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Four Associates Celebrate First Commitment
By Donna Sikorski, Director of the Associate Community
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(1) Candidates await their commitment. (2) The new Associates at their First Commitment. (3) Core Team Leader
Shirley Jovas places the pin on Clara Marie Coppinger. (4) Janice Roebuck signs her First Commitment certificate.
(5) Margie Pixey celebrates with her grandchildren following the First Commitment ceremony. (6) Alice Ruiz along
with family and friends at the reception following the ceremony.

I

t was a beautiful summer afternoon
when members of the Spiritual Family
of Catherine, along with many family
members and friends gathered together
to celebrate the First Commitment of four
Associates. The Visitation Chapel in Donaldson
was packed and voices rang loud and clear
as the first song “We Are Many Parts” began.
What an appropriate beginning to a ceremony
which included two regions — West and East
Three — welcoming new candidates; Clara
Marie Coppinger from the West Region and
Margie Pixey, Janice Roebuck and Alice Ruiz
from our East Three Region. Two regions,
two parts coming together to celebrate
new Associates. Three expressions (Sisters,
Associates and Fiat Spiritus Community
members), each separate parts, forming the
Spiritual Family of Catherine. Each of us,

coming together with our own special talents
and gifts, to form one body.
The first reflection which is always the
description of the Associate symbol is especially
meaningful since it is indicative of the way we as
Associates view the world. Each of our actions,
however small, makes a difference in this world.
Our hope is that our impact on the world is one
of love. In that reading the symbol of water,
one of the symbols which was carried into the
chapel by our candidates, is referenced. Later in
the ceremony, the waters from the Heilborn in
Dernbach, Germany were used to bless the new
Associates symbolizing our union with Blessed
Catherine and all others in the Spiritual Family
of Catherine throughout the world.
(Four Associates Celebrate First Commitment,
continued on page 5)

90th Anniversary of The Center at Donaldson
By Donna Sikorski, Director of the Associate Community

It all began many years ago in Chicago. Sister Catherine had been
working at St. Elizabeth Hospital when Mr. Louis Glunz, a patient spoke
to her about some property he owned in a town named Donaldson in
Indiana. From the chronicles of the Motherhouse which were at that time
kept by Sister Bertha Broemmel (translated by Sister Antonita Altmix
in 1980), we learned that Sister Catherine immediately left, without
permission for the Motherhouse, which was at the time in Fort Wayne.
She told Mother Tabitha her reason for coming and then presented a
picture postcard of the property (at that time a resort). The picture was
enticing but the reasonable price was more so. Mr. Glunz asked $35,000
(later he agreed to drop the price to $33,000 as suggested by his wife
to signify the 33 years that Christ was on this earth) for the 63 acres of
farmland, hotel, all the furnishings plus the additional buildings for the
horses, cows, chickens and farm implements.
Although the written account was remarkable, Mother Tabitha, Sister
Catherine and Sister Casilda traveled to Donaldson to meet Mr. Glunz
from Chicago. They returned home satisfied. Shortly after, the purchase
was completed and plans for the new retreat house for the Sisters moved
forward. That July, the Bishop had visited Retreat St. Amalia (at that
time named for the last General Superior) and suggested to Mother
Tabitha that rather than a retreat house for the Sisters it should be a
Motherhouse. The seed which took root in St. Amalia, quickly began
to grow.
This is how the story began and, on May 24 of this year, that is also how
the prayer service at Mount Carmel Cemetery began. It was 90 years to
the day when the Motherhouse in Donaldson was dedicated.
The cool spring breeze blew around us as we had processed from the
Peace Garden to the cemetery. Following a beautiful welcome from Sister
Nora, we sang a most fitting song “This is Holy Ground.” One could
feel the presence of those who went before us, whose words we listened
to following the words of Sister Bertha as written in the chronicles —
words of Sister Antonita who wrote about the dreams, like “air castles”
the novices and postulants had of the new Motherhouse — words of
Sister Fernanda who wrote of the mishaps and many delays while the
building was under construction — words of Sister Mercedes about what
it was like to have to pack every little item from the old Motherhouse
— words from Sister Ida who wrote about what it was like when they
saw Ancilla Domini for the first time — and the words of Sister Viola
who humorously wrote of some of the funny experiences in the first
few days of being in Donaldson. The morning service continued with
more from Sister Bertha’s chronicles telling of the day the Motherhouse
was dedicated when they expected maybe 200 people…and over 700
attended. The service concluded with “How Great Thou Art” and all
truly felt the greatness of our God who so many years ago planted a seed
(90th Anniversary of The Center at Donaldson, continued on page 3)
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Sister Catherine

