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Welcoming of Sister Mary Carolyn’s Body
Prayer Service & Story Sharing~Catherine Kasper Home Chapel

Leader:  Behold, I am with you always. 
All: Amen.

Leader:  May our God who created us, who walks beside us on our earthly 
journey, and who is our eternal destination be hope and comfort to 
you.

All: And with your Spirit.

Leader:  In the face of death, we confidently proclaim that God has created us 
for life. We believe that Jesus – through his death and resurrection – 
has conquered sin and death and opened for us the doorway into life 
eternal.

Sprinkling of her Body with Holy Water
Leader: The God of Light embraced our Sister Mary Carolyn at her baptism. 

Throughout her life she nurtured and tended God’s love in her heart 
and soul. In ways both large and small, seen and unseen, God’s love 
rippled through her and touched many individuals. We now bless 
Sister Mary Carolyn’s body, appreciating the ways God used her to 
make Love present to us.
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Gathering Song Sing Out Earth and Skies
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Psalm 16 Psalms for Praying 
Nan C. Merrill

Remain ever before me, O Living Presence,
For in you I am safe.

You are my Beloved; in You and 
through You I can do all things.

I look to those who are at one with You and 
learn from them of your ways;
My delight increases each time I sense your Presence within me!
Songs of praise well up from my heart!

Love is my chosen food, my cup, 
holding me in its power.
Where I have come from,
Where’er I shall go,
Love is my birthright, my true estate.

I bless the Counselor who guides my way;
in the night also does my heart instruct me.
I walk beside the Spirit of Truth; 
I celebrate the Light.

I bask in the Oneness of All!
Thus my heart is glad, and my soul rejoices;
I shall not be afraid, nor fall into the pit of despair;
For in Love’s presence I know fullness of joy.

You are my Beloved and, in You will I live forever. 
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Prayer Service & Story Sharing~Ancilla Domini Chapel
Wake Service for Sister Mary Carolyn

Leader: Blessed are those who have died in the Lord; let them rest from their 
labors for their good deeds go with them. Eternal rest grant unto her, 
O Lord,

All: And let perpetual light shine upon her.

Leader: May she rest in peace.
All: Amen.

Leader: May her soul and the souls of all the faithful departed, through the 
mercy of God, rest in peace.

All:  Amen.
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Psalm 57 Psalms for Praying 
Nan C. Merrill

Be merciful to me, O Beloved!
I open my heart to You, 

For in You is Love and Wisdom.
In the shadow of your wings I will find peace, 
until the fears that binds me are transformed.
I cry to the Source of all life,
to the Eternal Once whose Plan is wholeness for all. 

Send your angels to awaken me,
Put to rest all that keeps me in darkness.
Help me to live the Oneness we are eternally with Love Consciousness!

I lie at night in the midst of dragons,
fears that seek to overpower me;
They rise up to taunt me,
they seek to control my life.

Be exalted, O Holy One, Creator of the galaxies!
Let your Glory, your Love and Light embrace all the earth!

My fears have woven a web; 
like a spider that seeks to entrap and eat me.
Fears live within me, gnawing at my bones, they bring only suffering, despair 
and paralysis.

Yet in my heart I know, Beloved, your Love is the healing balm for fear.
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I will sing and make melody!
Awaken my Soul!
Awaken me to Love’s song!
I yearn to co-create with you.
I give thanks to You among the peoples, O Heart of my heart;
I sing praises to You among the nations.
For your enduring Love and Light fills the universe, and even makes a home in my 
heart!

Be exalted, O Holy One, Creator of the galaxies!
For your Glory reigns throughout all the universe!

Sister Mary Carolyn with her class at their 50th Jubilee celebration, 2015
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Introductory Rites

Gathering Song Bring Forth the Kingdom

Mass of Resurrection Father Jerry Schweitzer, presider
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As for me, my life is already being poured out like a libation.  The time of 
my dissolution is near.  I have fought the good fight; I have finished the 

race; I have kept the faith.  Now a laurel wreath awaits me; on that day Our 
God, the just Judge, will award it to me—and not only to me, but to all who 
have longed for Christ’s appearing.  

