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Catherine Kasper Life Center – 
Memory Unit Celebrates Five Years!

Catherine’s Memory Unit at Catherine Kasper 
Life Center is five years old! While reviewing 
the original intents for the dementia unit 
project, with the shared values (Openness 
to the Spirit, Dignity and Respect for all,  
Community, Simplicity) and associated 
belief statements guiding the way through 
regulations, the sense of rightness and care 
through Christian values is most evident.

Four years ago I accepted the position of 
Manager and became a family member to the 
nine persons living in the Memory Unit; one 
priest, four PHJC Sisters, and four laypersons. 
Today, three of the original family resides 
with the general population on the second 
floor of the nursing home, no longer meeting 
the criteria for staying in the Memory Unit. 
We are now comprised of two PHJC Sisters 
and seven laypersons – none of whom are 
from the original group.

While residents and staff change from time 
to time, the values and belief statements help 
hold us true through the Memory Unit life 
journey. Today there is no wake-up time, but 
a practice of rising when ready for the day 
and retiring when ready for sleep. Breakfast 
is available between the hours of 7:30 a.m. to 
10:00 a.m. Breakfast is individually served 
and varies from a full course traditional meal 
to light continental fare – dependent upon 
resident choice.

All meals are eaten at the beautifully crafted Amish dining table which seats twelve, 
while music playing in the background helps set the mood. Staff dine with the 
residents while events of the day are discussed. Once a week Margie Pixey, CKH 

(Catherine Kasper Life Center – Memory Unit Celebrates Five Years, 
continued on page 20)
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“Like” our new page today!

The Poor Handmaids of Jesus Christ
are now on Facebook!

http://facebook.poorhandmaids.org.

Ancilla College

Ancilla College Holds Annual Donor 
Recognition Dinner

Ancilla College 
hosted its 
annual Donor 
Recognition 
Dinner on 
October 6, 
located in Cana 
Hall at the Poor 
Handmaids of 
Jesus Christ 
Ministry Center 
in Donaldson.

Over 150 of 
the College’s 
most generous 
donors were 
on hand as 
Ancilla College 
President Dr. 
Ron May 
presented 
Charles Weaver 
with the Ancilla 
Award.

The Ancilla 
Award, initiated in 1975, is Ancilla College’s highest 
award and honors someone who has shown 
distinguished community service and who has been a 
loyal and dedicated supporter of Ancilla College.

Ancilla College President 
Dr. Ron May and Ancilla Award 
honoree Charles Weaver.

Sister Mary Dolores Outstanding 
Alumni Award honoree Betty Chesak 
and Ancilla College President 
Dr. Ron May.

Nearly 60 Lampen Award Honorees, many of whom 
were in attendance, were recognized on the evening 
for having each donated $1000 or more in the past 
fiscal year.

Betty Chesak, former president of the Ancilla Alumni 
Association, was presented with the Sister Mary 
Dolores Outstanding Alumni Award.

“The Donor Recognition Dinner provides Ancilla 
College an annual opportunity to thank the individuals, 
corporations, and foundations that have made 
generous financial gifts in support of the College’s 
mission,” said Dr. May. “We take the opportunity the 
dinner provides to encourage interaction between 
the students, who are the direct beneficiaries of the 
donor’s generosity, and the donors. Feedback I’ve 
received in recent years from the donors indicates 
dialogue with the students is one of the highlights of 
the evening.

“The College could not fulfill its mission without the 
ongoing financial support of donors. On behalf of our 
students, I want to thank each one of them.”

-	 James Drzewiecki, Men’s Sports Information Director,
Ancilla College
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May the divine child Jesus bestow upon us His 
spirit, His virtue and above all His love, and faith, 
and trust in His power and mercy.

— Blessed Catherine Kasper to Sister Hilaria, 
December 27, 1868

Wishing your family 
a Blessed Christmas 

and 
Happy New Year!
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In Memory of Our Sister
Sister Carmeline Parisi, PHJC passed away 
on August 29, 2011 at the Catherine Kasper 
Home, Donaldson, Indiana. She was born 
Rose Parisi to Dominic and Teresa (Riente) 
Parisi on July 4, 1912 in Chicago, Illinois. 
She entered the Poor Handmaid of Jesus 
Christ congregation and professed her first 
vows on June 25, 1931.

Sister Carmeline ministered for 40 years 
as a childcare provider at St. Vincent Villa 
in Fort Wayne, Indiana; Angel Guardian 

Orphanage in Chicago; and St. John Orphanage in Belleville, Illinois. 
She also ministered at Catherine Kasper Home, Donaldson; Loretto 
Hospital, New Ulm, Minnesota; Thailand; and St. Catherine Hospital, 
East Chicago, Indiana. She retired in 1990.

She was celebrating her 80-year jubilee as a Poor Handmaid of Jesus 
Christ this year.

May Sister Carmeline rest in peace!
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Nazareth Home

The last seven months have been 
incredible! When I assumed my new 
role in April as Nazareth Home’s new 
director/foster mother, my daughter Lia and 
I officially moved into the foster home with a 
wonderful flurry of activity.

Within weeks, my official welcome took place during Nazareth Home’s 
Volunteer Appreciation Day which included a wonderful crowd and a 
special visit and blessing from Bishop Dale Melczek on behalf of the 
foster home and my new role there.

Since then Lia and I have experienced birthdays, field trips, holidays, 
Nazareth Home’s Annual Reunion Picnic, and the annual Nazareth Home 
Gala – and Lia’s First Holy Communion on Mother’s Day! There have also 
been home construction projects, big and small; staffing changes; and of 
course the arrivals and farewells for the children who are loved so dearly.

I work frequently with the Department of Child Services of Indiana, case 
and social workers, physicians and therapists, and WIC (Women, Infant 
and Children), and I sometimes appear in court on behalf of the children.

Nazareth Home, a ministry of the Poor Handmaids of Jesus Christ, 
gratefully receives the support of Ancilla Systems Incorporated. The 
Ancilla staff is wonderful and is always ready with information about 
budgets, human resources, donations, and fundraising.

One of our biggest highlights of the year came from East Chicago Mayor 
Anthony Copeland when he proclaimed the third Thursday in October as 
Nazareth Home Day! I had previously welcomed Mayor Copeland for a 
Nazareth Home visit, and was glad that he could observe the hands-on, 

nurturing care we provide for our vulnerable children. Gratefully, he is enthusiastic about the city of 
East Chicago’s continued support. How great is that!

