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Gathering Invitation  

Good evening and welcome to everyone joining us for the Taize Service.  
For those who are participating through live streaming a prayer service 
booklet has been made available online.  The ambience of light and icons 
provide inspiration during the reflection periods of the prayer service.  
These pictures are also printed in the prayer booklet for easy viewing.  

We are praying together during this service in response to God’s call to be 
intensely attentive and responsive to the needs of the world today. This is 
the imperative call of the gospel to love our neighbor with both charity and 
justice.  

The issues of today and their accompanying fears are quite palpable.  So 
must be our hope and when necessary, our contrition.  

We pray this evening with eyes wide open to the realities of our world, and 
our hearts wide open with hope and courage as we reach out in prayer to 
families, to neighborhoods, to towns and cities, to nations and to the entire 
global community expressing our deep connectedness with all others. 

Our only failure is indifference.  Hope is our light.  Courageous prayer 
and action are our response.

With our desire to build a more just and sustainable world we ask the 
Creator and Sustainer of all for the grace to do so.  
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Call to Prayer (please stand) The Light of Christ

Mantra (be seated after placing candles)  O Word of God 
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If we want to bring about deep change, we need to realize that certain 
mindsets really do influence our behavior.  Our efforts at education will be 
inadequate and ineffectual unless we strive to promote a new way of thinking 
about human beings, life, society and our relationship with nature.  
This conversion calls for a number of attitudes, which together foster a 
spirit of generous care, full of tenderness.  First, it entails gratitude and 
gratuitousness, a recognition that the world is God’s loving gift, and that we 
are called quietly to imitate his generosity in self-sacrifice and good works...
It also entails a loving awareness that we are not disconnected from the rest of 
creatures, but joined in a splendid universal communion.

Laudato Si’:  On Care for Our Common Home, Pope Francis

First Reading 

Mantra  All Will Be Well 
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Contemplative Reflection 

One Sacred Community © M. Southard CSJ, www.marysouthardart.org. Used with permission.

Prayer (please stand)

All-powerful God, you are present in the whole universe and in the smallest 
of your creatures.  You embrace with your tenderness all that exists.  Pour 
out upon us the power of your love, that we may protect life and beauty….
Teach us to discover the worth of each thing, to be filled with awe and 
contemplation, to recognize that we are profoundly united with every creature 
as we journey towards your infinite light.  We thank you for being with us 
each day.  Encourage us, we pray, in our struggle for justice, love and peace.  
Amen. Laudato Si’:  On Care for Our Common Home, Pope Francis
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Reading II 

Mantra The Lord Hears the Cry of the Poor

Social ecology is based on the conviction that nearly all of our present ecological 
problems originate in deep-seated social problems. It follows, from this view, 
that these ecological problems cannot be understood, let alone solved, without 
a careful understanding of our existing society and the irrationalities that 
dominate it. To make this point more concrete: economic, ethnic, cultural, 
and gender conflicts, among many others, lie at the core of the most serious 
ecological dislocations we face today.    Social Ecology and Communalism, Murray Bookchin



7

God of love, show us our place in this world as channels of your love for all the 
creatures of this earth, for not one of them is forgotten in your sight.  Enlighten 
those who possess power and money that they may avoid the sin of indifference, 
that they may love the common good, advance the weak, and care for this 
world in which we live.  The poor and the earth are crying out.  O Lord, seize 
us with your power and light, help us to protect all life, to prepare for a better 
future, for the coming of your Kingdom of justice, peace, love and beauty.  
Praise be to you!  Amen.

Laudato Si’:  On Care for Our Common Home, Pope Francis

Contemplative Reflection 
Prayer (please stand)

Icon: Saint Nicholas,  
Protector of the Trafficked   
All icons throughout this booklet were 
written by Sister Cathy Schwemer, PHJC
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Mantra Ubi Caritas  

Reading III 

In this new century, millions of people in the world’s poorest countries 
remain imprisoned, enslaved, and in chains. They are trapped in the prison of 
poverty. It is time to set them free. Like slavery and apartheid, poverty is not 
natural. It is man-made and it can be overcome and eradicated by the actions 
of human beings. And overcoming poverty is not a gesture of charity. It is an 
act of justice. It is the protection of a fundamental human right, the right to 
dignity and a decent life. While poverty persists, there is no true freedom. 