(90th Anniversary of The Center at Donaldson, continued from
page 2)

in Sister Catherine’s ear. That seed has grown into the
mighty oak now called The Center at Donaldson and
its branches touch each of us.
The memorable May morning continued with a
lovely Eucharistic Liturgy in the Catherine Kasper
Home Chapel where we acknowledged each decade
of the ministry center’s growth. That afternoon we
concluded our daylong celebration with a prayer
service including the song “All Are Welcome”
which was indicative of the way, throughout these
90 years, the Poor Handmaids have welcomed so
many through their doors and into their hearts.
At this final service of the day, representatives of
each of our communities and the ministries here in
Donaldson were recognized and prayed for as we
joyfully celebrated the Spirit of Catherine which has
permeated this special place and beyond.
But that’s not all…on October 13, 2013 the celebration
will continue and all are invited to join in! We will
be having a huge open house from 1:00 to 4:00
p.m. (EDT) here in Donaldson. We will have tours
of the chapel and the many ministries located in
Donaldson. We will have a timeline, complete
with photos of many of the milestones and events
which have occurred here in the last 90 years. All in
attendance will be transported back 90 years to the
early days of the new Motherhouse.
Several rooms will help you experience a transition
into the past complete with many items on display
which were actually used in the Motherhouse at that
time. There will also be slides of the good old days as
well as information on the history of our ministries
and stories galore. Top it all off with an old fashioned
ice cream social and it is sure to make your day!

Mark your calendar for Sunday, October 13 and
come join us for an interesting and fun afternoon.
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Meet Our Newest Associates
Alice Ruiz

Alice is the proud mother of
three and grandmother of
four. She is a retired Spanish
teacher having taught five
years at Bremen High School
and 23 years at Plymouth High
School. She was also an adjunct
professor at IUSB for 17 years. Prior to teaching, Alice
worked with local surgeons, where she obtained
a lot of her medical terminology knowledge and
experience. Being bilingual (English/Spanish), Alice
has served as an interpreter in many situations such
as the hospital, doctors’ offices, jail, court, banks and
more. She feels it is a God given privilege to be able
to do this.
As a member of St. Michael Church in Plymouth, she
has served as Eucharistic Minister for several years,
served on the Pastoral Council for six years, as well
as helped instruct the RCIA classes. Currently, Alice
is the treasurer of Harvest House, a group of adults
over the age of 50 from St. Michael’s.
In the community, Alice has been a Hospital Auxilian
for many years serving in several different roles as
officer, new auxilian trainer and State officer. She
currently is a volunteer at the St. Joseph Health
Center where she translates for many non-English
speaking patients.
Alice served on the United Way Board, Heart and
Hands for six years, Plymouth Hospital Board of
Directors for five years, Plymouth Farmers Market
for three years and several other organizations.
She has received numerous awards over the years
including: Volunteer of the Year (2008) (Chamber
of Commerce), Minority Educator of the Year (2003)
(ISTA Indianapolis), President’s Award (2004)
(United Way), Teacher of the Year (1980) (Bremen
High School), ten times named Most Influential
Teacher (by a graduating senior in the top 5% of the
class) and Unsung Latina Heroine (2006) (IUSB).
For fun Alice likes to spend time with her children
and grandchildren. She enjoys quilting, sewing,
reading and traveling.

Clara Marie Coppinger

Clara’s history with the Poor
Handmaid Sisters goes way
back before she was even
born. In 1925 her father was
sponsored by the PHJC’s to
come to the United States
from Germany. Her maternal
lineage includes not only her mother, uncles, aunts,
brothers, but her grandparents and Clara’s children
all being educated by the PHJCs. One of her aunts
was Sister M. Emelia, PHJC and was a great influence
on Clara. She remembers coming out to visit her aunt
in Donaldson every year and always found much
peace here.
Clara is the proud mother of three with five
grandchildren and four great-grandchildren. She
is a member of Holy Spirit Church in Crown Point,
Indiana. She is very active with the St. Vincent de
Paul Society there. She helps with the food pantry
which they operate and the phone ministry which
helps clients with their utility, rent and other bills.
They also assist Sojourner Truth House in Gary. In
addition, Clara helps out by driving others to church
and doctor appointments. She enjoys being of service
to others.
Clara shares that her formation has enlightened her
and helped her grow spiritually.
Janice Roebuck
Janice married her husband,
Joe, in 1986. They have a 21
year old son named Brett
who is studying to be a legal
assistant. Janice and Joe live
in North Judson, Indiana
and attend St. Peter Lutheran
Church. She belongs to the Ladies Aid and LWML
(Lutheran Women’s Mission League).
Janice keeps very busy helping her elderly dad. With
the help of her family, she takes care of his home,
yard, errands and appointments enabling him to
remain in his own home.
(Meet Our Newest Associates, continued on page 5)
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(Meet Our Newest Associates, continued from page 4)