Amid our daily challenges, there are smiles, hugs and dedication that always seem to shine through, 
giving the children a sense of comfort and belonging. All this is possible because of outstanding staff 
members, volunteers, and the Ancilla Systems Incorporated team. Lia, who is a fourth-grader at St. Thomas 
More School in Munster, joins me in our appreciation of this purposeful direction in our lives.

Gratefully,

Jean Bowman 
Director/Foster Mother 
Nazareth Home

An Update from Nazareth Home

Jean Bowman and 
daughter Lia.

Jean celebrates the first 
Nazareth Home Day with 
East Chicago, Indiana 
Mayor Anthonly Copeland.
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Nazareth Home

All for the Children – Nazareth Home Gala
and Auction Benefit
More than 300 guests streamed into the spacious 
atrium of the Hammond Federal Courthouse in 
October to celebrate the Ninth Annual Nazareth Home 
Gala Chef Tasting and Live and Silent Auction.

Nazareth Home, founded in 1993 in East Chicago, 
has provided 24-hour licensed foster care for scores of 
medically at-risk or disadvantaged infants and children 
up to six years of age. Long known for the loving, 
caring environment provided by staff and volunteers, 
Nazareth Home is a ministry of the Poor Handmaids 
of Jesus Christ.

At the fundraiser to support the children and the 
good works of the foster home, guests perused 
elaborate auction tables and dined on plentiful hors 
d’oeuvres served from the gourmet stations of seven 
of Northwest Indiana’s finest chefs who donated their 
time and talent. Patrons tried their hand at live auction 
items and the highest bidders received such things 
as a week-long New Mexico vacation, a weekend in 
Chicago, or a Joffrey ballet package.

Slated as Nazareth Home’s only major fundraiser of 
the year, notably 95-percent of the evening’s proceeds 
are dedicated to operational costs of the home.

Before evening’s end, everyone heard the poignant 
story told first-hand by a young boy’s adoptive parents.

“Nazareth Home took care of (our son) until we could 
have him,” his mother said. “Nazareth Home is such 
a happy, healthy place. Not one child goes through 
Nazareth Home who isn’t loved and cared for every day.”

For more information contact Nazareth Home 
Director/Foster Mother Jean Bowman at (219) 616-8845 
or visit www.nazarethhome.com.

- Jane Bomberger, Director of Donor Relations,
Ancilla Systems Incorporated

Shown enjoying the Nazareth Home Gala festivities 
are (left to right): Sister Margaret Anne Henss, 

Sister Marlene Ann Lama, Nazareth Home Director/Foster Mother Jean Bowman, Sister Kathy Haas, Sister Judian Breitenbach and Sister Kathleen Quinn.

Nazareth Home Director/Foster Mother Jean Bowman 

(center) is shown at the Gala with (left to right) 

Ancilla Systems Incorporated Administrator, 

Toni Mola; Advisory Committee Chair, Tom Collins; 

and Planning Committee Co-chairs, Joyce Koch 

and Peggy Guernsey.
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Associate Community

A Pilgrimage to Germany
The PHJC Development 
Office recently 
organized a pilgrimage 
to Germany for the 
Associate Community 
and other interested 
parties. Many of us were 
unsure what we would 
experience when we 
left the Motherhouse 
in Donaldson that cool 
windy Monday morning, 
but the trip certainly 
would prove to be a 
memorable one.

The send off by Sisters, co-workers, family and friends 
was impressive. Everyone promised to pray for safe 
travels while the travelers promised to pray in turn for 
those left behind. We met a few more voyagers near 
the Illinois border and once at O’Hare Airport, we 
were joined by additional travelers. Following hugs 
and introductions, we were soon 23 pilgrims heading 
for Blessed Catherine Kasper’s homeland. We knew 
we would be spending a lot of time together, but at this 
point we didn’t realize what close friendships we were 
beginning to form.

It was a long, but good flight and wearily we quickly 
moved through customs, retrieved our luggage and 
waited for our bus ride to Helferskirchen. The trip to 
our hotel followed an energetic welcome from Sister 
Jolise May and Sister Christiane Humpert. It was now 
7:30 a.m. Tuesday and most of us had slept very little 
on the plane. We had a lovely breakfast and following 
a little time to check into our rooms and freshen up, we 
emerged as tourists and were whisked away, cameras in 
hand, anxious to begin our first day in Germany.

Our first stop, fittingly, was the Motherhouse in 
Dernbach. Here we met several Sisters and co-workers 
as we lunched and toured the chapel and Motherhouse. 
We marveled at the Motherhouse chapel and walked 
through the cemetery and on to the Heilborn Chapel. 
The small chapel took our breath away, we stood in 
silence and knelt in prayer where Catherine Kasper 

had once prayed. 
Even the walls, 
covered by plaques of 
thanksgiving for favors 
granted, were inspiring. 
From Dernbach we 
moved on to Wirges where we visited the parish 
church. This full day was indicative of the days to 
come, full of excitement, adventure and, perhaps most 
of all, inspiration.

The following week was packed with touring and 
experiencing the amazing history of this portion of 
Germany. We were immersed in a culture most of us 
had previously only heard about. Our enthusiastic 
guide, Sister Christiane, was born and raised in this 
part of Germany and is a wealth of knowledge. Each 
day brought a new adventure. We toured several 
cathedrals, including those in Cologne (built beginning 
in 1248 with the largest façade of any church in the 
world), Limburg (began about 1200), and Frankfort 
(built during the 14th and 15th century). Each of these 
cathedrals had its own unique features and beauty. We 
also toured the Cisterian Abbey Eberbach (founded in 
1136) and the winery there, the shrine of St. Hildegard 
of Bingen, the Marksburg Castle (construction was 
begun in the 12th century) and rode in a boat on the 
Rhine. We learned how Westerwald pottery is made, 
saw the Roman castle “Saalburg” and the “Limes,” 
stood in awe at a statue of Mother Mary in Dusseldorf, 
and ate at some wonderful German restaurants. We 
even managed to fit in some shopping!

One day our tour took us to the City of Aachen to 
the Carolingian Basilica and into the Netherlands. 
In the Netherlands we visited the Margraten-
American Cemetery and Memorial (The World War II 
Netherlands American Cemetery and Memorial where 
8301 American soldiers are buried) and the Provincial 
House of the PHJC Sisters in Geleen. Each day the 
history of the German people was brought to life. The 
reality of World War II became even more meaningful 
as we learned from Sister Christiane about some of her 
own memories and as she shared with us the story of 

Donna Sikorski, Director of 
the Associate Community

(A Pilgrimage to Germany, continued on page 7)



Winter 2011 | 7

Associate Community / PHJC Ministry Center

the life and tragic death of Sister Aloysia Loewenfels, 
PHJC. Sister Aloysia was born a Jew, became Catholic 
and died at the hands of the Nazis in Auschwitz.