The Word of the Lord 
All: Thanks be to God

Liturgy of the Word 
Reading I  2Timothy 4: 6-8

Mary Helen Wissinger

Mission trip to Thailand, 1980

A Reading from the Second Letter of Saint Paul to Timothy.
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Ministry at the Kitchen Table and in Thailand, left.  Ministry and friendship, above. 
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Responsorial Psalm 16 Shelter Me, O God
Sister Margaret Anne Henss, PHJC

Sister Mary Carolyn with friends, Sisters Mary Ann, Jeanette, and Josie.
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Listen to what our God is saying:
Listen here, mortal: God has already made abundantly clear what “good” is, 

and what The Holy One needs from you: simply do justice, love kindness, and 
humbly walk with your God. 

The Word of the Lord 
All: Thanks be to God

Reading II  Micah 6:1, 8
Ed Taylor

A Reading from the Book of the Prophet Micah.

The Kitchen Table ministry, Cairo, Illinois



Jesus went on to address a parable to the guests, noticing how they were 
trying to get a place of honor at the table.

“When you’re invited to a wedding party, don’t sit in the place of honor, in case 
someone more distinguished has been invited. Otherwise, the hosts might come 
and say to you, ‘Make room for this person’, and you would have to proceed 
shamefacedly to the lowest place.  What you should do is go and sit in the 
lowest place, so that when your hosts approach you, they will say, ‘My friend, 
come up higher.’  This will win you esteem of the other guests.  For all who 
exalt themselves will be humbled, and those who humble themselves will be 
exalted.”

The Gospel of the Lord 
All: Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ
 
Lectionary for Mass for Use in the Dioceses of the United States, second typical edition, Copyright © 2001, 1998, 1997, 1986, 1970 Confraternity of 
Christian Doctrine; Psalm refrain © 1968, 1981, 1997, International Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved. Neither this work nor 
any part of it may be reproduced, distributed, performed or displayed in any medium, including electronic or digital, without permission in writing from the 
copyright owner.

Reflection  Sister Michele Dvorak, PHJC

Gospel Acclamation  Mass of  Joy and Peace

Gospel  Luke 14:7-14
Father Michael Okoro

A Reading from the Gospel according to Luke.
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Prayers of the Faithful Sister Kathy Haas, PHJC 

Liturgy of the Eucharist

Preparation of the Gifts Instrumental

Preface Dialogue
Celebrant: The Lord be with you. 
All: And with your spirit. 
Celebrant: Lift up your hearts. 
All: We lift them up to the Lord. 
Celebrant: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
All: It is right and just.

Sister Mary Carolyn & Saint Mother Teresa of Calutta, 1973
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Holy  Mass of  Joy and Peace
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Memorial Acclamation Mass of  Joy and Peace

Great Amen Mass of  Joy and Peace

Lamb of God  Mass of  Joy and Peace
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Communion Song All Who Hunger

Invitation to Communion

Celebrant: Behold the Lamb of God, behold him who takes away the sins  
of the world. Blessed are those called to the supper of the Lamb.

All: Lord, I am not worthy that you should enter under my roof, but only say 
the word and my soul shall be healed.
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Concluding Rite
Saints of GodClosing Song

Sister Mary Carolyn with her classmates, 2019



Rite of Committal with Final Commendation 

Song of Farewell Glorious Title 
Sister Florentine, PHJC & Sister Angelita, PHJC

Glorious title, handmaid of the Lord,
Servant of Him by all in Heav’n adored,

Hearing his voice in ev’ry suff’rer’s sigh,
Meeting his glance in childhood’s gleaming 
eye: Glorious title, handmaid of the Lord.

Labor of love, handmaid of the Lord,
Living with his loved will in sweet accord,
Following him in ever doing good,
Ev-er showing kindness as he would:
Glorious title, handmaid of the Lord.

Your peerless crown, handmaid of the Lord
Is Christ your Bridegroom,
Christ your great reward!
What to the least you did, to him was done;
Endless the glory that your life has won!
Glorious title, handmaid of the Lord.
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