Janice’s hobbies include sewing and embroidery—
both with an embroidery sewing machines and
by hand. She enjoys hiking, going to the Dunes
National Lakeshore and historical homesteads.
Janice and her family also enjoy exercising together.
She is also very interested in holistic living and
alternative medicine. She initially became aware of
the Associate Community through the time she spent
at Lindenwood Retreat and Conference Center.
In speaking about becoming an Associate, Janice
shared, “I look forward to continuing to grow and
learn just how God intends to use me. I am sure it
is going to be an amazing adventure!” We are very
pleased to be part of the adventure. Welcome to the
Associate Community!
Margie Pixey
Margie Pixey was born and
raised on a farm in Rensselaer,
Indiana. Her grandmother
Talitha and Sister Mary Hilda
were deep influences in their
praying, smiling, helping
others, giving thanks and
praise to God. Margie’s marriage to Larry blessed
them with two daughters who have in turn blessed
them with two son-in-laws and seven grandchildren.
Margie’s faith journey began with the religious
communities of: The Precious Blood, Little Company
of Mary Sisters, The Franciscan Sisters of Chicago,
Franciscan priest of Cedar Lake, Indiana, Sisters of
the Holy Cross at Notre Dame, Gary Diocesan priests,
deacons and presently with the Poor Handmaids of
Jesus Christ at The Center at Donaldson.

As a young mother, and for 30 plus years, she
was involved in ministry in her rural parish. She
volunteered in religious education, as youth choir
director and cantor, liturgist, extraordinary minister,
and served on the committees of church environment,
parish council chair and the parish building committee.
Searching for a deeper relationship with God, she
committed to three years of study and formation
in the Ecclesial Lay Ministry Program through the
Diocese of Gary. Continuing this ministry, she has
served as a mentor for the Lay Ministry Formation
Program and Deaconate Program, and was a member
of the Deaconate and Lay Ministry Board for the
Gary Diocese.
Her journey of faith and mission continues to grow
and has been shared by serving others as: Pastoral
Care Associate and Coordinator for St. Anthony
Home, Crown Point, Indiana; Pastoral Associate
for the parish communities of Sacred Heart and St.
Martin; Senior Center Nutrition Site Manager for
Starke Community Services; Director of Pastoral Care
for Our Lady of Holy Cross in San Pierre, and at
present serving as Pastoral Care Coordinator and
Chaplain for the Catherine Kasper Life Center in
Donaldson, Indiana.
Margie enjoys cruising God’s beautiful world in “old
hot rod nostalgic cars.” She engages in the “Ministry
for the Moment” by sharing joy, dignity and respect
for those around her. She feels God has blessed and
nurtured her with an interest in the joy of music of all
types. She states that hymns that especially resonate
inside her are “One Bread, One Body,” “We Are Called”
and “The Servant Song.” They speak to her heart and
the sharing of Blessed Catherine Kasper’s ministry.

(Four Associates Celebrate First Commitment, continued from
page 1)

The theme of the day seemed to be unity, the unity that is contained in the word “community,” and which
makes us all one in the Spirit. So what more perfect ending to this ceremony but the wonderfully celebratory
song “We Are One” written by Sister Connie Bach, PHJC. The celebration continued with a very enjoyable
reception for our new Associates.

May God Bless our newest Associates — Alice, Clara Marie, Janice and Margie!
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One Amazing Associate
Dorothy Weber was one of
the very first Associates and
she hasn’t stopped giving
and living the charism. She
is a part of a group called
MAGIC, which stands for
Marquette Auxiliary Getting
Involved Creatively. Dorothy
was recently named the 2013
Volunteer of the Year by
MAGIC for a spiritual program
she provides for dementia patients.
Dorothy has been volunteering with the dementia
patients since she moved to Indianapolis a few years
ago. She had been nominated by Kaylynn Evans, the
Director of Dementia Programming. Kaylynn states

“Dorothy is a very special volunteer because of the
spiritual influence she has brought to the residents.
She believes that all persons with varying qualities
of abilities can experience a deep spiritual walk with
God. She has been able to practically prove this by
creating special soul care service on a weekly basis
where those with dementia are able to worship their
God in their way.” Dorothy was awarded this honor
at the annual volunteer appreciation dinner. She
stated “I am so happy that God has led me to serve
the spiritual needs of persons with dementia. They
are such an inspiring gift to me, and the Spirit truly
lives deep within them.”