Most fittingly, our final day in Germany we returned 
to the Motherhouse in Germany where we celebrated 
Mass with the German Sisters, spent time at the 
Mother Mary Museum and returned once again to 
the inspirational Heilborn Chapel. In the museum 
we were privileged to view the shoes Mother Mary 
wore, her bed and other artifacts from her life. There 
we saw an amazing display of photos from earlier 
times, including those of the beatification of Blessed 
Catherine Kasper. There were also photographs of the 
work being done by the PHJC Sisters in nine countries 
throughout the world today.

The charism of Catherine surrounded us in the persons 
of our guides Sister Mary Jo Shingler and Sister 
Christiane. An added bonus was having Sister Jolise 
take the time out of her busy schedule to be with us 
for the entire trip. We felt very blessed to have them 
all with us. They, along with the Sisters we met in 
Germany and the Netherlands, were inspiring. The 
Associates, friends and family members traveling 
together had also become like family – the family of 
Catherine was expanding – as we helped one another, 
prayed together and got to know one another better 
throughout our travels.

(A Pilgrimage to Germany, continued from page 6) We returned home to the United States with a deeper 
respect for the German people and all they had 
endured, a new understanding of the history of our 
world and a greater knowledge of the Poor Handmaid 
Sisters’ roots. Being where Catherine Kasper actually 
lived and worked helped us feel even more connected 
to her. We saw many outstanding sights, interesting 
places and beautiful countryside, but it was so much 
more. Because of our connection to Catherine Kasper 
and our ability to walk where Catherine once walked, 
it was a spiritual journey, a journey made possible 
because of one person from a small, simple town in 
Germany. She is proof that one individual can make a 
difference in this world.

I think all agreed it was a trip we will never forget. As 
one traveler stated “it exceeded all expectations,” but 
then isn’t that what the Poor Handmaids always do!

- Donna Sikorski, Director, Associate Community

Associate Community “Pilgrims” in Germany.

2011 PHJC Ministry Center Co-worker Awards
The 2011 Annual PHJC Ministry 
Center Co-worker awards banquet 
was definitely a WHOLE in 
ONE! The golf-themed event 
cleverly incorporated success on 
the green with the success of our 
co-workers.

Claudia Hawk, receptionist, was 
awarded the 2011 Catherine Kasper 
Award for her exemplary service. 

She was recommended by Sisters, co-workers and residents 
and was chosen from many nominees as the person that 
most exemplified Poor Handmaid values. She is at the 

hub of the organization, responsible for tracking Sisters, 
issuing alerts and updates, and in general, keeping everyone 
connected. She is the first person that visitors meet in 
the Motherhouse, and she leaves a lasting impression of 
humility and service. Congratulations Claudia!

Longevity awards were given, with the longest being 
presented to Barry Hughes and Pat Roush for 30 years. 
Twelve employees reached 10 years of service and twenty-
three have worked at the Ministry Center for 5 years.

- Lynne Baldwin, Communications

Claudia Hawk



8 | Word Gathering

PHJC Ministry Center

New Doors Welcome All to the PHJC Ministry Center

One of the most beautiful scenes on the PHJC Ministry 
Center grounds is the first view you see when you 
come in the front drive – the majestic Motherhouse of 
the Poor Handmaids of Jesus Christ. With it’s multiple 
gables, spires and arches, the building has been home to 
the Poor Handmaids for almost 90 years.

As you approach the front entrance you see the 
newly refurbished doors and stained glass windows. 
For many years the doors had been painted tan but 
were recently restored by Daprato Rigali Studios of 
Chicago. The doors were stripped to reveal cedar 
wood, the brass was polished, and the stained glass 
windows were cleaned, re-caulked and repaired. New 
clear storm windows were installed over the stained 
glass to protect them from the weather. 

The doors were originally installed on February 2, 1923, 
the anniversary of the death of Blessed Catherine Kasper, 
the foundress of the Poor Handmaids.

Throughout its history, the building has been maintained, 
renovated, added on to, and changed to comply with new 
regulations. Now known as the PHJC Ministry Center, 
like the Poor Handmaids, it has adapted to meet the needs 
of the time. In addition to being the Motherhouse for the 
Poor Handmaids, the 90-year-old building is central to 
many PHJC ministries.

Since the ground breaking of the Motherhouse on 
September 8, 1919 and its dedication on May 24,1923, 

BEFORE AFTER

several surrounding structures have been built for 
new ministries, such as Ancilla Beef and Grain Farm, 
Ancilla College, Catherine Kasper Life Center, 
Earthworks, Lindenwood Retreat and Conference 
Center and MoonTree Community.

Over the years to utilize modern technologies and to 
comply with regulations such as the Americans with 
Disabilities Act, entrances and elevators have been 
installed in the Motherhouse to meet the needs of 
people physically challenged to walk the many steps 
of the front entrance. Geothermal heating and cooling 
systems have been added for the comfort of all who 
live, visit and work here. New kitchens have been 
built in both the Motherhouse and Catherine Kasper 
Home to meet health codes and the increased number 
of residents, students and co-workers. Offices space 
and areas has been built and reconfigured to make 
room for over 200 lay co-workers.

The doors are just the latest restoration project at 
the PHJC Ministry Center. Sister Nora Hahn, PHJC 
Provincial shares, “As people drive in for the first 
time or the 501st time, they see the magnificence of 
the building in front of them as well as the beautiful 
grass, trees and plants. A striking part of that overall 
impression is the newly refurbished set of doors and 
stained glass panels. What a way to enter into the 
whole experience of the PHJC Ministry Center!”

Learn more about the Poor Handmaids and their 
ministries at www.poorhandmaids.org or come to 
Donaldson for a visit. The restored beautiful doors will 
welcome all who enter the PHJC Ministry Center.

- Julie Dowd, Director, Communications

Daniel Perez 
Paz and 
Geraldo Inguez 
from Daprato 
Rigali Studios 
stand proudly 
in front of 
their work.
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Associate Community

Gathering X a Success!
The Associate’s Gathering X was a huge success 
with 82 in attendance. Gay Fiwek, former director of 
the Associate Community was the presenter for this 
year’s Gathering. The Gathering, entitled “4-C Our 
Future, Walking in Catherine’s Shoes” focused on the 
Charism of Catherine, the Core Values we believe in, 
our Commitment as Associates, and what it means 
to be part of the Associate Community. It included 
a recognition lunch honoring those Associates who 
celebrated significant anniversaries this year.

