to a deep and personal love.
Annemarie was a member of St. Catherine of Siena
Church and over the years served as a Eucharistic
Minister, cleaned the church and participated in
the Mustard Seed Prayer group. She was also very
involved in RCIA. She retired from Keyes Fiber of
Hammond after 30 years of service.

L

When Sister Barbara invited LaGarda to become an
Associate in 1992, she was quick to accept and said
she always felt welcome. She was a member of
St. Anthony’s Church, where she was a sacristan and
in the choir. She was also a member of the Ladies
Sodality, served as a Eucharistic minister, and took
communion to those who were unable to attend
Mass. LaGarda loved baking and cooking, and
was always concerned that others were fed before
herself. She also enjoyed quilting, bingo, rummy, and
her dogs. In more recent years she ministered as a
Praying Associate, dedicated to bringing our needs
to God in prayer.
May LaGarda rest in peace.

W

On the occasion of her latest recommitment she
stated “there is no greater life than with Jesus in
my heart.”
May Annemarie rest in peace.

Magdalen Suddaby

E

ast Three Associate,
Magdalen (Meg)
Suddaby, passed away on
December 30, at the age of
103. In 1986 she became one
of our first Associates. Meg
was the widow of Raymond
who died in 1990. She was
born in South Bend, Indiana,
and spent her childhood in
Mishawaka, Indiana. It was

(In Memory, continued on page 23)
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in grade school that she first was influenced by the
PHJCs. She received her education at Ancilla College,
Donaldson, Indiana, the University of Arizona at
Tucson, Arizona and her BA in Liberal Arts at DePaul
University, Chicago, Illinois. She received her
MA in Education from Indiana University,
Bloomington, Indiana.
Magdalen was a PHJC from 1931-1945. Her teaching
years covered Quincy, Chicago, Illinois, Fort Wayne,
Indiana and Stuttgart Germany where she was
affiliated with the American Armed Forces. In 1965,
she moved to Santa Barbara, California. In recent
years she had been living at Vista del Monte,
Santa Barbara.
In addition to being an Associate, Meg was a member
of the California Retired Teachers Association; the
Honorary Teachers’ Society, Delta Kappa Gamma;
Old Mission Altar Society; and a RSVP volunteer
since 1968. A lover of animals, she belonged to many
Humane Organizations, especially Humane Farming,
and also, Wildlife Conservation. In 1977, she began
volunteer work at Old Mission Santa Barbara, in the
Archive Library, and with the Franciscan Resource
Library. She was also a Eucharistic Minister of the
Sick for many years.
Meg stated on the occasion of her 20th anniversary
as an Associate that “it is an honor to be an Associate
knowing that our Blessed Mother was the first
handmaid of the Lord… Although I am far away in
miles, I feel very close in spirit.”
Meg led a life of strong faith and loving support to
the children she taught and to animals. She will be
missed by many.
May Meg rest in peace.

Precious in the sight of the LORD is
the death of his saints.
Psalm 116: 15

Sister Patricia Belting, PHJC

S

ister Patricia Belting
(formerly Sister Louise)
a Poor Handmaid of Jesus
Christ died on January 5,
2016 in the Catherine Kasper
Home in Donaldson, Indiana.
Sister Patricia is survived by
nieces, Karen (Bill) Peak, and
Mary Jones and nephews,
Kurt Belting, Joseph Belting,
Michael Belting, Mark (Terri)
Huffman, Dan (Linda) Huffman, Chris (Ann) Belting,
William (Becky) Belting.
Sister Patricia’s dedication and love for her family
and the PHJC congregation was evident. In her
jubilee reflection she wrote, “As I reflect on my life as
a PHJC, the word “gift” comes to my mind. The call
to religious life, the PHJC community in particular,
continues to be an experience of change, support and
growth in all areas of my life, body, mind and spirit. I
see this as a journey to wholeness until it is complete
in the Godhead.”
A photo history collage of her family hung in her
bedroom where she would gladly reminisce with
visitors about her family. This was a cherished gift
she received on her 80th birthday from her niece.
Sister Patricia was born in Mishawaka, Indiana on
February 24, 1932 to John and Agnes (Myers) Belting
who preceded her in death along with her brother,
John (Mary) Belting and her sister Maris (Edwin)
Huffman. She attended St. Joseph Grade School
in Mishawaka and one year at Mishawaka High
School then completed her high school education
at Ancilla High School in Donaldson. On June 25,
1951 she entered the Poor Handmaids of Jesus Christ
Congregation and professed her first vows on June
25, 1953. Sister Patricia received her Bachelor of
Education degree at Alverno College in Milwaukee,
Wisconsin and her Masters degree in Education at St.
Francis College in Fort Wayne, Indiana.
Sister Patricia served as a teacher from 1953 until
1975 in Chicago and Edwardsville, Illinois and Black
Oak and Hammond in Indiana. In addition to the
elementary grades, she was a Montessori teacher in
(In Memory, continued on page 24)
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Fort Wayne. Sister Pat commented that, “she thought
she would be a teacher until she died, but she was
mistaken and she never chose any career, it just
happened.”
Following teaching, she continued as a Spiritual
Counselor and earned her Doctorate of Ministry
in Pastoral Counseling from Garret Theological
Seminary. The learned skills were an asset to her as
a member of the PHJC Novitiate team in Cincinnati,
Ohio. She was delighted to obtain a Doctorate
in Ministry from the Pastoral Service Institute in
Bloomington, Illinois and served as a Pastoral
Psychotherapist and Transpersonal Therapist at the
Samaritan Center in Elkhart, Indiana and the Healing
Arts Center in Mishawaka. From 1998 until 2009
Sister Patricia served as a Counselor and Spiritual
Director in various areas in the Fort Wayne/South
Bend Diocese. Sister Patricia officially retired to the
Catherine Kasper Home in 2009.
May Sister Patricia rest in peace!
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SCHEDULE OF EVENTS
WISCONSIN
Thursday, June 16, 2016
10:00 a.m.

ASHLAND &
SUPERIOR
Prayer Service to honor Poor Handmaids
buried at St. Agnes Cemetery

106 N. 2nd Avenue East, Ashland, WI 54806

4:00 p.m.

Prayer Service to honor Poor Handmaids
buried at St. Francis Cemetery
2316 E. 4th Street, Superior, WI 54880

MINNESOTA
Saturday, June 18, 2016
11:00 a.m.

NEW ULM &
BELLE PLAINE
Prayer Service to honor
Poor Handmaids buried at
New Ulm Catholic Cemetery
US 14, New Ulm, MN 56073

2:30 p.m.
Reunion of Former Poor Handmaids
and Alumnae of Ancilla Domini High School at
Our Lady of the Prairie Church
200 East Church Street, Belle Plaine, MN 56011

4:15 p.m.

Eucharistic Liturgy at Our Lady of
the Prairie Church –
Reception and Program to follow

Sunday, June 19, 2016
8:30 a.m.
Eucharistic Liturgy at St. George
Parish – Brunch and Program
63105 Fort Rd., New Ulm, MN 56073

www.poorhandmaids.org/cominghome