Thank you Dorothy — you are an
inspiration to us all!

MoonTree Studios Presents Dinner Theater:
Death of a Doornail by Lee Mueller
MoonTree Studios
presents dinner theater,
Death of a Doornail
by Lee Mueller, part
of MoonTree
Festival, Saturday,
September 21, 2013. The
festive evening begins
at 5:00 p.m. (EDT)
with hors d’oeuvre in
MoonTree Gallery, and continues at Cana Hall, with
a scrumptious meal.

selling their wares. Food and music will be available
throughout the day, and walking tours throughout
The Center at Donaldson are encouraged.
Call MoonTree Studios at (574) 935-1712 to reserve
your dinner theater ticket today—advance sales only,
there will be no ticket sales at the door. Dinner includes
hors d’oeuvre and wine, salad, entrée (beef, fish or
vegetarian) with potato and vegetable, bread/rolls,
dessert and beverages. A cash bar will be available.
Tickets are $55.00 per person or two for $100.00.
MoonTree can now accept your charge payment!

MoonTree Festival is a weekend event, where PleinAir Painters are invited for a two-day paint-out
and sale of their artwork, while music fills the air.
There will be a Saturday art fair (9:00 a.m. to 3 p.m.)
with regional artisans showing their creations and

The Poor Handmaids of Jesus Christ
are on Facebook!
http://facebook.poorhandmaids.org
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Celebrating the Milestones of Sister Julienne
By Linda Greaf, East One Associate

spread God’s love and Blessed Mary Catherine’s
charism wherever she has gone.

Associates Carol Puls, Donna Sikorski, Linda Greaf along with
Sister Julienne at her 70th Jubilee/90th birthday celebration in
Hessen Cassel, Fort Wayne.

Stephen Foster may have thought that the sun was
shining brightly on his old Kentucky home, but it
couldn’t have been shining any more brightly than it
was on Saturday, May 18, as we gathered at St. Joseph
Church in Hessen Cassel to celebrate not only Sister
Julienne’s 70th Jubilee but also her 90th birthday.
How perfect for her to celebrate there, close to where
she was born and raised and where she had spent
her last 20 years in ministry at St. Joseph Hospital.
Couple that with it being the very first place the Poor
Handmaids of Jesus Christ served in the United States,
and how could the sun not shine brightly?
Cars began arriving and people of all ages began
pouring into the church. The smiles and greetings
were contagious. The Mass was both reverential and
celebratory. The roof of the church was nearly raised
with all the joyous singing and acclamations. God
must have surely been smiling.
After the Mass, we gathered in the parish hall for
a luncheon and reception. In that setting it was
amazing to see the many people who have been
touched by Sister Julienne as she served in her
ministries throughout her life. She served as teacher
and as principal, was coordinator of the high school
aspirants, served as vocation director, and has been
the face of St. Joseph Hospital in Fort Wayne. The last
20 years her welcoming and compassionate presence
has comforted the patients of St. Joe Hospital and
their families. She has touched so many lives through
her welcoming and attentive presence. She has

No one has been more blessed by her welcoming
presence than the Associate Community in Fort
Wayne. For many, many years, the Associate
Community (East One) has gathered on the second
Tuesday of every month, to meet at Marian Convent
(home of Sisters Julienne and Carole) in Fort Wayne.
Sister Julienne was always there to welcome each
Associate with her special brand of PHJC hospitality.
During the meetings, she often would insert a word
or a comment to encourage further sharing. And at
the Christmas party, no one had more fun opening a
gift than Sister Julienne. She could string out opening
a present longer than anyone, and we all enjoyed it
right along with her. I am quite sure that each of us
will always hear her voice saying, “Are we having
fun yet?” Each person walking through the door of
her home felt warmly welcomed, and as you left, she
walked you all the way out and left you with a hug.
You were leaving the presence of a friend, who was
after all a PHJC Sister, a lady from Hessen Cassel.
Now in Donaldson,
Sister Julienne continues
to minister with warmth
and compassion to
each person she meets;
she’s still greeting folks
and still giving those
warm hugs. The East
One Associates miss
her dearly and pray
for her each time they
gather together, now
in their own homes,
always remembering
that special brand of
hospitality shown to them by Sister Julienne.