- Donna Sikorski, Director, Associate Community

My dear good sisters and brothers, 
at the beginning of the new year let 
us serve and love the good God with 
renewed fervor. This must be our real 
effort. Yes, let us faithfully cooperate 
with the grace of God. We can then 
reach a higher state of freedom from 

all attachments to creatures and 
created things, and thereby attain 

greater purity of our souls. “Blessed 
are the pure in heart, for they shall 

see God” (Mt 5:8).

Letter 72 Dernabch January 3, 1883 
From Catherine Kasper to the Sisters.

A New Year’s Wish

Table discussions 
were insightful at 
Gathering X.

Alice Kerkemeyer 
(left) visits with 
Sister Virginia 
Kampwerth at 
the Gathering.

From left to right: 
Carol Reigle, Manuel 

Guerrero, Dolores 
Guerrero, Alice 

Kerkemeyer and 
Betty Rohling (not 

pictured) celebrated 
twenty-five years as 

Associates at 
the Gathering. 
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Our Values
In Action

Poor Handmaids of 
Jesus Christ know 
who they are. They 
follow in the footsteps 
of their foundress, 
Blessed Catherine 
Kasper whose charism 
resounds in the actions 
of the congregation. Poor 

Handmaids pray the Prayer to the Holy Spirit every 
day saying, “…O Holy Spirit, preserve the entire 
Community in profound humility and in the constant 
union of our wills with your most holy will.”

Blessed Catherine Kasper was called by God to serve 
the poor in the small village of Dernbach, Germany. 
As a young girl, she heard an “inner voice” that 
told her to build a little house that could shelter the 
poor. Catherine Kasper walked eighteen miles from 
Dernbach to Limburg to discuss her work and future 
with Bishop Blum.

Values in Action

Navigating Tough Economic Times

(Navigating Tough Economic Times,
continued on page 11)

Tough times are nothing new to the 
Poor Handmaids. Looking to the past, 
there are many examples of economic 

difficulty and success.

The Bishop was interested in her cause, but did not take 
the young girl seriously. She tried over and over to get 
another meeting. Repeatedly walking the long distance, 
she never gave up. She felt compelled. Her deep humility 
and persistence eventually convinced Bishop Blum that the 
good deeds of Catherine Kasper and her companions were 
virtuous. He gave permission for them to form the Poor 
Handmaids of Jesus Christ and to build the little house.

When the Great Depression struck the United States, 
things were tough all over. Many people were out of 
work. The Motherhouse in Donaldson, Indiana was 
completed just seven years before the stock market 
crash. Mother Therese Kellermann, PHJC provincial 
from 1932 – 1936, is attributed to saving the 
congregation through her gifted financial leadership.

In a series of board meetings and focused retreats, the 
boards of PHJC ministries struggle to find ways to 
serve the poor in difficult economic times. Ministries 
face big challenges, now and in the future. PHJC 
ministry leaders and their boards are diligently 
working to find solutions and actively seek new paths 
to sustainability.

Like Catherine Kasper who gained approval from 
Bishop Blum, and Mother Therese with her wisdom, 
the members of PHJC boards and leadership teams 
are answering God’s call to serve with determination 
and humility. These dedicated individuals are the 
Catherine Kaspers of our day, wearing heavier shoes. 
Their attitude, “We will find a way!”

The board of Saint 
Joseph Community 
Health Foundation 
(SJCHF) gathered 
for retreat to 
faithfully discern 
issues of grant 

reductions, higher costs and how to nurture and 
sustain the new ministry of Catherine Kasper Place. 
Grant requests have increased in previous years and 
doubled this year due to the expanding needs in Fort 
Wayne and surrounding Allen County. Hard choices 
face the dedicated, caring board. Surveys from 
previous grant recipients provided feedback on how 
foundation funding affects their ministry and indicated 
that without this funding many would reduce services 
or close their doors.

The board considered, “How do we respond 
courageously? Where can the foundation make the 
greatest impact? What can be cut? Who is affected? How 
can more funding be found?” Some ministries help a few 
people; others serve thousands. SJCHF grant funding has 
long supported agencies that provide community health 
care services. One supported agency is able to have a 
full-time medical director and full-time dental director 
on staff. Without funding for these ministries, people end 
up in emergency rooms adding to the skyrocketing price 
of health care, or let their dental needs go untreated until 
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Values in Action

(Navigating Tough Economic Times,
continued from page 10)

(Navigating Tough Economic Times,
continued on page 19)

their health is affected. Who will fill the gap and provide 
these basic services to the poor?

Catherine Kasper 
Place (CKP) assists 
refugees, immigrants 
and asylees in the 
Fort Wayne area. 
Some of the funding 

for refugee integration has ended and recent data 
shows an increase in Congolese immigrants. Now 
that many Burmese refugees are resettled, their needs 
change to job skills, food, cultural acclimation, health 
care services and medical translation. As needs evolve, 
how should CKP respond?

Ancilla Systems 
Incorporated (ASI) 
board joined in 
retreat with the 

Sojourner Truth House (STH) board hoping ideas for 
sustainability would surface in the collaborative effort. 
ASI is a corporate member of the STH board and is 
responsible for the Nazareth Home and Linden House 
boards. All have proactive board members from the 
community – state representative, bankers, lawyer, 
business people, volunteers and clients.

At the Sojourner 
Truth House Walk-
a-thon, corporate 
sponsors were up 
from 12 to 60 this 
year thanks to the 
promotion and 

recruitment by the board. Many joined in and walked 
in support of the ministry.

At the end of August, Sojourner Truth House food 
bank ran out of food. With donations down, needs up, 
commodities reduced, the people were still hungry. 
One volunteer was so affected by the announcement 
that she went home and discussed it with her husband. 
They donated $1000 to buy food and keep the bank 
open until next month’s shipment arrived.

Sojourner Truth House continues to attempt to gather 

support for partnerships to expand services. There is 
a desperate need for overnight shelters. Homeless and 
those at risk of becoming homeless have few options. 
Winter is upon them, and current shelters limit the 
period of time that a client can stay. There is hope that 
local churches may participate in a PADS program 
(Public Action to Deliver Shelter.) Who will feed and 
shelter the women and children?