London’s Trafalgar Square in 2005, Nelson Mandela
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Is it asking too much for a nation that proclaims itself to be “one from 
many” to affirm that, in truth, there is no majority/minority groups in this 
country because we are really one?  We are simply Americans, proud of our 
amazingly diverse backgrounds, with every right to expect, even demand, to 
be treated with equal dignity by law enforcement, by the courts, in the public 
square and in our churches. 

“The Racial Divide in the United States:   
A Reflection for the World Day of Peace 2015.” Bishop Edward Braxton

Contemplative Reflection 

This Photo by Unknown Author  
is licensed under CC BY-SA

Shutterstock - ID: 1126349474
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Intercessions O God, Hear Us

Prayer (please stand)
God of Justice, help us to assist in ending poverty in all its forms and 
restoring the fundamental right to dignity and a decent life to all. We 
acknowledge that the diversity of the races and cultures of the earth 
reflect the richness of your creation.  We confess that we have too often 
mistreated and inflicted injustices upon the poor and the marginalized.  
How long will it take us before we awaken to the belief that you live in the 
millions of people suffering poverty and oppression?  May we share our 
compassion and abundance with those who are in need and respect the 
dignity of differences among us all.  Open our eyes, our minds and our 
hearts, Lord, that we may always seek justice for all and love all others as 
you love us.  Amen.

We know that the light of God surrounds us, enfolds us, empowers us.  
However, we often see people and our world in terms of what might be 
gained and in so doing dishonor your presence and our connectedness.  
     All-loving God, you know we are in need of enlightenment – in our     
     hearts, our minds, our spirits.  Grace us with a deepened intent to learn  
     from all of life so that together we can enable our world to grow into the  
     vibrant, diverse, connected community that you envision.

Response:  O God hear us, hear our prayer.   
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 We’d like the crises of these times to simply go away so that we can “get back 
to normal”.  Yet we often do not recognize our part in all that has brought us 
to the pain and disconnection of these days and our world.    
 Relational God, you know we are in need of transformation – in our      
      hearts, our attitudes, our relationships.  Grace us with keen understanding            
     that will move us from complicity and indifference to the recognition that         
     we must use our voices and resources to empower and serve all.  
 
Response:  O God hear us, hear our prayer.  
 
We’ve seen the outpouring of generosity and compassion for persons in need.  
Yet we’ve seen the stark outpouring of hatred and watched in horror the total 
disrespect and unimaginable disregard for and elimination of life.   
     God of Mercy and Justice, you know we are in need of conversion –  in           
     our hearts, our spirits, our actions.  Grace us with courageous resolve to  
     face the violence of irreverence, exploitation, exclusion, inequality and            
     widespread systemic injustice in order to finally move closer to a world    
     community that is just for all.  
 
Response:  O God hear us, hear our prayer.   
 
We regularly receive requests for prayer, with intentions held dearly by those 
requesting.   
     Provident God, we bring to mind and heart and therefore to you, all our        
     requests for blessings, healing, wisdom, guidance and abundant life for all.
Pause 

Response:  O God hear us, hear our prayer.  



Icon: Saint Mary Magdalene, 
Disciple to the Disciples

Icon: Saint Anthony, 
Preacher of the Word of God



Our Father Stephen C. Warner
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Together we answer God’s call in response  
to the needs of the world today. 

After the closing song, please leave in silence. 

Icon: Our Lady, 
Undoer of Knots and 
Freer of the Chained

Icon: Jesus The Good 
Shepherd
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Closing Song World Peace Prayer 
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