May God continue to richly bless
Sister Julienne and each of us as she continues
to serve wherever God calls.
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Celebrating Our 2013 Associate Anniversaries

30
years
Pauline Fraiser

Esther Gherna

Betty Lee McDonnell

Ann Powen

John Powen

Charlotte Skiba

Whatever comes from God
is always good. Let us
adore His providence so
that we may always
grow and increase in
love for God.
— Blessed Catherine Kasper

Dorothy Weber

Selma Wuebbels

25
years
Mary Ann Kemp

8

Gwen Walters

Cindy Wiatrak

20
years
Marie Jacobs

Florence Rafac

Joan Blake

Sue Escher

Carolyn Stupasky

Grace Veliz

15
years

May the Lord always strengthen
me by His grace, guide me by His
wisdom and make me happy by
His divine love.
— Blessed Catherine Kasper

(Celebrating Our 2013 Associate Anniversaries,
continued on page 10)
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2013 Associate Anniversaries (continued)

10
years
Mary Jane Boyle

Jean Ehlert

Rose Gibson

Jim Bickett

Marge Bickett

Carolyn Meredith

5
years
A Poem by
Sister Florence Kuhn, PHJC
Eenie, meanie, miny, moe,

those yellow finches come and go.

They fuss and peck and really check,
to see if new ones come around.

We’ll buy more bird seed by the pound.
Each one praises God in its own way,
they lift their little wings to pray.

It’s time well spent, I pay no rent.

The humming birds, they show off too,
they all keep me from feeling blue!

So, thank you, God, for cardinals, too!
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The Associate Community Turns 30 at
Gathering XI!
By Donna Sikorski, Director of the Associate Community

On September 29 all members of
the Spiritual Family of Catherine
are invited to our eleventh
Gathering in Donaldson. I am
sure it will prove to be a very
enlightening presentation. Marci
Madary, our presenter, will draw
on her 20 years of experience in professional ministry
to share her unique perspective on the Associate
movement. Her experience includes nine years on
the board of the North American Conference of
Associates and Religious (NACAR) with eight of
those years serving as president. She has also been
the director of the Associate relationship for the
Franciscan Sisters of Perpetual Adoration since 1997.
Marci will discuss the shared charism of Associates
and religious as well as the key differences between

the distinct vocations. She will also touch on the
Associate movement in the United States — how it
began and where it may be going.
Of course another huge part of the day will be
the celebration of our 30th Anniversary and the
recognition of our Associate anniversaries. Please
note that this year our celebration will be over the
noon hour and will include a catered lunch.
Perhaps the best thing about each Gathering is the
time we spend in this beautiful setting feeling the
Spirit surrounding us among others with whom we
share a strong spiritual bond — our Spiritual Family
of Catherine.

If you have not yet responded to your
invitation please do so today!

Timeline Tales — Angel Guardian Orphanage
By Julie Dessauer, Communications, The Center at Donaldson

This is the fourth in a series of articles from “Ministry
Center Ripples” reprinted with permission.

outspoken — and the children were too. The Sisters
did not always know how to react to their informality.

The Catholic community had a steady supply of orphans
due to the Civil War, limited life expectancy and frequent
epidemics. In 1868, just two and a half months after
arriving in Fort Wayne from Germany, Sister Rose, Sister
Hyacinth, Sister Corona and Sister Bella were sent to
Rosehill, later known as Angel Guardian Orphanage
(AGO). They were sent to care for children.

The orphanage continued to grow over the years. In
1873 the Sisters housed 60 children and by 1885 up to
600 children; at this point the Sisters bought a sixty-acre
farm. While the children were there, they were taught to
make clothes and be tailors; they learned building, how
to run a print shop, farming, business and florist work.
When they left, they were able to easily obtain work
due to the orphanage’s quality reputation.

On the thirteen-acre farm there were two horses and
some cows so they were able to produce milk, butter
and grow produce. In the beginning, they cared for
18 children ranging in age from two years to late
teens. Sister Hyacinth taught the children reading,
writing, arithmetic and religion. However, there was a
language barrier, as the Sisters did not yet know much
English. Also, almost all of the children had a relative
or one parent that came to see them occasionally.
The Germans in America were not like the Germans
back home, they were much more aggressive and

Over the years regulations changed. The orphanage
was required to start accepting children of the courts
and with that came children with other issues too.
Eventually all orphanages closed due to regulation
changes and instead orphans were going to foster
homes. AGO eventually closed in 1974. The Poor
Handmaids had cared for thousands of children
during the 106 years of AGO’s existance.
Information taken from the PHJC American Chronicles.