The number of 
children that can be 
cared for at Nazareth 
Home was reduced 
by the state from 
six to five, affecting 
the ratio of staff and 

children. The ministry is extremely fortunate to have 
a generous benefactor. Several years ago, a husband 
accompanied his wife to a Nazareth Home luncheon. 
He was so moved by the helpless babies, he wanted 
assurance that Nazareth Home would continue as 
an option for at-risk children. He gave a significant 
endowment, and then set up matching contribution 
challenges over the next seven years. The generosity 
of one family CAN make a difference.

In these difficult 
economic times 
HealthVisions 
Midwest (HVM) is 
trying to manage the 
budget closely and 
look into new areas 
of community health 
ministry. In addition 

to funds from the Poor Handmaids, they rely on grants 
for program funding. The passing of the Affordable 
Care Act has had an impact on HVM ministry and their 
future direction. They search for new partners who are 
also concerned about health issues in the community 
and strategize ways to meet the needs. One direction 
is to provide staff training on the Community Health 
Worker model and issues surrounding chronic diseases.

HealthVisions Midwest is located in Northwest 
Indiana, Fort Wayne, Indiana and East St. Louis, 
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Personal Reflection from “Woman’s Day Away”
I truly admire 
those with 
artistic 
abilities, 
because I have 
none. My stick 
figures are 
unrecognizable; 
I once 
purchased a 
sampler piece 
of counted 
cross stitch 
because I was 
determined to 
do something 
“artistic” – the 
bag was never 
opened! Art is 
so amazing – 
the artist starts 
with a blank 

canvas, a chunk of clay, a piece of wood or piece of 
material and then transforms it into something so 
beautiful, so creative. They see this creation in their 
mind, in their eye, and are we not fortunate they share 
this gift, this talent with us?

I witnessed such creativity, such talent at the annual 
Lindenwood sponsored program, Woman’s Day 
Away, in April of this year. The participants of the 
Woman’s Day program are offered three breakout 
sessions in the morning and a keynote speaker in 
the afternoon. As I was contemplating the breakout 
session presenters, information came to me about 
Mary Hilger and her ministry “Encounter Christ,” 
live chalk drawings. I received a brochure and read 
with interest of Mary’s ministry and how she would 
consider doing a live chalk presentation at any event 
where God was invited to be among those attending. 
In contacting Mary she was very agreeable to be a part 
of our Woman’s Day.

As I said, artists begin with a blank canvas and so it 
was with Mary. She had this black, approximately 
4' x 4' paper on a board, lights on the black paper, 

and a very meditative CD playing. She did not say a 
word but began to draw on this paper with chalk. At 
first, as with all drawings, there were a few strokes 
of chalk that didn’t seem to be much, but then the 
transformation began. The room was absolutely still 
– no movement, no noise – except for the chalk on 
the paper and the music. As the drawing continued, 
we began to witness Mary, Mother of Jesus, come 
to life and with further strokes we knew Jesus was 
to be a part of this drawing. Soon a tissue box was 
making its way around the room as there was not a dry 
eye among us as we could feel His presence through 
this drawing. Approximately 20 minutes later, Mary 
stepped away from the board and there was Mary, 
Mother of Jesus, cradling Him. I don’t know if my 
words have conveyed the emotional experience we 
all felt from the gift Mary Hilger shared with us – it 
was awesome. Mary not only shared with her artistic 
talent, but shared what her art ministry has meant to 
her in her spiritual journey.

I asked Mary to share, for this article, what Mary 
Cradling Jesus meant to her. Here, in her own words:

PIETA 
“Mary Cradling Jesus”

I have had a passion for Michelangelo’s Pieta for 
as long as I can remember. My mother displayed a 
statue of the Pieta on our piano when I was young. 
When I studied art history in college, the image 
leaped off the page! From that moment I knew that 
some day I would get to see this masterpiece! I have 
been to Rome on several occasions and it always 
takes my breath away! I have wanted to draw my 
own version of the Pieta for several years and waited 
on the Lord to lay it on my heart!

I prayed and asked God what He wanted me to draw 
for the ladies at the “Wonderful Women of God” 
Retreat on April 9, 2011 at the Lindenwood Retreat 
and Conference Center. I had a vision of the Blessed 
Mother cradling our Savior, something every mother 
understands. The music and image of the Pieta 

Pieta drawing “Mary Cradling 
Jesus” donated to Lindenwood 
by “Woman’s Day Away” retreat 
presenter, Mary Hilger.

(Personal Reflection from “Woman’s Day Away”, 
continued on page 13)
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portray the special bond between mother and child.

Mary, our sorrowful mother, had her heart pierced 
as she held her Son’s broken body. The tenderness 
of her face captures the look of a mother who has 
experienced a great loss. This piece helps all of us 
understand the true meaning of the Passion through 
the eyes of a mother. When life gets too tough, Mary 
teaches us how to endure and say “Let it Be.”

Before leaving Lindenwood that day, Mary donated 
the Pieta drawing to Lindenwood and through 
generous donations by Marilyn Ashbaugh, Jenny Pitts 
Manier and an anonymous donor the drawing was 
framed and now hangs at the Lindenwood Retreat and 
Conference Center. We invite you to stop and see how 
one’s God-given talents may affect others on their 
spiritual journey.

We would also invite you to the 2012 Woman’s Day 
on August 4, where Mary will once again join us, 
along with Marianne Chalstrom and Jan Houin as our 
breakout session presenters. Mary Szymusiak will be 
our keynote speaker. Mary is President and CEO of 
Tefft Bridge and Iron, a steel fabrication company in 
Northern Indiana.

- Ruth Van Vactor, Marketing/Program Coordinator, 
Lindenwood Retreat and Conference Center

(Personal Reflection from “Woman’s Day Away”, 
continued from page 12) Ancilla’s Lampen 

Lecture Examines 
Dorothy Day
Dr. Margaret Pfeil, PHD, Assistant Professor of 
Moral Theology at the University of Notre Dame, 
was on hand as presenter for Ancilla College’s 
second Lampen Lecture of the semester, entitled 
“Dorothy Day and God’s Hospitality.”

In the presentation, Dr. Pfeil highlighted the 
motivation that kept famous social activist and 
devout Catholic convert Dorothy Day serving 
and living with the poor after making a radical 
commitment to peace and social justice.

“Dr. Pfeil exemplified the spirit of Dorothy Day 
in her calm, simple presentation that left one 
marveling at the inner strength of those who 
serve those in the margins of society,” said Sister 
Carleen Wrasman, PHJC, Coordinator of Mission 
Integration and Campus Ministry.

This Lampen Lecture was a free lecture open to 
the public and was held in Cana Hall of the PHJC 
Ministry Center.

The series was named for Sister Joel Lampen, the 
first president of Ancilla College, who opened the 
doors of Ancilla to the local community.

The Lampen Lecture Series was designed to 
combine the universality of the Catholic Church, 
the international character of the Poor Handmaids 
of Jesus Christ, who sponsor Ancilla College, and 
the Earth Charter to promote thinking beyond one’s 
own experiences and interests.

-	 James Drzewiecki, Men’s Sports Information Director,
Ancilla College

Private Spiritual Retreat 
(Overnight)

Fee: $65 per day 
(Includes private bedroom 

with shower and three meals)

Personal Retreat  
“Day Away”

Fee: $28 (day includes
sitting room and one meal)
$39 (day includes private 
bedroom and one meal)

Spiritual direction/guidance is available at an additional cost.

Give the Gift of a Private Retreat 
to Yourself or to Others!
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Responding to the Need in Igoji
Change is part of a Poor 
Handmaid’s life. They go 
where the Spirit leads. Sister 
Esther Dolezal, PHJC spent 
many years in the dry warm 
area of Materi Girls’ School 
in Kenya where she devoted 
herself to fulfilling needs of 
the children at Materi and 
the Caring Place Home for 
boys. Her new mission is very 
different – the pharmacy at St. 
Anne Hospital. Sister Esther 
dispenses medication to the 
people of Igoji, Kenya.

Igoji (E go Gee) is located in 
the forested hills east of Mount 
Kenya. The higher elevation is 
a bit cooler even though it is 
near the equator. Sister Esther 
explained that trained medical 
professionals are scarce in 
the region. Her mission was 
born of necessity. St. Anne 
Mission Hospital is a small 
facility that provides local 
health care for conditions like 
wounds, malaria, and parasitic 
infections. If the patient has 
a complex case, they are 
stabilized and transferred to 
a larger hospital. The larger 
hospitals are often severely 
overcrowded. The smaller St. 
Anne’s Hospital is a preferred 
health resource for the 
local community.

A recently added small surgical 
suite allows caesarean sections 
and other minor surgeries to 
be performed. There is a new 
nursery for babies. St. Anne’s is devoted to mother and 
baby care. Three Poor Handmaids currently serve in 
the 50 year old hospital.

Sister Esther pictured with children from 
Materi Girls’ School and Caring Place 

Home for Boys.

Father Kiruja Alexander of the Igoji Parish 
celebrates Mass.

Sister Esther pictured with youngsters living at 
Caring Place Home for Boys.

(Responding to the Need in Igoji,
continued on page 15)

“It was a challenge to learn 
all the Kenyan drugs and 
their generic names,” said 
Sister Esther. Medications 
are expensive. Donations to 
buy mediations are always a 
blessing. Her weekly routine 
also includes Tuesday trips to 
the countryside with a mobile 
dispensary called Mworoga 
that takes pharmacy, nursing 
and lab services to those 
unable to travel. The Mworoga 
allows Sister Esther to minister 
directly to the poor.

Each Sunday, Father Kiruja 
Alexander of the Igoji Parish 
celebrates three Masses. Sister 
Esther attends the first Mass 
and then visits local schools for 
communion services. Together 
they serve 34 primary and 17 
secondary schools, proceeding 
through the long list by visiting 
three each Sunday.

St. Anne’s needs are many: 
surgeons and physicians, 
ultrasound and x-ray machines, 
trained medical staff and 
quarters to house them. A 
much-needed mortuary would 
solve problems created by the 
tradition in Kenya to bury the 
dead in the shamba (in their 
home ground.) There is always 
a delay due to the lack of a 
funeral home in the area. 

When asked about issues 
affecting the Kenyan people, 
famine, teacher strikes and the 

2012 elections were among Sister Esther’s concerns.
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Host to many, and known for their hospitality, Kenyans 
are a generous people who are assisting famine victims 
from neighboring Somalia. “Thousands of refugees are 
pouring into Kenya because they know they can get 
help, and that someone will care about their plight,” 
said Sister Esther.

Igoji is in the breadbasket of Kenya. Agriculture is the 
main industry. Growing seasons based on the rains that 
come in November and April determine crop success. 
Kenyans pray for good rains, bumper crops and an end 
to starvation in the north.

Too many students and not enough wages caused 
teachers to strike the government-run school system. 
The school term ran through November. Sister Esther 
hopes the children can return to their classes soon and 
that a fair agreement is reached for the educators.

The upcoming 2012 elections are critical to the 
people of Kenya, known as keepers of peace in 
the East Africa region. During the 2007 election, 
violence erupted between competing political parties 
killing over 1,200 and displacing 500,000 from their 
homes. The investigation continues with six men 
accused of orchestrating the carnage. A pretrial by 

Intergenerational Living and Learning Experience
Residents at the Catherine Kasper Home hosted the Ancilla College 
men’s basketball team to a meet and greet session on October 14. Players 
introduced themselves, shared where they were from, and spent time with 
the residents getting to know them. Mary Burkett, 104 years young, had 
some advice to the players, “Play hard, play strong and play fair.” The team 
responded with a hearty laugh and said they would do their best.

The basketball team plans to spend more time with the residents of 
Catherine Kasper Home throughout the school year, and some residents 
plan to attend the basketball games. Catherine Kasper Home and Ancilla 
College are ministries sponsored by the Poor Handmaids of Jesus Christ 
and are both located on the grounds of the PHJC Ministry Center, an 
intergenerational living and learning center.

- Gwen Calvert, Admissions Coordinator/Case Manager,
      Catherine Kasper Life Center

(Responding to the Need in Igoji,
continued from page 14)

the International Criminal Court (ICC) is in the news 
and on the minds of the Kenyan people. Their future 
security and international support depends heavily on 
the outcome of the 2012 elections.

In Africa, Poor Handmaids of Jesus Christ serve God 
through education and care of poor women and children 
and in healing ministries like the hospital at Igoji. At 
St. Francis School, Sister Emily and Sister Josephine 
are primary teachers. Three Sisters are stationed at the 
Caring Place boy’s home. Materi Girls School has seen 
increased enrollment. “Those missions continue and are 
doing OK,” Sister Esther nodded.