Associating News | 11

Please Remember in Prayer…

All Associates, PHJCs, Fiat Spiritus Community members, friends and families of the Spiritual Family of Catherine Kasper; all
those spoken and unspoken prayer requests of friends, families and members of the Spiritual Family of Catherine.
East One
Carol Puls.............................................. recovery from surgery
Maxine Book....................her health and her husband’s health
East Two
Sister Connie Bach.................... health issues of her mom and
sister Debbie
Bonnie Hauser....................................................... hip surgery
Theresa Van Nevel.........................................................health
Sue Escher........................................ death of 33 year old niece
East Three
Sister Agatha Niebrugge............................ recovery from fall
Sister Philomene Pawlik....her sister’s death; her own health
Christina Converset...................... friend’s grandchild’s death
Sister Marjaleen Kelley....................................... health issues
Sister Loretta Schleper.................................. cataract surgery
Pauline Pearson...................................................sister’s death
Sister Loretta Peters, FS....................... friend Charlie’s health
North
Sister Marybeth Martin...................... niece Bethany’s health;
niece Emily’s safety in Ghana; sister-in-law’s recovery
Sister Bonnie Boilini...................... suicide in a friend’s family
Loretta Kania................................sister-in-law Dolly’s health
Anna Worth............................................brother Joseph’s death

Letters
from You

Thank you!

East Three Associate Barb Lowry sends her heartfelt
thanks to all for the cards, prayers, Masses, support and
comforting words at the time of her mom, Associate
Doris Albrecht’s passing and at her Memorial Service.
Your presence was truly a tribute to Doris and your
kindness will never be forgotten by Barb and her family.
East Three Associate Christina Converset thanks you for
the prayers said for her friend Jackie’s daughter, Hanna.
Hanna gave birth to a precious little baby boy. As
expected, he lived just over two hours. The power of so
many prayers gave them time with him to cherish and
the strength to let him go. Please continue to pray for
Hanna and the family as they grieve this difficult loss.
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South
Carolyn Stupasky.........................................daughter’s health
Juliana Elfrink..................... health and recovery from surgery
Mary Haas.............................death of brother-in-law Joe Haas
Libby Riggs....................prayers for eight month old, Adalyn;
brother Chris’ health
Kit Timmermann...........................................husband’s health
Georgia Klingler...... great-grandson Joshua’s vision concerns
Marge Kessler................................. friend’s son Mark’s health
West
Marilyn Kessler.............................................husband’s health
Diane Rockhill...................................................friend’s health
Sister Kathleen Quinn................................... cataract surgery
Joyce Gertz............... health issues of cousin and sister-in-law
Sister Pamela Tholkes....................unexpected death of greatnephew Jacob
Sister Barbara Kuper.................nephew’s injuries following a
motorcycle accident
Rosemary Martinez...................death of Alfred – father of her
five sons
Mexico
Sister Edith Schneider.........................her sister Mary’s death
Other
Maria Jalocha (former Associate)..................daughter’s health

ASSOCIATE COMMUNITY
2013-2014 UPCOMING EVENTS

September 28, 2013		

Gathering XI

October 13, 2013		
90th Anniversary of the
		
Poor Handmaids in
		Donaldson
October 19, 2013
		

First Commitment in
the South Region

November 9, 2013		
Fall Core Team
		Meeting
March 15, 2014		
Spring Core Team
		Meeting

In Memory of Our Associates and Sister
Manuel Guerrero
Manuel died on May 2. Manny
was a quiet man, one whom
you would like instantly
when you met him. He was an
Associate in the North Region
for 27 years. It was Manny’s
wish to not have an obituary
written, so we are printing only his photo along with
our prayer that he rest in peace.
Sister Jeanette Schutte, PHJC
Sister Jeanette Schutte, PHJC,
passed away on June 3, 2013
at St. Francis Hospital, Cape
Girardeau, Missouri. She was
born to Walter and Bertha
Schutte in Quincy, Illinois on
February 9, 1924. She entered
the Poor Handmaid of Jesus Christ community and
professed her first vows on June 25, 1945.
Sister Jeanette touched the lives of many people
throughout her life. Between 1945 and 1962 she
taught school in Chicago and East Chicago and Gary,
Indiana. In 1962 she became the Postulant Director
for the Poor Handmaids. In 1969 she returned to
teaching and was principal for the next four years in
schools in Carlyle and Mt. Carmel, Illinois.
From 1973 to 1979 Sister Jeanette was a Provincial
Team Member and served the Poor Handmaid
community. From 1979 to 1997 she ministered in
Richmond, Minnesota, and at St. Mary’s School and
St. Boniface in Edwardsville, Illinois. Since 1997,
Sister Jeanette has served the poor and hungry in
Cairo, Illinois at The Kitchen Table, a soup kitchen
run by the Belleville Diocese.
Sister Jeanette had said, “Through all my ministries,
my mission has been the same; namely, to receive
and to share God’s love and compassion. Many,
many persons I have met on my journey have shown
me the face of Christ by their steadfast faith and by
the joy of their daily lives.”
May Sister Jeanette rest in peace.