At the Poor Handmaid Formation House in Meru, 
two Sisters are in college. Sister Pacilisa is studying 
business and Sister Theresia preschool education. Five 
more aspirants from Igoji Parish will soon join the 
Formation House. “The mission continues,” added 
Sister Esther.

Ever mindful of the health and safety of women and 
children, Poor Handmaids of Jesus Christ respond 
with caring hearts and helpful hands, wherever the 
Spirit leads. Lives are changed one at a time, through 
dedication and faith in God.

- Lynne Baldwin, Communications

Mary Burkett gives advice to Ancilla 
College men’s basketball players 
Wally Kerst and Alexander Hutson. 
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Snapshots from St. Vincent’s Home

Celebrating 20 Years!

St. Vincent’s Home

St. Vincent’s Home Celebrates 20th Anniversary
On July 4 the new St. Vincent’s Home in Quincy, 
Illinois celebrated its 20th anniversary. The residents, 
families and friends gathered for a celebration. The 
Illinois Veterans Home across the street even provided 
entertainment with their beautiful fireworks. Everyone 
enjoyed the lunch and festivities.

The original St. Vincent’s Home dated back to 1884 
when the Poor Handmaids of Jesus Christ built the 
facility for the elderly. St. Vincent’s was operated 
under their care until 1968. Different owners operated 
the facility under various names until 1990 when 
Wayne Messick bought the property and changed the 
name back to St. Vincent.

Wayne dedicated his life to the healthcare industry. To 
quote Wayne, “Everyday I’m happy to do what I’m 
doing for growth in the health field.” Wayne instilled 
a tradition of excellence and a return to a faith-based 
facility under his leadership.

In the nine years Wayne managed St. Vincent’s Home, 
until his death in 1999, he completely renovated the 
facility, added a new wing to the nursing home, laid 
the groundwork for Casita Catherine Assisted Living, 
demolished the old and condemned St. Vincent’s 
building and added Catherine Kasper Independent 
Living duplexes in its place.

At St. Vincent’s there is a strong belief in the dignity 
of every person and Christ’s presence in each. Because 
Wayne respected the Poor Handmaids, he accepted 
the challenge to honor and imitate Blessed Catherine 
Kasper’s simplicity and love for the poor and elderly. 
He showed his support by dedicating St. Vincent’s 
Home to Blessed Catherine Kasper and by naming 
places in her honor.

The Blessed Catherine Kasper Chapel provides a 
place for celebrating Mass, to pray the rosary and 
receive communion. All who want space and time 
to pray and experience peace are welcomed. The 
Blessed Catherine Community Center is an all purpose 
building, the Casita Catherine is an assisted living 
home, the Catherine Kasper Village has duplexes 
accommodating seniors who can live independently. 
Wayne’s love for Catherine is even reflected on his 
headstone with a beautiful quote from her.

The Messick family continues to support Poor 
Handmaids ministries by contributing financially to 
the PHJC Mexico and Kenya missions.

St. Vincent’s Home proudly provides quality of life, 
comfort and dignity.

- Sister Florence Kuhn, PHJC
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Novices Yulma and Antonieta with the 
statue of Blessed Catherine Kasper.

First day at the Inter-
Congregational Institute.

The three Novices with Novice 
Director, Sister Jean Christianson.

Mexico

Novitiate Entrance in Querétaro, Mexico
With the attitudes of gratefulness and openness 
to fulfill the will of God, Postulants Yulma Torres 
Zaragoza and Antonieta García Pérez, entered the 
novitiate on August 15, 2011 with a simple and festive 
Vespers, surrounded by our Sisters, by Blessed Mary 
Catherine and by our families present in our hearts. 
Sister Yulma writes: “I’m very excited and happy to 
say, ‘Yes, Lord, here I am to do your will and to follow 
this path.’ I know that this will be a level of formation 
with new challenges and many changes, but with the 
help of God we can make progress.”

Sister Antonieta describes the experience in this manner:  
“We have embarked on another phase of the vocation 
journey and while I am not sure of the actual meaning of 
the novitiate, I am filled with confidence, peace and joy 
as Jesus, Mary and Blessed Catherine walk with us.”

That was August 15th and now several weeks have 
passed since that date. The two canonical novices, 
Antonieta and Yulma, along with the second year 
novice, Gabriela Martinez Ramón, have experienced a 
lot about the meaning of the novitiate. For one thing it 
is more than a program. The atmosphere, community 
living, prayer, service, studies and fun all blend 
together to form the novitiate experience.

Secondly, the religious studies are an integral part of the 
affirmation of one’s calling. Sister Jean Christianson, 

Director of Novices, teaches classes pertaining to PHJC 
history and culture, the life of Blessed Catherine Kasper 
and the PHJC Constitutions to name a few. The courses 
at the Inter-Congregational Institute of 15 religious 
congregations are both challenging and pertinent to 
today’s experience of Church. Some examples are: 
the Analysis of Reality, Psychology of Religious Life, 
Theology of Religious Life, Biblical studies, Ethics, and 
the Church and Christology.

There is also the added element of support among the 
candidates (aspirants, postulants and novices) of the 
Inter-Congregational Institute. It is the opportunity to 
share one’s journey with likeminded travelers and to 
experience the richness of the different charisms of 
each congregation. It offers a time to be grateful for 
one’s calling to the religious life as a Poor Handmaid 
of Jesus Christ.

Let us continue to pray for our three novices, 
Antonieta, Yulma and Gabriela.

They are grateful to you and remember your intentions 
in prayer.

- Sister Deborah Davis, PHJC
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PHJC Annual Raffle Winners
The PHJC Raffle was a success, thanks to all who bought tickets and/or donated prizes for the event. Prizes 
have been sent to the lucky winners. Through the partnership of many people in this annual event, $17,500 will 
be distributed to PHJC ministries to those in need.

Raffle winners:

Quilt
J. Rheinecker

Weber Grill
Ann Munoz

Afghan/Pillow
Mary Herber

Hoover Vacuum
Rosemary McCue

Quilt
Kathy Peceniak

Weekend at Anthony Acres 
Rosalind Davila

Afghan
Dot Taiclet 
Carlyle, IL

Cargo Golf Travel Bag 
Shirley Lichtenbarger

Quilt
Frank Michalak

GPS System 
Joe Kluszynski

Quilt
Mr. and Mrs. Dulle

Crock Pot 
Tina Wiegman

Afghan 
William Lynch

Plano Storage System 
Judy Jacoby

Quilt 
Michael Shields

Vera Bradley Purse & 
Gift Cards 
Howard Ludwig

Afghan
J. Manikowski

Memorial Brick in 
Prayer Garden
Mary J. Zawierucha

Afghan
David Schmitz

Television 
Jacolyn Schlautman

Water Color Painting 
Christina Frett

Suitcases
Ron and Jean Cook

Dishware Set 
Joseph Gonzales

Dish Accessories “Fandango”
Loretta Kania

Afghan 
Bernice Huelsmann

Ladies Tool Set & Menards 
Gift Card 
Judy Jacoby

Kindle Reader
Clare Skevington

Cookware Set & Knives 
Judith Swanson

Thanksgiving Platter, Knives 
& Cash for Turkey
Sharon Huemmer

Cast Iron Casserole & Jr. 
Casseroles
Guernsey

Ministry Center Basket 
Linda Hall

Kitchen Classic Bakeware Set 
Fran Braun

Glassware Set 
Hugh Dunphy

Set of Dishes 
Margaret Etheridge

World Globe
J. Rheinecker

“Let’s Celebrate” 
Christmas Box 
Emma Niebrugge

Cookware Set 
Rita Heiman

“Night at the Movies” Basket
Anne Jackson

32-Piece Cookware Set
Charles Bley

Pressure Cooker & 
Cookware Set
Michael Guriel

Coke Canister/Snack Jar 
& Cash
Michael Shields

Quilted Wall Hanging
John Marusak

Comforter-Felonious 
Quilters
Rob Diltz

Two Framed Pictures
J. Martin

Monetary Winners:

Robert Jurkowski 
Glen and Mary Pizzini 
Will Erwin 
Helen Snyder 
Joan Froemel 
George and Nancy Stern 
Ken Gibson 
Mary Paquin 
Ann Kowalski 
Mary Gifford

Thank you for supporting the raffle!

Sister Agatha draws the 
name of a lucky winner.
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(Navigating Tough Economic Times,
continued from page 11)

Illinois; areas that have great numbers of poor in 
need of health care. It is a struggle to find monies 
to develop good programs that keep the poor on 
the road to health. “Living a Healthy Life,” a six-
week education workshop series for adults living 
with a chronic condition is one program offered at 
HealthVisions of East St. Louis and Fort Wayne. 
Participants learn to manage pain, fatigue, difficult 
emotions and fears and improve communications with 
family and health care professionals. They are taught 
how nutrition and exercise can help them improve 
their chronic condition. One participant’s “action 
plan” was to stop eating sweets. She followed her plan 
and reported that when she went to the doctor after 
completing the series she had lost twelve pounds. 
Another participant continues her walking routine. 
Funding for the program provides long-term health 
benefits to those served. How will HVM continue to 
support the health care needs of the poor?

With over 95% of 
Ancilla College 
students receiving 
some kind of 
financial aid, any 
change in outside 
funding deeply 

affects them. Ancilla College has a plan to respond 
to the changing financial situation. Over the past 
few years, financial aid for needy students through 
the state of Indiana has decreased by almost 40%. In 
response, Ancilla College has increased the amount 
of internal funds it awards to students to offset these 
losses, in many cases, dollar for dollar. In 2006, an 
emergency fund was established to offer assistance for 

We Love Getting Mail
Our readers are important to us. We welcome your comments and suggestions 
about Word Gathering. If you would like to contact us, please send your thoughts to:

Word Gathering, 
P.O. Box 1,  Donaldson, IN  46513 

or email them to:
jdowd@poorhandmaids.org

transportation and food needs.

Looking to the future, Ancilla anticipates that federal 
financial aid through the Pell Grant will be cut, 
possibly by 15% starting next year. To meet the 
financial needs of the student population, Ancilla 
College will again be required to allocate more of its 
operating funds to the student financial aid program. 

Catherine Kasper 
Life Center (CKLC) 
strives to keep 
affordable, safe 
housing for seniors 
available. The state 
licensed nursing 

home and Maria Center senior living apartments help 
residents stay independent longer. Because Maria 
Center apartments are housed in the Motherhouse, 
overhead is less, making rentals affordable.

Medicare cuts in 2011 resulted in an 11.1% reduction that 
could affect the CKLC ministry. Their board is creatively 
striving to maintain excellent quality of service with 
dwindling resources. The health care picture is changing; 
it is unknown what the future will bring.

These questions and more are on the minds and hearts 
of the Poor Handmaids and those who serve with 
them on ministry boards and leadership teams. Now, 
more than ever is the time when attentive listening and 
courageous response will sustain PHJC ministries into 
the future.

- Brother Bob Overland, FS; Sister Annmarie Kampwerth, 
PHJC; Sister Carleen Wrasman, PHJC; and Lynne 
Baldwin, Communications
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Chaplain, joins the family at lunch just as friends and 
family joined the residents at their home tables before 
they began their lives at CKH.

Many dementia model units are driven by the premise 
that a well-regimented activity-packed day is of 
utmost importance for retaining or retarding lessened 
mental acuity for those with dementia. While studies 
do prove the “if you don’t use it you lose it” course 
of action, it must be taken into account that once an 
ability is lost, the push for improvement can then 
become harassment or lessened dignity at worst! We 
respect the individual’s needs honoring the individual – 
not their accomplishments.

The residents are provided, daily, with two sessions 
of restorative exercise, Mass, praying of the Rosary, 
and evening activities related to season/event. They 
attend off unit monthly nursing home birthday parties 
and live entertainment, bi-monthly current events 
held in the library, and weekly van rides to enjoy the 

countryside. In other words, they have a daily routine 
and augment that routine with events – just as anyone 
does when they live independently. Do you find us 
asleep in a recliner in front of the TV after meals – sure! 
Do you find us sitting outside on our patio, weather 
permitting. Sure! Do you find us watching a favorite 
TV program/DVD (“I Love Lucy,” “The Walton’s,” 
“The Cooking Channel”)? Why not! We are living our 
days filled with more events than if we lived alone at 
home; with loving care and many visits from family 
and friends. Do you want to take a walk along the 
lake or down to Catherine’s Cottage to see the birds? 
Okay! Hey, how many people have taken a ride behind 
a donkey or on a golf cart or pontoon boat during the 
8th or 9th decade of their lives? I happen to know of 
nine such family members.

-	 Margaret Bonen, Alzheimer Unit Manager,
Catherine Kasper Life Center

(Catherine Kasper Life Center – Memory Unit Celebrates Five Years, 
continued from page 1)