Patricia Hohenegger
On July 1st Patricia
Hohenegger died at the age
of 82 following a lengthy
illness. Patricia had been an
Associate in the West Region
since 1987 serving for many
years during the 1990s as
a regional representative. Pat was a resident of
Hammond, Indiana and a member of Our Lady of
Perpetual Help Church for over 50 years. There she
had served on the parish council and was a past
president of the Rosary Society. She also served on,
coordinated or chaired numerous committees at
OLPH including the Extraordinary Ministers of the
Eucharist, Spiritual Life committee, Seder meals,
Evangelization committee, Building committee,
Stewardship committee, Liturgy committee and
many others. For a time, Patricia also directed all lay
Eucharistic Ministers in the Gary Diocese. She also
was very active with the Girl Scouts and was a leader
for ten years. She worked as a sales clerk, was an
avid Chicago Cubs fan and loved to travel.
Pat made service to others, and especially those in
her church community, a priority. This was her way
of sharing the charism of Catherine with everyone
she met. She is survived by Arnold, her husband of
62 years, and their daughter Pat.
May Patricia rest in peace.
Dorothy Messick
Dorothy Messick died at
St. Vincent’s home in Quincy,
Illinois on July 15, 2013. She
was 89 years old. Dorothy was
an Associate in the Quincy
Region since 1994. Born and
raised in Quincy, she and her
twin brother were the youngest of seven children.
Dorothy met her husband Wayne while in Business
School; they married in 1946.
Wayne became interested in geriatrics and following
the receipt of his degree in public health, decided to
(In Memory of Our Associates and Sister,
continued on page 14)
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(In Memory of Our Associates and Sister, continued from
page 13)
purchase Carlyle Healthcare Center which was at
that time owned by the Poor Handmaids. Dorothy
and her husband were inspired by the dedication
to the elderly they saw in the Poor Handmaids.
Thus began their ministry to the elderly and their
walk together in Catherine’s shoes. Dorothy and
her husband Wayne remained very dedicated to
Blessed Catherine. They also purchased St. Vincent’s
Home and managed both Carlyle Healthcare and
St. Vincent’s Home until Wayne’s death in 1999. The
Messicks’ dedicated St. Vincent’s Home to Blessed
Catherine Kasper and named many buildings and
streets after her. At the entrance to Carlyle Home
stands a statue of Blessed Catherine.
Dorothy was a member of St. Peter Catholic Church
and had been an active community volunteer. She
was also very dedicated to her family which included
her two daughters Ann and Sue, five grandchildren
and two great-grandchildren.
May Dorothy rest in peace.
This statue
of Blessed
Catherine
Kasper stands
outside of
the Carlyle
Healthcare
Center in
Carlyle, Illinois.

Emily Tumas
Emily Tumas was one of our
very first Associates. She
became an Associate on March
19, 1983 at St. Augustine’s
Convent in Chicago. She died
at Holy Family Villa in Palos
Park, Illinois on July 17. Emily
would have been honored as one of our 30 year
Associates at this year’s Gathering and Associate
Anniversary. As an active member in the North
Region, she was determined to attend all of the
meetings she could manage, always looking forward
to the Gatherings and retreats. Emily was 97.
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Emily’s husband Adolph died in 1981. They had two
daughters and two sons. Emily is also survived by
three grandchildren and three great-grandchildren.
She was especially proud of her daughter, Sister
Joellen, and the work she did at Casa Catalina. Over
the years Emily was a member of the Salvation
Army Seniors, St. Christina Seniors and Marionette
Park Club.
Those closest to Emily will remember her bacon rolls
and her large collection of little bells. Most of all she
will be remembered for her generous spirit and the
beautiful smile she readily shared with whomever
she met.
May Emily rest in peace.
Mary Krakowiecki
Mary Krakowiecki died
peacefully in her home
surrounded by family on July
31. She was 88. Mary had a
lifelong connection with the
Poor Handmaids having had
two aunts and three cousins
who were Poor Handmaids. She worked for over 40
years at St. Mary’s Hospital in East St. Louis, Illinois,
until her retirement. Mary was not only taught by
PHJC’s but she later worked alongside many of them
while employed at St. Mary’s. She was also an avid
seamstress and quilter.
Mary was preceded in death by her husband, John,
who died in 2003. She also lost a daughter, Jo Ann
and a grandson, Shawn. Surviving Mary are five
children, nine grandchildren and seven greatgrandchildren.
Mary had been a very active Associate in the South
Region for 28 years. She served on the Associate
Board off and on from 1987 to 2001. During that time
she organized transportation so that others from
her region could travel together to Donaldson for
various events. Mary also made many trips herself
to Donaldson to board meetings and to work at the
bazaar. Mary truly lived the charism of Catherine.
May Mary rest in peace.

Lindenwood Retreat Offerings
Spiritual Friendships: A Theology of Relationship
September 20-22, 2013
Leaders: Tim O’Brien and Marci Madary

Choosing Compassion: The Paradox of Power
October 18-20, 2013
Leader: Father Michael Crosby, O.F.M., Cap.

Great Women of the Church: St. Clare of Assisi
September 23, 2013
Leader: Sister Cathy Schwemer, PHJC

Evangelizing for the Modern Church
November 8-10, 2013
Leader: Father Jerry Schweitzer

Labyrinth Retreat
October 4-5, 2013
Leader: Sue Wilhelm, D. Min.

Great Women of the Church: Mother Teresa
November 18, 2013
Leader: Sister Cathy Schwemer, PHJC

Autumn Women’s Retreat: Embraced by God’s
Healing Love
October 4-6, 2013
Leader Jay Freel Landry, M. Div

A Day of Prayer with Our Lady of Guadalupe
December 7, 2013

Great Women of the Church: Dorothy Day
October 7, 2013
Leader: Sister Cathy Schwemer, PHJC
The Legacy of Women in Jesus’ Family Tree
October 11-13, 2013
Leader Sister Mary Ellen O’Dea, OP

John XXIII
Retreat Center
Hartford City, Indiana

September 27-28, 2013
Paula Darcy presents: “The Choices We Make”
Check out Paula’s site: www.redbirdfoundation.com
September 28, 2013
“Catch the Spirit II”
Keynote Speaker: Bishop Timothy Doherty
Dinner, auctions — live/silent and music
For more information or to register call
John XXIII Retreat Center at (888) 882-1391 or
email john23rd@sbcglobal.net.

Advent Quiet Retreat
December 13-15, 2013
Non-Directed Retreat / Spiritual Direction available
upon request

Register early for savings on the
registration fee!
To register for any of the Lindenwood
programs, please visit its website at
www.lindenwood.org or call (574) 935-1763.

Bethany Retreat House
Autumn Tea
Sunday, September 29, 2013
2:00 to 4:30 p.m. (CDT)
Our Lady of Perpetual Help Social Hall
7128 Arizona Avenue, Hammond, Indiana

To make reservations, $25 each, or for more
information please contact Bethany Retreat
House at (219) 398-5047 or email
bethanyrh@sbcglobal.net
The retreat house continues to offer individually
directed and private retreats, ongoing spiritual
direction, and dream groups on an ongoing
basis. Please call for details.
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Donate Used Books, Records, CDs and DVDs
Do you have any
books, CDs, DVDs
or even old records
around your
house that you
no longer want or
need? If so, please
consider donating
them to a very
good cause. One
of our Associates
is currently in a
position where she has numerous medical bills and
is in much need of some help. With the aid of Sister
Marie Heppeler and Associates Jim and Marge
Bickett we are working on collecting the books, CD’s,
DVD’s and records. The Bicketts have been very kind

to collect and store the books etc. and Sister Marie
has found a resale store that will accept them. The
store gives her a check which then goes directly to
our Associate to help cover her medical expenses.
This is a win/win — you get some things cleared out
of your home that you really don’t want or need,
and one of our very own Associates gets some
needed help. If you would like to donate items, you
can drop them off at the Associate Office anytime
or bring them with you to the Gathering and
Anniversary Celebration in September!

Authentic love of God is the source of genuine
love of neighbor, which binds us more closely
together in sisterly and brotherly love.
— Blessed Catherine Kasper

Let us give thanks to our loving God and to all generous people for their
many gifts and acts of charity, for body and soul.
— Blessed Catherine Kasper
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